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PREFACE. 
T HE great utility of Epiſtolary Wri- 
ting is ſo well known, that the ne- 
ceſſity of being acquainted with an art re- 
plete with ſuch advantages is needleſs to | 
inſiſt upon. "Thoſe, who are accompliſhed i 
in it, are too happy in their knowledge to f 
need farther information concerning its 
excellence. And ſuch as are unqualified to 
convey their ſentiments to a friend, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of a third perſon, feel 
their deficiency ſo ſeverely, that nothing 
need be ſaid to convince them, it is their N 
intereſt to become acquainted with what 
is ſo neceſſary and agreeable. 

Had letters been known at the beginning 
of the world, Epiſtolary Writing would 
have been as old as love and friendſhip ; 
for, as ſoon as they began to flouriſh, the 
verbal meſſenger was dropped, the lan- | 
guage of the heart was committed to cha- U 
racters that faithfully preſerved it, ſecrecy | 
was maintained, and ſocial intercourſe ren- 
dered more free and agreeable. 

Some of the moſt ancient compoſitions 
were written in this manner, and the Light 
of the Goſpel was delivered by the holy 
Apoſtles in the Epiſtolary way. th 
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The Romans were perfect maſters of this 
art, as Crero's Letters ſufficiently evince ; 
nor are the Moderns leſs ſenſible of its ex- 
cellencies. Some of the fineſt French wri. 
ters have built their fame upon Epiſto- 
lary Correſpondence ; and the Engliſh are 
at preſent 4 convinced of the advantages 
attending this method of conveying their 
ſentiments, that it ſeems to have triumph- 
ed over almoſt every other ſpecies of com- 
poſition; the Hiſtorian has adopted it; we 
have the Greek and Roman hiſtories, as 
well as that of our own nation, admirably 
executed in letters. Almoſt every thing 
didactive, and perceptive, is delivered in 
this way ; the Novelliſt finds it better 
adapted to. his purpoſe, than any other 
mode of writing. No great Poet is with- 
out his familiar Epiſtle to his Friend; and 
the Traveller ſeemed loſt, till he found the 
method of conveying his intelligence in 
Letters. 

To conclude; Letters are the life of 
trade, the fuel of love, the pleaſure of 
friendſhip, the food of the politician, and 
the entertainment of the curious. 

To ſpeak to thoſe we love or eſteem, is 
the greateſt ſatisfaction we are capable of 
knowing, and the next is, being able to 
— with them by Letter. 


A NEW 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


Of GRAMMAR. 2 


RAMMAR is the art of ſpeaking properly, 
reading well, and writing correctly. It contains 
four grand diviſions, wiz. 
OgTHOGRAPH x, or the art of ſpelling. 
ProsonY, or the art of pronouncing and reading. 
ANALoGY, or the derivation and meaning of words, 
SYNTAX, or the uſe of words in forming ſentences, + 


Of ORTHOGRAPHY, 


There are tweity-fix letters in the Engliſh Language, 
Dix. a, b, C, d, e, f, 8, h, bs 1s k, I, m, n, O, p, q. r, ſ, 
t, u, v, w, X, y. z. Of theſe; five letters, that is, a, 
e, i, o, u, are always vowels, and y is a vowel only 
when 1t comes at the end of a word; the other twenty 
letters are conſonants. | 

By a vowel I mean a letter which has a perfect and 
diſtinct ſound of itſelf ; on the contrary, a conſonant 
ſignifies a letter which cannot form a diftin ſound 
without a vowel either before or after it. = 

en 


: 
o 
: 
: 
| ; 


3c Wa — —— — — 


— — — — wan” an —— — — — — . — — — 
- 


— —ü—ä —— — ͤ:ñ4ͤͤ „„! ˙ ]7 Ei 


12 A PLAIN axy EASY 


When two vowels meet together, they are called 
double vowels; without a vowel, either ſingle or dou- 
ble, no ſyllable or word can poſſibly be formed ; and 
there are Joſt ſo many ſyllables in a word, as there are 
vowels, ſingle or double, | 


Rutrzes jor SPELLING. 


1. When a conſonant comes between two vowels, 
in dividing the ſyllables it muſt go to the latter, as pa- 
per, ri-ver. ; 

2. When two conſonants of the ſame kind come to- 
gether in the middle of a word, they-muſt be divided, 
as in bor-row, Ccom-mon. 

3- When two or more conſonants come together in 
the middle of a word, they muſt be placed accordin 
to the diſtin ſound, which generally happens to fall 
on the laſt ſyllable, as in be- ſpread, re-flore ; yet in 
pub liſh, aubim- per, &c. they are beſt divided, becauſe 
the pronunciation requires it. 

Two vowels in the middle of a word, that have 
diſtin ſounds, muſt be placed in different ſyllables. 

A word of one ſyllable is called a mono/y/lable ; a word 
of two ſyllables a Mllable; words of three ſyllables 
are termed zrif/j/lables; and words of many ſyllables 
paliſyllables. | 


Of PROSOD Y. 


As proſody teaches a graceful manner of pronoun- 
cing any thing we ſpeak, or read, it is one of the po- 
liteſt accompliſhments we can attain, | f 

In pronouncing ſyllables, and words, two things 
are to be regarded, viz. guantity and accent; that is, 
every ſyllable muſt be ſounded according to its Proper 
quantity, and every word of two, or more ſyllables, 
muſt have its proper accent. | 
Fo Quantity is the diſtinction of ſyllables into long and 

ort. 

The Sort quantity is known by a quick pronuncia- 
tion as at; and the long quantity, by a flow pronuncia- 
tion, as de ; the latter takes twice the time in pro- 
nouncing that the former does. SY 

| | 1 
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The accent is that peculiar ſtreſs of voice which is 


laid upon ſome particular 122 in a word, as on RU 


in Roman, and the enphaſit is a remarkable ſtreſe of 
voice laid upon ſome particular word in a ſentence to 
make the ſenſe more ſtriking ; thus in the ſentence— 
1 will walk home, if the eds is placed upon J, it 
means myſelf, and not any other perſon ; if the em- 
phaſis is placed on aal, it inſinuates, I do not mean to 
ride; and if it is placed on Hime, it ſigniſies it is home, 
I intend to go to, and not any other place. 

A principal thing in proſody is to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the points or ,p, as they regulate the 
voice in what you read, and prevent confuſion, and 
n their names and marks ate as follow: 

omma 1 Period, or Full Point . 

Semicolon 0 Note of Interrogation { J 

Colon Note of Admiration | ! 

- The:comma makes a ſmail part of a ſentence, where 
a ſhort breathing time may be permitted without in- 


juring the ſenſe and allows you to ſtop while you can 


deliberately ſay one. The /emicolon divides the ſenſe 
into. portions, and allows you to ſtop while you can 
ſay one, one, The colon marks where the ſenſe is com- 
plete, but not the ſentence, and allows you to ſtop 
while you can count one, one, one. The perid marks 
here the ſenſe is complete, and allows you to ſtop 
while you can ſay one, one, one, ove The note of in- 
t«rroga/ion is placed after all queſtions; and the mote e 
admiration after all ſudden emotions of the ſoul, or 
every thing which gives ſurprize ; the breathing-times 
at hoth are the ſame as at the period. | 
Though rules may greatly aſſiſt, it cannot complete 
the learner. in this part of grammar ; becauſe it does 
not depend upon ſo much a ſet of principles laid down, 
as upon a cloſe imitation of others; we can only there- 
fore recommend it to thoſe who wiſh to quality them» 
ſelves in this uſeful and ornamental part of grammar, 
to obſerve with attention, and diligently imitate the 
manner and practice of the politeſt ſpeakers, and moſt 
accompliſhed readers. "TIN 5 
B | ANXALOGY 


14. - - A PLAIN AND EASY. 


— . 


A I LITE "4 
OY, Of the meanin words, compti izin err. 
mology, or their — is the molt — farts 
of ſpeech. | 
Names, | 
alitics, 
rmations, 
Particles. 


Wike _ 


| Of Names. | 164-4 
Names, or non: ſubſiantives, as they have been call. 
ed, expreſs all things that are objects of the /en/es, or 
5 or every thing that we can /ee, feel, 
. ſmell, hear, taſte, or conceive, as a picture, a blow, a 
ſtink, a ſound, ſweetneſs, time, fortune, &c. 
There are three forts of names, common, proper, and 
828 Common names expreſs the whole ſpecies or 
ind, as man, city, river, are common to all men, all 
ities, all rivers. | "FER 
Proper names diſtinguiſh particulars from others of 
the ſame kind, as Jobs is the name of a particular 
man, London of a particular city, and Thames of a 
particular river. ar 5 
Perſonal names, which have been uſually called pro- 
nous, are ſuch as are uſed inſtead of other names, in 
order to avoid the repetition of the ſame word, as / in- 
ſtead of my name, tha or you inſtead of year name, he 
and fe inſtead of bis name, of her name, and it where 
there is no diſtinction of ſex. | | 
There are three perſons in theſe names, the r is the 
perſon ſpeaking, the rend is the perſon ſpoken to, the 
third is the perſon ſpoke of. | | 
There are two numbers, fin and plural, the ſin- 
ular number ſpeaks of one, as man, the plural of more 
an one, as mn. Some words have no plural, as Lon- 
don, Yerk, and others no fingalar, As afhes, bell;wws, 


&c. 
I jʒͤbe perſons are uſed in both numbers, thus: 
Firſt perſon I, or me - - we, us 
Second ditto - thou, or ou - ye, or you 


1 hird dirto - he, ſhe, it, this, that - they, theſe, thoſe. 
Names, 
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Names have two genders, maſculine and feminine. 
The | maſculine gender expteſſes the male, as man, 
horſe, and the feminine tlie female, as woman, mare. 
There are heſides two modes of gender, the neuter and 
doubtful; the neuter expreſſes things without life, which. 
confequently can have no ſex, as a flick, or a ſtaue; the 
doubiſul tequires another word to explain it, as /parrow, 
requires either cock or hen to be placed before it, to de- 
termine its gender. 


Of UALITIES 
Drenlities, or as they have been called adjedi vet, are 


words expreflive of the manners, properties, affeftins, 
and qualities of names or things, as good, bad, black, 


Wt di d king ſenſe with the 
| s are ditmemſhed by making ſenſe with the 
word thing after — as 7 thing, 3 thing ; black 
thing, white thing, &c. | 

ames are ſometimes changed into the nature of 
qualities, as man's natare, for the nature of man; Pope's 
works, for the works of Pope ; the King's palace, for the 


palace of the King—theſe are termed Pf ve qualities, 


and anſwers to the gexitive caſe of the Latin; the poſ- 
ſive quality is the only cafe we have in Engliſh. 

Oel, are compared by two degrees formed from 
the word in its pf ive ſtate - thus if the quality in its 


pofetive ftate is black, in the comparative degree it is 
blacker, or more black; and in the ſuperlative degree, ot 


the utmoſt increaſe, or diminution of- its firſt quality, 
it is blackeſt, or moft black, 


Of AFFIRMATION 8 

Afirmatians, which have been called verbs, expreſs 
being, doing, orſuffering, viz. being, as John is; do- 
ing, as I love; ſuffering, as I am beater. 

There are three times, or tenſes, the preſent, paſt, 
and future, or things now ding, that have been done, 
or will be dane hereafter; theſe are again ſubdivided 
into the time not perfectly paſt, and the time long paſt. 


The preſent. time affirms the thing, as love, dance ;- 


the paſt time generally ends in ed, as loved, danced * 


the other times are expreſſed by have, Hall, will; as, 
| B 2 


1 ds 
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I ds love, he fhall leave, fhe will love; thus the perſonal 
names I, thou, he, ſhe, they, &c. are aſſiſtant to the 
affirmations, and denote their number and perſon. As 
only two times, or tenſes, are expreſſed by the arm 
tion itſelf, its other times, and manner*, are denoted 
by the nine following words, do, will, ball, may, can, 
muſt, ought, have, am, or be, which are called helping 


afarmations,' 
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Particles denote ſome circumſtance of an action, and 
join words together; hence they are called the mane 
ers of word:, and are of four forts, wiz. 

Adwverbs denote the manner or quality of the affic- 


mation, or verb, as I fought well, which ſhews in 
what manner J fought. 2 


Pre paſitiont denote ſome circumſtance of actiun, and 
ſhew the relation of words to each other; as J go over 
the bridge, you live wir hour the city, where over and 
Ivilhout are prep:ft tions, 

Conjunct ions, join words and e ee e as 
Bob went to the fair, and I went with him, In which 


lentence the word and is a conjunction, and joins its 


two diſtinct parts together. 

[nterjedtions denote ſome ſudden emotion or paſſion 
of the ſoul, and are independent of any other words, 
as oh! alas! indeed! ah! huſh! hark! &c. 


Of SYNT A % 


Syntax, or the compoſition of ſentences, teaches you 
to apply what you have learnt in the foregoing rules. 

A ſentence muſt contain abſolutely, at leaſt one 
affirmation, and one name, of which ſomething is affirm- 
ed, as God is juſt, This is called a {imple ſentence, but 
if we ſay God is juſt, but man is unjuſt, it is a compound 

ſentence, as it contains two fimple ſentences joined to- 
gether by the conjunctiun, but, 

The chief rule in the conſtruction of ſentences is, 
that the affirmation muſt agree with the ame in number 
and perſon, as John runs well, where the proper name, 
Joan, and the affirmation, runs, are both in the third 


perſon 


RY oP 
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perſon fingular, and conſequently agree to find the name 
in any ſentence which ſhould agree with the affirmation, 
aſk the queſtion, Who ? and the anſwer given it, as in 


the above ſentence, fay Who runs well? Anſwer, 


Jon John is therefore the name to agree with the 
aRrmatim, tans. 

The name of maltitxde muſt be fingular ; thus, the 
crowd is great, not are great, becauſe it is but,one 
crowd. 

When two firgalar names are joined together by a 
conjunction, the affirmation muſt be plural; thus Bill 
AND Tom fight, not fights. 

The articles a, or an, and the, come before names 
and qualities ; a is placed before a conſonant, an before 
a vowel, and the indifferently before both : but ſome- 
times in conſtruction they are placed between the gua- 
lity and name, as ſo fair a face, ſi gad an example, how 
great the gifts 
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DIRECTIONS roa WRITING LETTERS. 


I" was a juſt obſervation of the honeſt Quaker, that, 

If a man think twice before he ſpeat, he'll ſpeak twice 
better for it, With great propriety the above may be 
8 to all ſorts of writing, particularly the epiſto- 
ary. 

In letters from one relation to another, the different 
characters of the perſons muſt firſt be conſidered. Thus 
a father in writing to a ſon will uſe a gentle authority: 
a ſon to a father will expreſs a filial duty, And again, 
in friendſhip; the heart will dilate itſelf with an honeſt 
freedom; it will applaud with ſincerity, and cenſure 
with modeſt reluctance. 

In letters concerning trade, the ſubject matter will 
be conſtantly kept in view, and the greateſt perſpicuity 
and brevity obſerved by the different ate ; 
and in like manner, theſe rules may be applied to all 
other ſubjects, and conditions of life, viz. a compre- 
henſive idea of the ſubject, and an unaffected fimplici- 
ty, though modeſty in expreſſion. Nothing more need 
be added ; only, that a conſtant attendance to the 
above for a few months, will ſoon convince the learn- 
er, that his time his not been ſpent in vain. 

Indeed, an aſſiduous attention to the ſtudy of any 
art, even the moſt difficult, will enable the learner to 
ſurmount every difficulty, and writing letters to his 
correſpondents becomes equally eaſy as ſpeaking in 
company. A careful attendance to the plain and ſim- 
ple rules laid down in the preceding Grammar, will 
enable him to write in the 2 1 of the preſent 
times; and if he carefully avoids affectation, his 
thoughts will be clear, his ſentiments judicious, and 
his language plain, eaſy, ſenſible, elegant, and ſuited 
to the nature of the ſubject. As letters are the copies 
of converſation, juſt conſider what you would ſay to 
your friend if he was preſent, and write down the ve- 
ry words you would ſpeak, which will render your 


epiſtle unaffected, and intelligible. 
THE 


— EEE 


THE UNIVERSAL 


LETTER-WRITER: 


OR, NEW ART OF 


POLITE CORRESPONDENCE. 


E 


LETTERS to and from different Relations. 


LETTER: I. 


From a Merchant in London, to the Maſter of a College, 


recommending his Son to his Care as a Pupil. 


Rev. Sir, Londin, Fune 4, 1791. 


HE opinion I have long had of your abilities as 

a ſcholar, your behaviour as a gentleman, and 

piety as a Chriſtian, encourages me to ſolicit your kind 
aſſiſtance in an affair of very great importance, 

My ſon Charles has finiſhed his grammatical ſtudies 
in Merchant Taylors School, and is very defirous of 
being entered as a commoner in your univerſity, The 
variety of buſineſs, which I have on my hands, requires 
my conſtant reſidence in London: but, being willing 

to 
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to diſcharge my duty as a father, I know not any gen- 
tle man in Oxford, to whoſe fidelity I could fo readily 
truſt, as yourſelf; and, if you approve this the youth 
ſhall be ſent on. the return of your anfwer. He ſhall be 
left entirely to your direction, and I doubt not but vou 
will treat him with the ſame tenderneſs as if he was 
you own, a 27 . 
I am, Sir, &c. 


—__ 


LEFT TE RIF 
The Doctors Anſwer. 

Sir, s | 

Received yours by this day's poſt ; and am extremely 
I pleaſed with your reſolution of giving your ſon a li- 
beral education. My long reſidence in this ſeat of 
learning, has furniſhed me with many opportunities of 
ſtudying the different paſſions and capacities of youth. 
Our term begins next week, and if you pleaſe to ſend 
the young gentleman, you may reſt aſſured of his avon, 
conſtantly under my own direction, and the greate 


care taken both of his ſtudies and. morals. 
Oxford Fune 6, 1791. I am, Sir, &c. 


— 


LET FE . 
From the young Gentleman to his Father, 


Honoured Sir, ; i . 
A FT E R entreating you to make acceptable my 
A my mother, and love to my ſiſters, I 
embrace this tunity of letting you know how hap- 
pity I am ſettled in the family of the worthy doctor. 
he good gentleman, and his amiable lady, do every 
thing 1n their-power to make my life agreeable during 
the intervals of my attendance on the public lectures. 
The doctor has begun to teach me geometry, and I 
hope ſoon to be able to make ſome progreſs in that 

uſeful ſcience, 3 
I have endeayvonred to be as good an œconomiſt as 
poſſible, but at preſent am obliged to purchaſe 3 
| | ooks ; 
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books: 1 know your tenderneſs and generoſity, and 
doubt not of hearing from you ſoon. 


I am, Sir, your affectionate and dutiful ſon, 


— 


—— 


LETTER IV. 
The Father's Anſwer, 


Dear Charles, 


Received your letter, and am greatly pleaſed to 
I hear of the progreſs you make in your ſtudies, as 
well as your len ſituation, I know the doctor is 
a worthy man, and if your behaviour contiues con- 
ſitent with the duties of morality, you may be aſſured 
of his treating you with the ſame tenderneſs as if you 
were his own ſon. - oo 3 5 
As to the affair you mention, concerning the books, 
the incloſed order will convince you that nothing on 
my part ſhall be wanting to furniſh you with every 
thing neceſſary; as I am aſſured, from the whole of 
your former conduct, that you will not require any 
thing bordering on ſuperfluity. 
Lam your affectionate father, 


— 


— 


. 


From a Merchant's Midoau, toa Lady, a diſtant Relation 
in Behalf of her tabs Orphans, 


Madam, | 
\ N HEN you look at the ſubſcription of this letter 


[ doubt not of your being much ſurpriſed with 


its contents; but it is more on account of your amiable 
character, than that I have the honour of being your 
relation, that I have preſumed to trouble you with this. 
My late huſband, whom you know was reputed to be 
in affluent circumſtances, has been dead about fix 
months; his whole accounts has been ſettled with his 
creditors, and becauſe of many loſſes and bad debts, 
there is not above one hund red pounds left for myſelf. 
I have a fon juſt turned of fourteen, whom I ng = 
| in 
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bind apprentice to a reputable trade: and a daughter 
near ſeventeen, whoſe education has rendered — in- 
capable of acting as a menial ſervant, although ſhe 
would willingly be the companion of ſome young lady, 
where ſhe might be treated with familiarity and tender- 
neſs. In circuniftances' fo diſtreſſing, I have preſumed 
to addreſs myſelf to you: yout long acquaintance with 
the world, will enable you to direct me how to proceed, 
and I doubt not but your unbounded generofity will in- 
| duce you to comply with à requeſt Gckated by the fe» 
verity of affliction. L455 41 


Ms. At a 


LETTER VI. 

LL __ The Lady's Anſwer. 

SO Oe beag da ki ALE SF 
185 not whether I am · more affected with the me- 


— 


— 


deſt repreſentation of your affliction, or pleaſed that 
ye it in my power to aſſiſt you, You ſee, madam, 

that all human expectations are vain, and often attend · 
ed with deception ; when we think our . circumſtances, 
ate independent, there is generally ſome: latent miſ- 
chief hidden under the ſpecious appearance; and this 
ſhould teach us continually to look to that providence 
which ſuperintends the affairs of this lower werld, and 
orders all for the good of its ctearures, With reſpect 
to your two children, I have prapoſed the following 
ſcheme for their benefit: 7 

Let the bov think of ſome trade, to which his incli- 
nations lead him, and I will provide him with every 
neceſſary during his apprenticeſhip; and at the expira- 
tion of that term (if his behaviour is agreeable} ad- 
vance ſomething to ſer him up in buſineſs. As for the 
girl, let her be immediately ſent to my houſe, where 

e ſhall be brought up along with my daughters, and 
every thing in my power done to ſerve her. $4 

expect that, from time to time, you will communi- . 
cate to me an account of your own circumſtances, that 
| may be happy in alleviating every — 

4 | . am, &c. 


LET. 
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From the young Gentleman to his Mother, during his 


d having retired to the country, has hindered 
me from writing to you ſo often as I could wiſh, 
Ever fince I was bound to Mr. Anſon, he has treated 
me with every fort of indulgence, and I have endea- 
voured to acquire the good will of all our cuitomers. I 
know that you are ſo-ftraiteneg in your own circumſtan- 
ces, as not to be able to afford me pocket-money ; but 
1 have the pleaſure to tell you, that Mrs. Howard has 
taken care in that particular, and generouſly ſupplied 
me from time to time. In every part of my conduct I 
Mall endeavour to act conſiſtently with the principles 
of virtue, and am, with the utmoſt reſpect and duty, 
| VPoour affeGtionate ſon, 


— 
4 1 — — 


© LETTER VIL 
F rom the young Gentlewoman to her Mother. 


Homared Mather, | | 
FIN my hat I informed you that my worthy benefac- 
1 treſs, Mrs. Howard, had been extremely ill; I 
have the pleaſure to aſſure you, that ſhe is now per- 
fectly recovered. | The happineſs of my preſent ſitua- 
tion may be conceived, but it is not in my power to 
deſcribe it. After we get up in the morning, the fa- 
mily are called together, to return thanks to the Al- 
mighty for his 8 them during the preceding 
night, and to implore his protection the remaining 
art of the day: afterwards we retire to breakfaſt. 
— the forenoon, we young ones walk into the 
garden, or the fields, whilſt the good lady 1s employ- 
ed in diſpenſing medicines to her poor tenants, At 
one o'clock we dine, and afterwards retire to the ſum- 
mer-houſe, when each, in her turn, reads ſome part 
of the beſt Engliſh writers, whilſt the others are em- 
ployed in needle- work. I have received a letter from 
my 


— _ —— 


— A A. 
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my brother, and -am glad: to hear; he is ſettled in ſo 
good a family, I am, honoured Madam, 


Your affectionate and dutiful dau ghter, 


LETTER IX. . 


From à young Man to his F. ather, defiring him to intercede 
with his Maſter to take him again into his Service, 


Honoured Sir, © | | | | 
I T H ſhame, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 
- guilt, I have preſumed to write to you at this 
time. I doubt not but you have heard of the irregu- 
larities in my cond, which at laſt proceeded fo tar, 
as not only to induce me to defert the ſervice of the 
beſt of maſters, but to run into the commiſſion of thoſe 
vices that might have proved fatal to me, had it not 
been for the many examples and moral leſſons I met 
with in a book lately publiſhe. * It was the allure- 
ments of vicious company, that firſt tempted we to 
forſake the paths of virtue, and neglect my duty in a 
family where I was treated with the greateſt tenderneſs. 
Fully ſenſible of my fault, Iam willing to make eve- 
ry reparation in my power; but know not of any 
other, than by acting diametrically . oppoſite : to my 
former conduct. Let me beg of you, fir, to intercede 
with my worthy maſter to take me again into his ſer- 
vice, and my whole future life ſhall be one continue 
act of gratitude, | 6 ” ict 


Jam, Gr, your affectionate, 


Though undutiful ſon, 


502 An LE. T. 
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The Father's Anſaver. 


My dear Child, 
F ever Four live to be a father, you will know what 
I feel for you on the preſent occaſion. Tenderneſs as 


a parent, reſentment on account of ingratitude—a real 
concern for your future happineſs, and reſpect for the 


worthy man whoſe ſervice you deſerted, all conſpire to- 
gether to 3 my mind to different purpoſes; but 
paternal affection becomes predominant, and I am ob- 
liged to act as your friend, although Tam afraid you 
have conſidered me as your enemy; I have written to 
your maſter, and juſt now received his anſwer ; copies 
of which TI have Ent incloſed. Your maſter is willing 
again to receive you into his ſervice, and I hope your 
behaviour will be i 10226 to ſo much lenity, 


4 . 7 
am your affectionate iather, 


2 — — 


LITT. 
The Father's Leiter to the Maſter. 
My Worthy Friend, 


Have often written to you with pleaſure, but, alas! 

I am conſtrained at preſent to addreſs myfelt to you 
on a ſubject I little expected. I have juſt now received 
a letter from my ſon, by which I am informed, that 
he has left your ſervice, through the inſtigation of evil 
company : his letter contains a penitential acknowledg- 
ment ot his offence, together with a declaration of his 


reſolution to act conſiſtently with his duty for the fu- 


ture, He has begged of me to intercede with you in 
his behalf ; and | how your humanity will excuſe pa- 
rental affection. If you will again receive the unhap- 
py youth into your family, I have great reaſon to hope 
that his conduct will be equal to his promiſes; and it 


will confer a laſting obligation on an afflicted parent, 


and oblige Your ſincere will wiſner, 
C 5 L E T- 
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LETTER XII. 
The Maſter's Anarer. 


Sir, | 
VER fince I firſt confidered the ſtate of human na- 

ture, or the difference between right and wrong, I 
have always preferred mercy to the ſeverity of juſtice. 
However ſeaſonable your requeſt may appear to your- 
ſelf, yet to me it was really unneceſſary. I am a father, 
fir, and can feel at leaſt part of what you ſuffer. My 
reſentment againſt the young man is leſs than „ anxi- 
ety for his happineſs; and were I ſure of his adhering 
to an uninterrupted courſe of virtue, I ſhould have more 
real pleaſure than his accuiring me the revenue of a 
nabob. | 

In the mean time, that nothing may be wanting on 
my part to make both you and him as happy as * le, 
all faults are from this moment forgotten; my houſe is 
open for his reception; and if he will return he ſhall be 
treated with the ſame indulgence, as if he had never 
committed any fault whatever. 
I am, fir, your affectionate friend, 


LETTER XI. 


From a Mother, in Town, Io her Daughter at a Bearding- 
ſchool in the Country, recommending the Pradtice V ir- 


Fes 


Dear Child. | x 
A we are ſeparated in perſon, yet you 

are never abſent from my thoughts; and it is my 
continual practice to recommend you to the care of that 
Being, whoſe eyes are on all his creatures, and to whom 
the ſecrets of all hearts are open : but I have been lately 
ſomewhat alarmed, becauſe your two laſt letters do not 
run in that ftrain of unaffected piety as formerly. What 
my dear, is this owing to ? Does virtue appear to you as 
unpleaſant? Is your beneficent Creator a hard maſter, or 
are you reſolved to embark in'the faſhionable follies of a 


SAY, 


our beſt Engliſh writers; an 
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gay, unthinking world? Excuſe me, my dear, I am a 
mother, and my concern for your happineſs is inſepa- 
rably connected with my own. Perhaps J am miſtaken, 
and, what I have conſidered as a fault, may be only the 
effuſions of youthful gaity.— I ſhall conſider it in that 
light, and be extremely glad, yea happy, to find it fo. 
Uſeful inſtructions are never too often inculcated, and 
therefore, give me leave again to put you in mind of 
that duty, the performance of which alone can make 
you happy, both in time and in eternity. 

Religion, my dear, is a dedication ct the whole man 
to the will of God, and virtue is the actual operation 
of that truth, which diffuſes itſelf through every part 
of our conduct; its conſequences are equally beneficial 
as its promiſes : ** Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths are peace,” 

Whiltt * gay, unthinking part of youth are devo- 
ting the whole of their time to faſhionable pleaſures, 
how happy ſhall 1 be to hear, that my child was reli- 
gious without hypocritical aufterity, and even gay with 
innocence, Let me beg that you will ſpend at leaſt 
one hour each day in l your Bible, and ſome of 

don't imagine that reli- 
gion is ſuch a gloomy thing as ſome enthuſiaſts have 
reppreſented; no, it indulges you in every rational 
amuſement, ſo far as it is conſiſtent with morality;— 
it forbids nothing but what is hurtful. 

Let me beg you will conſider attentively what I have 
written, and ſend me an anſwer as ſoon as you can, 

I am your affectionate mother, 


* — — —— — — ˖ 
6 — 


e e 


The Anſwer. 


| Honoured Mother, 

I Am ſo much affected by the peruſal of your really 
parental advice, that i can ſcarcely hold the pen to 

write an anſwer : bnt duty to the beſt of parents obliges 

me to make you eaſy in your mind, before I take any 


— 


reſt to myſelf. That * conſpicuous in my former 


2 letters, 
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letters, is too true to be denied, nor do I defire to draw . 


a veil over my own folly, No madam, I freely confeſs 
it; but, with the greateſt ſincerity, I muſt at the ſame 
time declare, that they were written in a careleſs man- 
ner, without conſidering the character of the perſon to 


whom they were addrefled : J am fully ſenſible of my 


error, and, on all future occaſions, ſhall endeavour to 
avoid giving the leaſt offence. The advice you ſent me 
in your valuable letter, wants no encomium ; all that I 
deſire is, to have them engraven on my heart. My dear 
madam, I love religion, I love virtue, and I hope no 
conſideration will ever lead me from thoſe duties, in 
which alone I expect future happineſs. Let me beg to 
hear from you often, and I hope that my whole future 
conguet will convince the beſt of parents, that I am 
what ſhe wiſhes me to be. 
I am, honoured madam, your dutiful daughter, 


— 


LET TEN XV. 


From à Gen lemar, an Officer in the Army, to his Son at a 
Boarding ſchool, recommending Diligence in his Studies. 


Dear Bill R 
0 regiment is now at Portſmouth, and we are or- 
dered to embark for Minorca. I thought to have 
called on you at the ſchool, but our orders to march were 


ſo ſudden, that J had no time to ſpare from the neceſſary 


duties of my ſtation. Let me beg, my dear, that you 
will attend with the utmoſt aſſiduity to your ſtudies. 
Youth is the proper time for acquiring knowledge, 
which, if properly improved, and reduced to practice, 
will be of the utmoſt ſervice to you in your future life: 
you are yet unacquainted with the world, and happy will 
it be for you, if you remain ignorant of the toils and 


dangers of a military life. Let me therefore intreat 


you, in the moſt earneſt manner, to think of ſome em- 
ploy ment which will procure you a decent ſubſiſtence, 
and enable you to live independently in the world. I. 


. have left an order with our agent to pay for your edu- 
cation; and although my pay is ſmall,” yet nothing on 


my 
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my part ſhall be wanting, to make your life as eaſy as 
poſſible. As it will be ſome days before we fail, I ſhall 
expect to have a letter from you, and if too late it will 
be ſent after me. In the mean time. | 


_ — 


LETTER: XVI. 
The Samt Anſwer. 
Homnenred Sir, 
TT was one of the firſt leſſons you taught me, that 
gratitude is the nobleſt principle that can actuate the 
heart of man; but what muſt it be, when connected 


with filial duty incumbent on a ſon to the moſt indul- 


goue parent! I am left in a ſituation that may be felt 


ut not deſcribed. That my worthy and honoured pa- 


ent ſhould be ſo precipitately hurried away to a diſtant 
country, almoſt fills me with horror ; eſpecially when I 
conſider, that I may never have an opportunity of ſee- 


ing you any more. I am convinced that your friendly 


advice to me is ſuch, that, if ſtrictly followed, muſt be 
attended with the mott beneficial conſequences to my- 
ſelf ; my honour and happineſs will equally depend on 
adhering to them, and thall always conſider it as my 
ſecond greateſt duty, to obey the precepts of my wor- 
thy father. I have gone already ſo far as to be able to 
read Xenophon, and next week I enter upon Homer- 
I have ſome thoughts, if agreeable to you, to take 
chambers in one of the 1nns of court in order to ſtudy 
the law : my inclinations run that way, but I ſubmit 


it wholly to your approbation. Let me beg to hear 
from you as often as poſſihle, as it will be the greateſt. 


pleaſure I can enjoy during ſuch a ſeparation, 
Jam, honoured fir, your moſt affectionate ſon, 


— — —  — — 


LET -T.E-R XV... 
From a young Gentleman, Clerk ta a Merchant in Town, 
ta his Father in the Cauntry, ſuliciting Pocket-money, 
Honoured Sir, 


— 


1 Wrote to you by maſter Bale, the linen draper, but 


not having received any anſwer makes me very un- 
eaſy : although I have been as good an œconomiſt as 
C 3 poſſible. 


I am your affectionate father, 
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poſſible, yet, I find, the pocket-money you allowed me 
to take monthly from Mr. Willis, the grocer, is not 
ſufficiend to ſupport my neceſſary expences, although it 
was ſo at firſt, London is ſuch a place, that unleſs one 
maintains ſomething of a character, they are ſure to be 
treated with contempt, and pointed at as objects of ri- 
dicule. I aſſure you, fir, that I abhor every ſort of ex- 
travagance, as much as you can deſire, and the ſmall 
matter which I aſk as an addition to your former allow- 
ance, is only to promote my own intereſt, and which, I 
am ſure, you have as much at heart as any parent poſſi- 
bly can, My maſter will ſatisfy you, that my conduct 
has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of morality. 
I ſubinit it to your judgment what you think proper to 
orcer me. I did not chuſe to mention my want of mo- 
ney to Mr, Willis, and, \for the reaſon, have not taken 
any thing more than what you ordered: I hope you 
will not be offended with what I have written ; as I 
Mall always conſider myſelf happy in performing my 
duty, and acquiring the favour 1 my honoured parents. 
I am, honoured fir, your affectionate ſon, 


LETTER XVII. 
The Father's Anſwer, 


My dear Child. 

VI reaſon for not ſending to you ſooner was, that 

had been on a journey to your uncle at Man- 
cheſter, where I was detained longer than I expected, 
and, conſequently, did not ſee your letter till laſt 
night. I have conſidered your requeſt, and am con- 
vinced that it is altogether reaſonable : you are greatly 
miſtaken if you think that I wanted to confine you to 
the ſmall matter paid by Mr. Willis: no; it was in- 
deed inadverteney; but my conſtant reſidence in the 
country makes me little acquainted with the cuſtoms 
of London. I don't defire to confine you to any parti- 
cularſum ; you are now arrived at an age, when it 


becomes abſolutely neceſſary for you to be well ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the value of money, your profeſſion like- 
wiſe requires it : and, it is well known, that prudence 
and ſobriety in youth, naturally leads to regularity of 
conduct in more advanced years. Virtue inſures re- 
ſpect, and, as I well know, that all manner of precepts 
are uſeleſs where the inclinations are vicious, I have 
left the affair, mentioned in your letter, intirely to your 
own diſcretion ; and, as the incloſed order is unlimit- 
ed, [ doubt not but prudence will direct you how to 
proceed. I am, dear child, your affectionate father, 


LETTER. XIX. 


From a young Gentleman at a Boarding ſchool in the Coun- 
try, ts his Brother, an Apprentice in London. 


Dear Jacky, 

123 maſter Billy Thompſon is going to Lon- 

don to morrow in the ſtage, and I have ſent this 
by him to you. We are all well at ſchool, and I have 
got as far as Ovid: I have likewiſe got through the 
rules of practice, of which I ſhall give you a better ac- 
count when I come to town at the holidays. Dear 
brother, give my duty to my papa and mama, and tell 
them I long to ſee them; I pray for them and you eve- 
ry day ; and I have read over the Complete Duty of 
Man, which my mama gave me. I ſpend an hour eve- 
ry day in reading Dr. Goldſmith's Roman Hiſtory. 
Pray Jacky ſend me ſome books, for I am very fond of 
reading, and a pair of the neweſt pattern of buckles, 
and I ſhall do more for you when leave ſchool. 

I am your loving brother, 


—_— 


LETTER XX. 
The Brother's Anſwer. 


Dear Brother, 
Received your kind letter, and am glad to hear you 
I are well, as alſo of the progreſs you make in learning, 


I read your letter to your papa and mama, and they are 
| much. 


„1 „ — 2 — 


— 


— —é— — ̃ — —— 
—— — — 
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much pleaſed with it. Bill Thompſon dines at our houſe 
' to-morrow, and he will bring you this. Your mama 
has ſent you half a guinea ; and as you are ſo fond of 
books, i have ſent yon Rollin's Belles Lettres. Mr. 
Auſtin, our curate, ſays, that although all ſorts of hiſto- 
ry 1s uſeful, yet he thinks you ſhould begin with that of 
our own country; and he has ſent yo a preſent of 
Ruffel's Hiſtory of England, which is ornamented with 
a ſet of the moſt elegant copper-plates extant in this 
kingdom. I have ſent you the buckles, and ſome other 
things, which you will find ſealed up in the parcel, 
We all beg that you will continue to perſevere as you 
have begun, in an uniform courſe of virtue. It will 
intitle you to the favour of God, be a pleaſure to your 
parents, and turn out to your own advantage the laſt, 
I am, dear brother, 
Your's affectionately, 


— — — 


LETTER XXI. 


From a ycung Traeſman, lately entered into Bnfineſs, to 
| 2 Father, aſting his Conſent to Marry. 


Homonred Sir, 

OU know that it is now above a year ſince I enter- 
ed into bufineſs for myſelf, and finding it daily in 
creaſing, I am * to look out for an agreeable part- 
ner, I mean a wife: there is a very worthy family in 
this neighbourhood, with whom I have been ſome time 
acquainted. They are in good circumftances, and have 
a daughter an amiable young woman, greatly eſteemed 
by all who know her I | have paid my addreſſes to her, 
and likewiſe obtained the parent's conſent, on condi. 
tion that it is agreeable to you, I would not do any 

thing of that nature without your conſent ; but I ho 
that, upon the ſtrifteſt enquiry, you wall find her ſuch 
a perſon, that you will not have any objection to a 
match ſo advantageous. I, on every occaſion, endea- 
vour to act with the greateſt prudence, conſiſtent with 
the rules you was pleaſed to preſcribe for my conduct. 
The pareuts are to pay me five hundred pounds on the 


day 


—_ 
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day of marriage, if the event ſhould happen to take 
place, and as they have no other children, the whole 
of their property becomes ours at their death. In what 
ever light you are pleaſed to confider this, I ſhall abide 
by your direction, and your anſwer in the mean time is 
impatiently expected, By your dutiful ſon. 


Pn 
— 


LETTER XXII. 
The Father's Anſwer. 


My dear Son, 
I Received your letter, and my reaſon for not ſending 
ſooner is, that it being an aff ir of great import- 


ance, I was willing to proceed therein with the utmoſt 


caution. I wrote to Mr. Johnſon, my attorney in New 
Inn, eſiring him to enquire concerning the family you 
deſire to be allied with; and I am glad to hear that his 
account does not differ from your own. Lhope you do 
not think that I would deſire to ſee you one moment 
unhappy. Your reaſons for entering into the marriage 
ſtate are every way ſatisfactory, and I ain glad to hear 
that the perſon on whom you have placed your affec- 
tions is ſo deſerving. When you have fixed the wed- 


ding day I will come to London to be preſent at the ce- 


remony, and ſpend a few days with my old friends. I 
hope you will continue to attend your buſineſs with the 
ſame diligence you have hitherto done, and if you ſhould 
live to an old age, you will then be able to retire from 
trade with honour, both to yourſelf and family, 

I am, dear ſon, your affectionate father, 


__— 
G III Won AATAY 


LETTER XXIII. 


From a young Woman, juſt gone to Service in London, ta 
her Mather in the Conntry, 


Dear Mother, | 
T is now a month that I have been at Mr. Wilſon's, 
and I thank God that I like my place ſo well. My 


maſter and miſtreſs are both worthy people, and greatly 
reſpected 


— —— 
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reſpected by all their neighbours. At my firſt coming 
there I thought every 2 and wondered to 
ſee ſuch multitudes of people in the ſtreets ; but what I 
ſuffer moſt from is, the remembrance of your's and my 
father's kindneſs ; but I begin to be more reconciled to 
my ſtate, as I know you were not able to ſupport me at 
home. I return you a thouſand thanks for the kind ad- 
vices you were ſo good to give me at parting, and [ 
ſhall endeavout to practiſe them as long as 1 hve : let 
me hear from you as often as you have an opportunity : 
ſo with my duty to you and my father, and kind love 
to all friends, 


I remain ever, 


Your moſt dutiful daughter, 


— © 


LETTER XXIV. 
T he Mother's 4nſaver. 
My dear Child, 


I AM glad to hear that you have got into ſo worthy a 
1 family, You know that we never ſhould have part- 
ed from you had it not been for your good, If you 
continue virtuous and obliging, all the family with love 
and efteem you, Keep vun employed as much as 
you can, and be always ready to affiſt your fellow. 
fervants. Never ſpeak ill of any body ; but if you 
Hear a bad ſtory, try to ſoften it as much as you can; 
do not repeat it again, but let it ſlip out of your mind 
as ſoon as poſſible. I am in great hopes that all the 
family are kind to you, from the good character I have 
heard of them. If you have any time to ſpare from 
your buſineſs, I hope you will ſpend ſome part of it in 
reading your Bible, and the Whole Duty of Man. I 
pray 2 you daily, and there is nothing I deſire more 
than my dear child's happineſs. Remember, that the 
more faithful you are in the diſcharge of your duty as 
a ſervant, the better you will proſper, if you live to 
- have a family of your own. Your father deſires his 
bleſſing, and your brothers and ſiſters their kind love 

* 5 to 
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to you. Heaven bleſs you, my dear child! and con- 
tinue you to be a comfort to us all, and particularly to 
Your affectionate mother, 


LETTER XXV. 


From an aged Lady in the Country, to her Niece in London, 
cautioning her againſt keeping Company with a Gentle- 
man of a bad Character. 


* 


Dear Niece, | 


HE fincere love and affection which I may have 
for your indulgent father, and ever had for your 
virtuous mother, when ſhe was alive, together with 
the tender regard I have for your future happineſs and 
welfare, have prevailed on me rather to inform you by 
letter than by word of mouth, concerning what I have 
heard of your unguarded conduct, and the too 
freedoms you take with Mr. Lovelace. You have 
ſeen with him at both the Playhouſes, in St. James's 
Pars, Ranelagh, and Vauxhall. Don't imagine, miece, 
that I write this from a principle of ill- nature; it is on 
purpoſe to ſave you from ruin; for, let me tell you, 
your familiarity with him gives me no ſmall concern, 
as his character is extremely bad, and as he has ated 
in the moſt ungenerous manner to two or three virtuous 
young ladies of my acquaintance, who entertained too | 
favourable an opinion of his honour. *Tis poffible, i4 
as you have no great fortune to expect, and he has an 
uncle, from whom he expects a conſiderable eſtatę, that 
you may be tempted to imagine his addreſs an offer ta 
your advantage; but that is greatly to be queſtioned ; 
ſor I have heard that he is deep in x Foz as alſo that he 
is privately engaged to a rich old widow at Chelſea, 
In ſhort, my dear, he is a pertect hbertine, and is ever | 
boaſting of favours from our weak ſex, whoſe fondneſs «| 
and frailty are the conſtant topics of his railing and ri- . 4 
dicule. | | . 
Let me prevail on you, dear niece, to avoid his com- 23, 1 
pany as you would that of a madman; for, notwithftand. . 4 » 


- 
in 
— 


. | 
- # * 


* 
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ing I ſtill hope you are ſtrictly virtuous, yet your good 
name may be irreparably loft by ſuch 4 — of im- 
prudence. I have no other motive but an unaffected 
zeal for your intereſt and welfare: ] flatter myſelf you 
will not be offended with the liberty here taken, by 

Vour ſincere friend, and affectionate aunt, 


ä 
— 


LETTER XXVI. 
T he Young Lady's Anſwer. 


Honoured Madam, | 
I Received your letter, and when I conſider your rea- 
ſons for writing, I thankfully acknowledge you m 
friend, It is true I have been at tHoſe public places 
you mention, along with Mr. Lovelace, but was utter- 
ly ignorant of his real character. He did make me pro- 
poſals of marriage, but I told him I would do nothing 
without my father's conſent. He came to viſit me this 
morning, when J told him that a regard for my repu- 
tation obliged me never to ſee him any more, nor even 
to correſpond with him by letter, and you may depend 
on my adhering to that reſolution. In the mean time 
I return you a thouſand thanks for your friendly advice 
I am ſenſible every young woman ought to be careful 
of her reputation, and conſtantly avoid the company 
of libertines. To convince you of my ſincerity. I 
ſhall leave London in about ſix weeks, and will call to 
ſee you after 1 have been at my father's. 
I am, honoured madam, 
Your affectionate niece, 


1 


LETTER XXVII. 


From a young Gentleman in the Engliſh Factory at Liſton, 
to his Siſter in Londen. 


Dear Sifter, 
I Am extremely obliged to you for the kind preſent by 
the laſt packer, and likewiſe to hear of your marriage 


with Mr. Bale. I am very well ſettled in the e 
a 
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and the gentlemen treat me with the greateſt indul- 
ce. We have often been told by our worthy father, 
that popery is little better than Paganiſin, and I find it 
to be true ever ſince I ſettled in this city, where igno- 
rance, ſuperſtition, and even idolatry, ſeem to reign 
in the-moſt ſovereign manner, and that dreadful tribu- 
nal the Inquiſition, exerciſes ; ſuch an unlimited autho- 
rity over both the bodies and conſciences of every per- 
ſon, that none dare utter their ſentiments with fe - 
dom. We ſee little elſe in the ſtreets, beſides the pro- 
ceſſions of prieſts and monks ; nor any other public re- 
reſentations, except the barbarous diverſion of bull- 
ghts, and the horrid practice of burning thoſe unhappy 
ple called Hereticks ; whoſe greateſt fault is often no 
more than ſpeaking a word diſreſpe&fully of the prieſts, 
or being abſent one-day from maſs. Hhouy are you, 
dear ſiſter, to live in a land of liberty; I long to ſee 
you again, but the -neceflity I am under of 8 
a perfect knowledge of my buſineſs, obliges me to diſ- 
penſe with many things, in their nature diſagteeable. 
I ſhall be glad to hear often from you, and that you 
may goon in a courſe of uninterrupted proſperity and 
happineſs is the conſtant prayer of 


Your affeRionate brother, 


1 


— 


LETTER XXVIII. 
The Sifter's Anſwer, 


Dear Brother, 3 


T Have been laid in above two months, of a ſon, and 

Mr. Bale has ſuch reſpect for you, that the child is 
called by your name. I am glad to hear of the indul- 
gence you receive from the gentlemen of the Factory, 
and I doubt not but you will continue to merit it. 
Good ſenſe and good manners will always go hand in 
hand together, and never fail of procuring reſpec, 
'The account you ſent us of Popiſh ſuperſtition, is con- 
ſilent with the notions I always had of it, and I ſin- 
cerely bleſs God that I am in a country where the 


D truc 
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true religon is tavght, and every ſort of perſecution 
abhorred. Your aunt Barton 1s lately dead, and has 
left you a conſiderable fortune, but I cannot at preſent 
mention the particulars; and indeed it is needleſs, as 
Mr. Bale will communicate them to you as ſoon as poſ- 
fible. In the mean time, dear brother, perſevere in 
an uniform courſe of virtue, which alone can ſecure 
your preſent and future happineſs. I have ſent you a 
few preſents, as alſo cloth for a fuit of mourning for 
your late worthy aunt. Your time will ſoon be expired, 
when we ſhall be glad to ſee- you, our brother, once 
more in London, which is the earneſt prayer of 
Yourever affectionate ſiſter, 


DELLS = — 


LETTER” XS 
From à Sailor at Plymouth, to his Wife in London, © 


Dear Betty, 8 
W are juſt returned from a cruize againſt the 
8 


paniards, where we have given them ſuch a 


drubbing, that I believe the Dons will ſoon be glad to 


make peace with 1 N We have ſunk two, and 
take three of their ſhips, wherein is great treaſure; 
but it will be ſome time before we receive our prize- 
money. However, I have ſix months wages due, aud 
have ſent you an order, by which you will receive it at 
the Pay- office in Broad- ſtreet. We ſail again in a few 
days. Do not be uneaſy for me my dear, as I hope 
the war will ſoon be over, and I ſhall have the plea- 
ſure, once more, to ſee you in London, there to Gena 
the remainder of my days, | : 
| I am your loving huſband till death, 


LET. 
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LETTER XXX. 


Brom 4 young Wiman, a Servant in London, to her Pa- 
| rents, defiring their Conſent to marry. 


Honoured Father and Mother, 


I Have ſent this to inform you, that one Mr. Wood, 
a young man, à cabinet maker, has paid his ad- 
dreſſes to me, and now offers me marriage: I told him 
1 would do nothing without your conſent, and there- 
fore have ſent this by William Jones, yo ir neighbour, 
who called on me, and will inform you particularly of 
his circumſtances. 

The young man has been ſet up in buſineſs about two 
years, and is very regular and ſober. Moſt people in 
the neighbourhood efteem him, and his buſineſs is dai- 
ly increaſing. I think I could live extremely happy 
with him, Hut do not chooſe to give him my promife 
untill I have firſt heard from you : whatever anſwer you 
ſend ſhall be obeyed by 

Your affectionate daughter, 


_—_— 


_— —_— 9 _ 


LETTER. XAX!. 
The Parent's Anſwer. 


: Dear Child. | 


W received your letter by Mr. Jones, and the 
character he gives of the young man is ſo agree- 
able, hat we have no objection to your marrying him: 
begging that you will ſeriouſly conſider the duties of 
that important ſtate, before it is too late to repent, 
Confider well with yourſelf, that according to your 
conduct to each other, you muſt be either happy or 
miſerable as long as you live. There are many occur- 
rences in life in which the beſt of men's tempers may 
be ruffled, on account of loſſes or diſappointments; if 
your huſband ſhould at w=_ time be ſo, endeavour to 
make him as eaſy as — Be careful of every * 

2 — 
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he commits to your keeping; and never affect to a 
pear ſuperior to your ſtation ; for although your cir- 
cumſtances may be eaſy, yet, whilſt in trade, you will 
find a continual want of money for many different pur- 
ſes. It is poſſible ſome of your more polite neigh- 
ours may deſpiſe you for a while, but they will be 
forced in the end to acknowledge, 1 conduct 
was conſiſtent with the duties of a married ſtate. But, 
above all, remember your duty to God, and then you 
may chearfully look for a bleſſing on your honeſt en- 
deavours. May God direct you in every thing for the 
beſt, is the ſincere prayer of 


Vour loving father and mother, 


PART 
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ON BUSINESS. 


— 
— 
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From a young Man inthe Country, to a Merchant in Lou- 
dan, offering Correſpondence, ; 


N f 
M Y apprenticeſhip with Mr. Wilſon being expired, 

V during which 1 had proofs of your integrity in 
all your dralings, with my worthy maſter, my parents 
have given me tum hundred pounds to begin the world, 
which. you know is not ſufficient to carry. on trade to 
any advantage: that I may be able to ſell my goods as 
cheap as paſſible, I would chuſe to have them from the 
facſt i and likewiſe the uſual. time of credit. If it 
is agreeable to you, I hereby offer you my correſpond- 
ence, not doubting but you. will uſe me as well as you 
did Mr. Wilſon, and you may depend on my punctu— 
ality with reſpect to payments. 


My la te maſter has no objeQion to my ſetting up, as 


it will not be in the leaſt prejudicial to his buſineſs. 1 
ſhall depend on your fending me the following order as 
ſoon and as cheap as poſſible, and am, fir, | 

I 7 Your humble ſervant, 


D z 5 ee Þw: 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


The Merchant's Anſwoer.. 

SIE, | | 
OUR's I received, and am extremely glad to hear 

that your parents have enabled you to open a ſhop 
for yourſelf, Your behaviour to your late maſter was 
ſuch, that it cannot fail of procuring you many cuſtom- 
ers. I have ſent you the goods by the Stafford waggon, 
in twelve parcels, marked XI ; and I doubt not but you 


will be punRual in your returns, which will always en- 


able me to ſerve you as low as poſſible, and with the 
beſt goeds which | can procure. I heartily wiſh you 
ſucceſs in buſineſs, and doubt not but you well know, 
that honeſty and aſſiduity are the moſt likely means to 
inſure it, and am, Your obliged ſervant, 


LETTER XXXIV. 
From a young Man whoſe Maſter had lately died. 


S 1 R, ; 

Doubt not but you have hard of my late worthy 
[| maſter's death. I have ſerved him as apprentice 
and Journeyman above twelve years; and as my mi- 
treſs does not chuſe to carry on the buſineſs, I have ta- 
ken the ſhop and ftock in trade, and ſhall be glad to 
deal with you in the ſame manner he did. I have ſent 
the incloſed order for payment of ſuch bills as are due, 
and you may depend on punctuality with reſpect to the 
remainder, for which purpoſe let them he-entered- as 
my debt. Pleaſe to ſend the incloſed order, and let 
the goods be the beſt you have, which will oblige 

| Your humble ſervant, 


g 


LETTER XXXV. 
The Anſaver, 

S LR, | 1 | 

OUR's I received, and am extremely ſorry to hear 

of the death of my good friend, your late maſter : 


but, at the ſame time, pleaſed to find that his — 
| as 


e 
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has fallen into ſuch good hands as your's, You have 
double advantage over a ſtranger, as you are well ac- 


quainted both with your late maſter's trade and cuſtom- 
ers, which, by his dealings with me, appears to be ve- 
ry extenſive. I have ſent your order in ten bales, 
marked O P, by the Speedwell, of Hull, John. Thomp- 
ſon, maſter, and you will find them as good and chea 
as any that are to be had in London. LI heartily. t 

you for your. offered correſpondence ; and ſhall, on all 
occaſions, uſe you with honour. I wiſh you all man- 
ner of ſucceſs ; and am, &c. | * 6 


. 


3 'L E'TIT 4 R M 
To a Correſpondent, requeſting the Payment of a Sum of 
$7 Ps Money. | „ 
S I X, ; 44 
LTHOUGH the balance of the acconnt between 
| us has been of long ſtanding in my favour, yet 
would I not have apphed to you at preſent, had not a 
very unexpected demand been made upon me for a con- 
fiderable ſum, La —_— our aſſiſtance, is not in 
my power to anſwer, n I have an opportunity of 
id you, I ſhall then inform you of the — of 
this demand, and the neceſſity of my diſcharging it. I 
hope you will excuſe me this freedom, which nothing 
but a regard to my credit and family could oblige me 
to take. If it does not ſuit you to remit the whole 
part will be thankfully received by 
Your humble ſervant, 


* 3 


LETTER xxxVII. 


| The Anſwer. 
SIX, | | 
I Have juſt received your's, and am forty to hear of 
your affliction. t the account between us was 


not ſooner ſettled, was owing to the failure of two prin- 
cipal creditors, I have juſt received a remittance From 


Nottingham, 


f 
i 


c 
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Nottingham, and am greatly pleaſed that it is in my 
er to anſwer the whole of your demand. The ba- 
nce between us is two hundred and fifty pounds, for 
which I have ſent incloſed an order on Mr. Caſh, the 
banker, L hope you will fur mount this and every other 


difficulty, and am, 
Your fincęre well-wiſher, 


LETTER XXXVIL 


From 4 Merchant at Leghorn, ta a. Brother in Loneunt, 4 
Fring him to ſell ſome Gods, and purchaſe others, _ 


r | 

CCORDING to the agreement ſettled between 
F4 us when I left England, I have ſent, by the 
Charnung Sally, Cape Folmſon, twelve bales of raw 
filk, marked A Z, deſiring you to diſpoſe of them to 
the beſt advantage; they are warranted „as I e- 
amined every parcel ſeparately, before they were ſent 
on board. You will receive an incloſed order for ſeve- 
ral different articles of Britiſl manufactures, to be ſent 
by the farſt ſkip failing for this, port. Let them be as 
good. and cheap as poſſible you can procure, as they 
are much wanted at preſent. 7 
A. I am, far, your humble ſervant, 


4 


— — 


LETTER XXXIX. 
| | The Anſwer. 
SIX, 
OUR'sI received, and the twelve bales, marked 
A Z, weredelivered at the. Cuſtom-houſe. 1 im- 
mediately advertiſed them for ſale at Garraway's, in 
twelve different lots, but they were all purchaſed by an 
eminent manufacturer in Spitalfields, for nine hundred 
and forty. pounds, which L bave lodged: in the Bank in 
your name. I have likewye ſhipped on board the Bit. 
patch, Captain Hervey, the different articles which you: 
ordered. They are in twenty bales, marked B M. E 


LETTERS ox BUSINESS. 45 


am told they ate the beſt that can be had in London, 
and doubt not of their giving ſatisfaRion, 


I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 


—6 


LETTER XI. 
As urgent Demand of Payment. 


Mr. Thompſon, 
E HE exigence of my affairs compels me thus im- 
A portunately, nay peremptorily, to write to you. 
Can you think it poſſible to carry on buſineſs in the 
manner you act by me? You know what promiſe you 
have made, and how, from time to time, you have 
broken them. Can I therefore depend upon any new 
ones you make? If you uſe others as you do me, how 
can you think of carrying on buſineſs ; If you do not, 
what muſt I think of the man, who deals worſe by me 
than he does by others? If you think you can treſpaſs 
more upon me, than you can on others, that is a very 
bad compliment to my prudence, or your own grati- 
tude ; for ſurely good uſage ſhould be intitled to the 


ſame in return, I know how to allow for diſappoint- 


ments as well as any man; but can a man be diſap- 
pointed for ever? Trade is ſo dependent a thing, that 
it cannot be carried on without mutual punctuality. 
Does not the merchant expect it from me for theſe very 
goods I ſend you? And can I make a return to him 
without receiving it from you ? What can it anſwer 
to give you two years credit, and then be at an uncer- 
tainty, for goods which I ſell at a ſmall profit, and have 
only fix months credit for myſelf ? Indeed, fir, this will 
never do. I muſt be more punctually uſed by you, or 
elſe muſt deal as little punctually with others: and then 
what muſt be the conſequence ! In ſhort, fir, I expect a 
handſome payment by the next return, and ſecurity for 
the remainder ; as I am very loath to take any harſh 
meaſures to procure juſtice to myſelf, my family, and 

greditors. For I am, if it be not your own fault, 
* Your faithful friend and ſervant. 


LE T- 


; 
| 
| 
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EXT tx" x 


The Anſwer. 
SIX. 

[| Acknowledge with gratitude the lenity you have at 
all times ſhewn, 1 being obliged to diſappoint 
you ſo often has given me much uneaſineſs. I do aſſure 
you, fir, that I am not ſo ungrateful as my conduct has 
given you reaſon to believe. From the fate of my ac- 
counts, you will find that the greateſt part of my pro- 
perty is in the hands of country dealers, who, although 
y ſeldom fail, yet their times of payment are very 
precarious and uncertain. However, to convince you 
of my integrity, I have ſent by this day's poſt an order 
for ſeventy pounds, and next week you ſhall receive one 
much larger. The remainder ſhall be ſent in a very 
ſhort time, I am determined, for the future, to make 
the rules laid down in your excellent letter, a guide, in 
my dealings with thoſe people, whoſe dilatorineſs in 
making good their payment to me, obliged me to dif- 
appoint, you; and to convince you further of my inte- 
grity, the goods which J order until the old account is 
paid off, Kal be for ready money. I doubt not but 
you will continue to treat me with the ſame good uſage 
as formerly, and believe me to be ünfeignedl e, 
RF; Your obliged humble ſervant, 


— — üʒgX2Ü2ᷣ— — 
LETTER XLII. 
Fram a yow:g Perſim in Trade, to a whol:ſale Dealer, who 
ad ſuddenly made a Demand on him. 
FN TT | 
Y OUR demand coming very unexpectedly, I muſt 
confeſs I am not prepared to anſwer it. I know 
the ſtated credit in this article uſed to be only four 
months; as it has been always a cuſtom to allow at leaſt 
two months more. I did not think you would have ſent 
for it till that time, and confequently truſted to a prac- 
tice ſo long eſtabliſhed in trade. Sir, I beg you wilt 
not ſuppofe it is any defictency which hinders me from 
: | com- 


* __ * 
** lit. 


hs... . * 
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complying with your requeſt, nor ſhall I aſk any more 
than is uſual, If you will be pleaſed to let your ſer- 
vant call this day three weeks for the one half of the 
ſam, it ſhall be ready, and the remainder in a fort- 
night after, In the mean time, I beg that you will 
not let any word ſlip concerning this, as very little will 
hurt a young beginner, Sir, you may take my word 
with the greateſt ſafety, that I will pay you as I have 
promiſed ; and if you hare any reaſon to demand the 
money ſooner, be pleaſed to let me know, that if I 
have it not I may borrow-it; for if I have loſt credit 
with you, I hope I have not done ſo with all the world. 
I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 


a _— 


LETTER XLIII. 
The Anſaver. 


—_ — — 


SIX, 


| pf 62 HERE is no perſon in the world, who could more 
willingly ſhew every ſort of indulgence to a young 
beginner than myſelf, and I am extremely ſorry to 


. preſs you on the preſent occaſion ; but 1 have reaſons: 


and although it 1s not always either fair, or prudent 
to mention them, yet = will give me leave to aſk the 
following queſtion : Whether you have any dealings 
with an uſurer near Moorfields, and what is his name? 
If you give me ſatisfaction on this head, I ſhall not 
urge the demand I have made upon you ſooner than 
the time you mention ; but as it may be done at once, 
I] expect your anſwer by the bearer whom you well 
know, for he was, as he informs me, very lately your 
_ ſervant. _ 

I aſſure you, fir, it is in conſideration of the great 
opinion I have of your integrity, that I refer the pay- 
ment of my demand to a ſimple anſwer to this queſtion ; 
but I fear that cannot be done, 


I am your friend and well-wiſher, 


LE T- 


* — ——2öih⸗z- ln 
-  _ 
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099 16 ES ee on 
| Soliciting the Loan of Money frim 4 Friend. 6 s b | 
Deur Sir,” avid owt 


Believe that ever ſince you firſt knew me you will be 
ready to acknowledge, that no perſon was ever more 


baſhful in aſking favours than myſelf. Indeed I have 


always conſidered it as more pleafing to an honeft mind, 
to confer, than receive a favour ; but an unexpected 
affliction in my family, obliges me to ſolicit your aſſiſt- 


ance, by the loan of about forty pounds, for fix months; 


but on this condition, that you can ſpare it without 
hurting yourſelf ; for I would by no means chuſe that 
my friend ſhould ſuffer in his preſent circumſtances in 
order to oblige me. Indeed, fir, I was ſome days en- 

ane my acquaintances to raiſe the money, 
ore I could prevail with myſelf to aſk it from you ; 
and that I have now done it, is from a principle far more 
noble than any lucrative motive: nor indeed would 
I have aſked it at all, were I not morally certain of pay- 
ing it at the time promiſed, I hope this will not give 
any offence, and as- I ſaid before, if it is any way in- 


convenient, let me beg that you will refuſe it. 


I am, fir, Your's with the greateſt ſincerity 


— 


LETTER XLV. 
The Anſwer, 


Dear Sir, | 
I Could not hefitate one moment in anſwering your 
I letter; and had I known that my worthy friend had 
been in want of the ſum mentioned, I ſhould never 
have put his unaffected modeſty to the bluſh, by ſuffer- 


ing him to aſk it: no, fir, the offer ſhould have come 


from myſelf, However, the ſum is ſent by the bearer, 
but let me beg, that if you confifer me really as your 
friend, that you will ſuit the payment to your own cir- 
cumſtances, without being confined to a particular time l 
an 


*% » _— a 8 
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and not only ſo, but that you will likewiſe command 

my aſſiſtance in every thing elſe wherein I can ſerve 

3 But left you think me ſtrictly formal, I have 
ereby given you leave to draw on me to the amount 

of two hundred pounds, or for any leſs ſum, to be paid 

as is moſt ſuitable- to your circumſtances. 

2 n I am, fir, your ſincere friend, 


— 


LETTER XIVI. 
From a Tenant to a Landlord, excufing Delay of Payment, 


SIX, 
1 Have been your tenant above ten years in the houſe 
where I now live, and you know that I have never 
failed to pay my rent quarterly when due. At preſeat 
I] am extremely ſorry to inform you, that from a variety 
of loſſ:s and diſappointmeats, I am under the neceflity 


of begging that you will indulge me one quarter longer. 


By that time I hope to have it in my power to anſwer 
your juſt demand, and the favour ſhall be ever grate- 
tully acknowledged by your 
| Obedient humble ſervant, 


LETTER XLVII. 
The Anſaver. 


S LX. 5. 75 
-] was never my deſign to oppreſs vou. 1 have had 
long trial of your honeſty, and therefore you may 
reſt perfectly ſatisfied concerning your preſent requelt. 
No demand ſhall be made by me, upon you for rent, 
until 1t ſuits you to pay it; for I am well convinced, 
vou will not keep it from me any longer. 
I am your's ſincerel V, 


E 11 1 


©” —_— 


—— — cc, 
by 
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LETTER XLVIII. | 
From a Country Farmer on the ſame Occaſien. 


Hanaured Sir, | 
1 Am extremely ſorry that through a variety of un- 
foreſeen accidents I am obliged to write to you on 
ſuch a ſubjeR as this. The ſeaſon laſt year was bad 
but I was enabled to pay you. This has turned out 
much worſe, and it being fo long before we could ger 
the corn home, it is not yet fit to be fold. I only beg 
your patience about two months longer, when I hope 
to pay you faithfully, with gratitude. 
am, fir, your honeſt tenant, 
And humble ſervant, 


LETTER XLIX, 


The Axfwer, 
Mr, Clover. 

I Hope that from the whole of my conduct, ever ſinee 

you firſt became my tenant, that you eannot have 
reaſon to alledge any thing againſt me. I never treated 
you with rigour, as I always conſidered you as an in- 
duſtrious honeſt man. Make yourſelf perfectly eaſy 
concerning the payment of your rent, cult come to the 
countty in ſummer, and if things are as you repreſent 
them (and 1 doubt not but they are) you may be aſſured 
of every reaſonable indulgence. 

I am your's, 


LETT 1. 
From an inſolvent Debtor, to his principal Creditor, re- 
queſling the Acceptance of a Cumpoſition. 
mw S 1 X 9 


X 7 Hen I firſt entered upon buſineſs, I little thought 
that ever I ſhould be under the neceſſity of writing 


to you on ſuch a ſubject as this; but experience teaches 
me 


ö 
; 
* 
ö 
5 
, 


re 


* 
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me, that it is much better to acknowledge the ſtate of 


affairs to my creditors, than put them to the expence of 
taking out a commiſſion of bankruptcy. To you, tlere- 


fore, Sir, as the perſon to whom I am principally in- 


debted, do I addrefs myſelf on this melancholy occa- 
ſion, and muſt freely acknowledge that my affairs are 
very much perplexed. I have been theſe ten year palt 

eavouring to acquire ſomething to myſelt, but in 
vain. The variety of different articles which I have 
been obliged to ſell on credit, and the loſſes ſuſtained 
thereby, always kept me in low circumſtances ; and of- 
ten when | paid you money | had none left for the ſup- 
port of my family. If you will be pleaſed to employ 
any prudent perſon to examine my books, I doubt not 
but you will be convinced, that the whole of my con- 
duct has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of honeſ- 
ty ; and if it ſhall appear ſo to vou, I muſt beg you 
will be pleaſed to call a meeting of the creditors, and 
lay it before them, 1 have not ſpent any more than was 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of my family, and 


every 17 remaining ſhall be delivered up. Whea 


all this is done, I hope you will accept of it, as it is not 

in my power to do any more, and conſider me as one 

whoſe misfortunes call for pity inſtead of reſentment : 
8 1 am, fir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


LET FEN II. 
The Anſwer, 


SIR. 


* is with the greateſt concern that I have peruſed 
your affecting letter; and ſhould conſider myſelf as 
very cruel indeed if I refuſed to comply with a requeſt 
fo reaſonable as that made by you. I have employed a 
worthy perſon, a friend of mine, to examine your 
books, the reſult of which ſhall be immediately laid 
before the other creditors, and if it is as you repreſent, 
you need not be afraid of any harſh uſage. I always 
conſidered you as one of the greateſt integrity, and am 
determined to lay down a _ for your future ir 

| 2 n 
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In the mean time I have ſent a trifle to defray your ex 
pences, till the other affairs are ſettled, and am, 


Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


— 


LETTER II. 


Fram a Trade/man.to a wholeſale Dealer to delay Payment 

9 9 

AV note to you will be payable in ten days, and I 
| am ſorry to inform you, that although I have 
conſiderable ſums in good hands, yet none of them are 
due theſe three weeks, which is all the time 1 require. 
It is a favour I never aſked of any one till this moment, 
and hope for the future not to have any occaſion to 
repeat it, I am really diſtreſſed for your anſwer ; but 
as a proof of my ſincerity, have ſent incloſed three 
notes ſubſcribed by perſons well known to yourſelf, 
and although they exceed my debt, yet I have no ob- 
jection to your keeping them as ſecurity till due. Let 
me beg to hear from you as ſoon as this comes to hand, 
which will greatly oblige | | 

| - Your humble ſervant, 


— 


LETTER. Ll, 


| The Anſwer. 
STR, 

IF was extremely fortunate for you that your letter 
arrived the day after it was written, for | was to 
have paid your note away yeſterday, and I could not 
have had an opportunity of recalling it in time to have 

ſerved you. Indeed it was imprudent not to communi- 
cate the news to me ſooner, as your credit might have 
been greatly affected by ſuch an unneceſſary delay. 

However, | impute it to your unwillingneſs to reveal 

the ſtate of your affairs and ſhall keep the note in m 

hands till your own becomes due, and for that purpoſe 

have returned the others, not doubting but you . 
| en 
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ſend me the money at the time promiſed, which will 
greatly oblige Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


— — _—_— — —_— tu. 


LET TEN UV. 


From a young Man, who had an Opportunity to ſet up in 
Buſineſs but deſtitute of Money, to a Gentleman of re- 


puted Benewvolence, 


Honoured Sir. 


HEN you look at the ſubſcription, you will 
remember my ſerving you with goods when I 

was apprentice to Mr. Hopkins, grocer, inthe Strand. 
1have been alittle above two years out of my time, 
which was ſpent in Mr. Hopkins's, ſervice and the 
greateſt part of my wages have been given to ſupport 
an aged mother confined to a ſick bed. Mr. Hopkins 
died about ten days ago, and having no family, his 
executors, who are almoſt ſtrangers tv me, -are going 
to let the ſhop. My worthy maſter has left me one 
hundred pounds in his will, but that is no way ſuffici- 
ent to purchaſe the ſtock in trade; nor will they give 
any longer credit than twelve months. Being well ac- 
aint with the trade, as alſo the cuſtomers, and 
having ſuch a fair proſpect of ſettling in bufineſs, I 
have preſumed to lay it before you. I have often heard 
of your willingneſs to ſerve thoſe under difficulties, 
eſpecially young people beginning the world. If you 
approve of this, and will advance ſo much on my bond 
payable in a limited time, it ſhall be as fafe as if in 
the hands of your banker, I ſhall be as frugal and in- 
duſtrious as poſſible, and the whole of my time ſhall be 
employed in the cloſeſt attendance to the duties of my 
ſtation, and ſhall acknowledge your kindneſs with gra- 
titude as long as I live in this world. I hope this will 
not give any offence, and if you give me leave, I will 
wait on you along with one of the executors, that you 
may hear their propoſals. My character as to honefty 
and fidelity will. bear the _ enquiry, as is teſtified. 
3 Es 


{ 
1 
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in my late maſter's well, and alſo by all with whom 1 
hare any dealings. $154 
I am, honoured and worthy fir, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 


L837 . 
The Genileman's Anſwer. 


—_ 
» 


S TR, 


1 Have juſt received your's and although I am much 
indiſpoſed with the gout, yet could not heſitate one 
moment in ſending an anſwer.” There is ſuch an ap- 
pearance of honeſty, together with ſuch an unaffect- 
ed ſimplicity runs through the whole of your letter 
that I am ſtrongly inclined to comply with your re. 
.queſt, and bappy ſhall I think myſelf if your honeſt 
endeavours are attended with the defired. ſucceſs. You 
need not give yourſelf the trouble of calling on me, leſt 
it ſhould interfere with your buſineſs, 1 will either 
call on you to-morow, or ſend a friend to enquire in- 
to the particulars. In the mean time, it gives me the 

reateſt pleaſure to hear that you have not been wanting 


1n filial duty to an aged parent; and while you continue - 


to act conſiſtently with the principles, and regulate 
your conduct by the practice of virtue, you will have 
great reaſon to expect the divine bleſſing on whatever 
you undertake. Trade is of a very precarious nature, 
and if not attended to with aſſiduity and regularity, 
generally involves thoſe engaged in the greateſt diffi- 
culty, if not ruin. Let me beg, therefore, that when: 
you become a maſter, you will avoid mixing in com- 
ny with thoſe who ſpend their time and ſubſtance in the 
faſhionable follies of the preſent age. Such practices 


are inconſiſtent with the buſineſs of à tradeſman : and 


I am afraid that it is gry owing to ſuch, that we ſee 
the Gazette ſo often filled with the names of bankrupts, 
who, if they had attended with aſſiduity to the duties 
of that ftation in which providence had placed them, 
might have been a comfort to their families, oy an 

onour 
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honour to their different profeſſions. But although I 
have no fears concerning your integrity, yet the beſt 
of men cannot be too often reminded of their duty. 

I am, fir, your ſincere well wiſher, 


— 


——— 


LETTER LVI. 


From the Servant of a wholeſale Dealer, to his Maſter in 
Londin, giving an Account of his Cuſtomers in the Caun- 
try. 

S I R, 

Have viſited the ſeveral towns between this and 

London, where any of your cuſtomers reſide, and 
although they complain much of the decay of trade, yet 
their playments and orders have been as well as could 
reaſonably be expected; and indeed I think trade is 
beginning to revive, I have the pleaſure. to inform 
you, that in the places where I have been, there is not 
any appearance of failing ; and the people have been 
ſo well pleaſed with your goods and fair dealing, that 

I have obtained many new orders. I have likewiſe 

received a dividend of twelve ſhillings in the pound of 

the effects of Mr, Cambrick, the linen draper, at Der- 
by, who failed laſt year, and there is ſtill ſomething 
remaining, ſo that upon the whole your loſs will not 
be ſo great as was at firſt expected. I have finiſhed 
our buſineſs in this town, and ſet off to morrow for 

131 where I ſhall expect to hear from you, if 

you have any thing particular to tranſact before I re- 

turn, and am, fir, with duty and r: ſpect, 


Your obedient and faithful ſeryant. 


— 


LETTER LVII. 
The Maſter's Anſaver. 


Mr. T rueman, | | 
I Received your's dated the 2d inſtant at Mancheſter, 
and am extremely glad to hear of your ſucceſs. In 
deed it has, as you obſerved, been greater than Lexpect- 
ed. I am much pleaſed with your honeſt fidelity, K 
; tranſ- 
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tranſacting my buſineſs with ſo much care and induſtry: 
and as you are now at Liverpool, I ſhall take this op- 
portunity of intruſting you with an affair of import- 
ance. There is daily expected at that port, the ſhip 
Nightingale, Captain Roberts, laden with ſugar and 
indigo from Jamaica : and as I am informed the pro- 

rietors are deſirous of diſpoſing of the whole cargo 
by rivate contract, when you have examined the 

„I leave it t6 your own diſcretion to purchaſe 

the whole, as I think it muſt be an exceeding good 
bargain. If you have not money ſufficient, give them 
an order on me for the remainder. payable at fight, 
I leave the whole to yourſelf, and ſhall expect to hear 
from you ſoon, 


Your's, &C. 


LETTER LVIII. 


From a Merchants Clerk in London, to his Maſter in the 
Country, 


IX. 
UR not hearing from you theſe three weeks has 
made us every uneaſy, but ſtill we hope you are 
well. The buſineſs has been carried on in the ſame 
manner in which you left it: but yefterday an order 
came ſrom New-York for goods to the amount of five 
thouſand pounds and upwards, You know the Ameri- 
can credit, and therefore I would not do any thing till 
I heard from yourſelf. If you pleaſe to write by next 
poſt I ſhall abide by your directions, and every thin 
Mall be conducted by your order. We would not wi 
you to return before your health is fully re- eſtabliſned, 
although we long to ſee you every day. All the family 
are well, and am, 


Your obedient faithful ſervant, 
L. E. T. 
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LETTER LIX. 
| The Merchant's Anſwer, 
Mr. T hompſin. + £252 

OUR's I received this day, and am pleaſed to hear 
that my buſineſs ſucceeds ſo well. 1 always con- 
fided in your fidelity, and am glad to find that I have 
not been deceived. I am much better in my health 
than when I left London, although it is not yet per- 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed, but 1 hope it will be ſo in a ſhort 
time. Concerning the American order I am extremely 
glad to hear of it, not only on my own account, but 
alſo of trade in general. Their credit to be ſure is 
long, but I would rather truſt to our brethren, in 
that part of the world, two years, than thoſe, who 
are our natural enemies, one month. You may give 
orders for the different | par wanting to be got ready 
as ſoon as poſſible, and before they are completed I 
hope to be in town. I am much pleaſed to hear that 
all my ſervants are concerned for my welfare, as it 
will at all times give me the greateſt happineſs to make 
their different ſituations as comfortable as is conſiſtent 

with a ſtate of ſervitude. 

| am, your affectionate maſter, 


— 


LETTER IX 


Recommending a Man-Servant. 


S IN, | 
2 bearer has ſerved me with integrity and fide- 
lity. theſe three years, but having a deſire to ſet- 
tle in London, he left my houſe about a week ago, and 
by a letter received from him this day, I find you are 
willing to employ him on my recommendation ; and it 
is with the greataſt pleaſure that I comply with his re- 
queſt. His behaviour, while with me, was ſtrictly ho- 
neſt, ſober, and diligent, and I doubt not but it will 
be the ſame with you. I have ſent this incloſed in one 
to himſelf, and if you-employ him I hope he will give 
ſatisfaction, I am, fir your humble ſervant, 


- L E T- 


—— — — — 


58 LETTERS ow BUSINESS; 


LETTER LXI. 


The Anſwer, 
„ | 
I Received your obliging letter in recommendation of 
the young man, and in conſequence of that have 
taken him into my family. I doubt not from what you 
ſay of his giving ſatisfaction, and you may be aſſured 
of his being treated with humanity, and rewarded ac- 
cording to his merit. #2. ; | 
I am, your humble ſervant, 


LETTER IXI. 
From a Country Shopkeeper, to his Friend in London, de- 
fring him to ſend him ſome Gwds, 


SIX, 
HAT friendſhip which we conttacted in our 
youth is not yet, I hope abated, although Pro- 
vidence has placed us many miles diſtant from each 
other. 1 have heard of your ſucceſs in London, and 
it is with pleaſure I can aſſure you that I am comforta- 
bly ſettled here, But you know that our returns are 
flow, and profits ſmall, and therefore, however wil- 
ling, I am not in circumſtances ſufficient to dsfray the 
expence of a journey to London, in order to purchaſe 
oods at the hand ; which has been attended with 
— loſs, becauſe a conſiderable expence. Relying, 
therefore, on your former friendſhip, I have preſumed 
to ſolicit your aſſiſtance, to purchaſe, from time to 
time, what goods I may happen to want from London, 
for which an order ſhall be remitted on delivery. At 
preſent I have only ſent for a few articles, as you will 
fee by the incloſed. I doubt not of your getting them 
as good and cheap as poſſible; and if there is any thing 
I can do to ſerve you in this part of the country, you 
may depend on its being executed with th: utmoſt fi- 


delity and diſpatch. 
| I am, fir, your ſincere friend. 
LE T- 
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2 LETTER LXIII. 
The Anſwer. 


SIX, 

OUR's I received, and am extremely glad to hear 

of your being ſo comfortably ſettled. There is a 
pleaſure in looking back to thoſe youthful days we ſpent 
together in harmleſs amuſement, and it gives me great 
pleaſure to think that I have it in my power to be any 
way of ſervice to my friend. 'The goods you ordered 
are ſent in the Litchfeld waggon, directed to you 
They are good and as cheap as any to be had in 
London, and I hope you will be a conſiderable gainer. 
With reſpect to your kind proffer of ſervice, 1 heartily 
thank you, and fhall, as occafion requires, trouble you 
with ſomething of that nature. In the mean time be 
ſure to command me tn every thing wherein I can ferve 


you, as it will give the greateſt pleaſure to your ſincere 
friend, 


LETTER LXIV. 
From a Country S hopkeefer, to a Dealer in Loudan, com- 
plaining of the Badnefs of his Guads. 
8 7 -R: 
HEN I firſt __ to correſpond with you, it 
was my fixed reſolution to act with integrity 
and honour, expecting the ſame in return. I muſt, 
indeed, confeſs that the goods you ſent me for ſome 
time were as good as any I could purchaſe from ano > 
ther, and ſo far I had not any reaſon to complain. But 
now the caſe is quiet different. The two laſt parcels 
you ſent me are {o bad, that I dare not offer them to 
my cuſtomers. From what, fir, does this proceed ? 
Have l ever been deficient in my payments? No, you 
dare not accuſe me with any thing of that nature, 
However, I am obliged to tell you, that unleſs you 
ſend me others in their room, I muſt either withdraw 
my correſpondence, or ſhut 1 my ſhop. You may 
chuſe which you pleaſe, and let me beg to have your 
anſwer by return of poſt, as I am in immediate want 
of theſe goods, and in danger of loſing my cuſtomers 
. | by a delay, In ſodoing you will oblige, &c, 
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LETTER -LXV, 
The Anſwer, 


S I R, 
I Received your's, and am extremely ſorry to hear that 

the goods ſent you were ſo bad. I know I had ſome 
ſuch in my warehouſe, but was determined to ſell them 
at a low rate, without ever thinking of their being ſent 
to any of my cuſtomers particularly ſo valu :ble a corre- 
ſpondent as yourſelf. By ſome miſtake my ſervants have 
inadvertently ſent them, for which 1 am extremely ſorry; 
but, in order to make you amends, I ſent by this day's 
waggon thoſe which J had originally intended for you, 
at my own expence. I hope you will excuſe this, and 
be aſſured you ſhall never be ſerved in ſuch a manner 
for the future. I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 


AER LET T-E-M.:.LXVI, 
From a T radeſman, in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, deſiring a 
Letter of Licence, | : 
S 1 R, 


T is now above ten years ſince I firſt had dealings with 
1 you, and during that time you well know that my 
pay ments were regular, but, at preſent, am ſorry that 
my affairs are ſo perplexed, that it is not in my power 
to comply with the juſt demands of my creditors, nor 
even to pay them * thing until my affairs are ſettled: 
for that reaſon, fir, I have ſent to you, defiring a letter 
of licence for only twelve months, in which time 1 hope 
to be able to ſettle my affairs to their ſatisfaction; but 
if they will not comply with this, 1 am utterly ruined, 

Your anſwer is impatiently expected by | 

Your obedient humble ſervant, 
LETTER LXVII. 
S1 R, The Avſarer. 
VObgk's I received, and am extremely ſorry to hear 
that your ci cumſtances are ſo diſtreſſed. In order to 
comply with your requeſt, I called a meeting of the 
creditors, and I doubt not but they will agree toapropofal 
ſo fair and reaſonable, of which I ſhall give you notice. 
Jam, fir, your real friend, 


PART 


opoſal 


notice. 
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PART:H 


ON LOVE, COURTSHIP, 
AND MARRIAGE. 


LETTER LXVIII. 


From a young Gentleman to a Lady, with whom he is is 
Love. 


Madam, 

Have three times attempted to give you a verbal re. 

lation of the contents of this letter ; but my heart 
as often failed. I know not in what light it may be 
conſidered, only if I can form any notion of my own 
heart, from the impreſſion made on it by your many 
amiable accompl ſhments, my happineſs in this world 
will, in a great meaſure, depend on your anſwer, I 
am not precipitate, madam, nor would I defire your 
hand, if your heart did not accompany it. My cir- 
cumſtances are independant, and my character hitherto 
unblemiſhed, of which you ſhall have the moſt un- 
doubted proof, You have already ſeen ſome of my 
relations at your aunt's, in Bond- ſtreet particularly 
my mother, with whom I now hve. Vour aunt will 
inform you concerning our family, and if it is to your 


atisfaction, I ſhall not only conſider myſelf as ex- 


tremely happy, but ſhall alſo make it the principal 
ſtudy of my future life to ſpend my days in the company 
of her whom J do prefer to all others in the world. 
1 ſhall wait for your anſwer with the utmoſt impatience, 
and am, 

Madam, your real admirer, 


* Lr. 
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LETTER LXIX 
T he Lady's Anſwer. 
S I R, | 

1 Received your letter laſt night, and as it was on a 
ſubject I had not yet any thoughts of, you will not 
wonder when tell I you I was a good deal ſurprized. 
Although I have ſeen you at different times, yet I had 
not the moſt diſtant thoughts of your making propoſals 
of ſuch a nature. I hoſe of your ſex havezoften aſſert- 
ed that we are fond of flattery, and mightily pleaſed 
to be praiſed: I ſhall therefore ſuppoſe it true, and ex- 
cuſe you for thoſe fulſome encomiums heſtowed upon 
me in your letter; but am afraid, was I to comply with 
your propoſals, you would ſoon be convinced that the 
charms you mention, and ſeem to value ſo much, are 
merely exterior appearances, which, like the ſum- 
mer's flower, will very ſoon fade, and all thoſe migh- 
iy profeſſions of love will end at laſt either in indiffer- 
ence, or, which is worſe, diſguſt. You defire me to 
enquiie of my aunt eee your character and 
family, You muſt excuſe me when I tell you, that 1 
am obliged to decline making any ſuch enquiry. How- 
ever, as your behaviour, when in my company, was 
always agreeable, I ſhall treat you with as much re- 
' ſpect as is conſiſtent with common decorum. My wor- 
thy guardian, Mr. Melvill, 1s now at his ſeat in De- 
venſhire, and his conduct to me has been ſo much ke 
that of a parent, hat I don't chuſe to take one ſtep in 
an affair of ſuch importance without both his conſent 
and approbation. 'There is an appearance of ſincerity 
runs through your letter; but there is one particular 
to which | have a very ſtrong objection, which is this: 
You ſay that you liv along with your motker, yet you 
don't ſay that you have either communicated your ſen- 

timents to her, or your other relations. I muſt freel 
and honeſtly tell you, that as I would not diſoblige 
my own relations, ſo neither would 1, on any confider- 
ation, admit of any adarefles contrary to the inclina- 
tions of your's. „you can clear up this to my ſatis- 
faction, I ſhall ſend you a more explicit anſwer, and 
am, Sir, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
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LETTER IXX. 


The Gentleman's dnfwer to the avrue, 
Dear Madum, 


I Return you a thouſand thanks for your letter, and it 
is with the greatelt pleaſure that I can clear up to 
your ſatisfaction that matter you doubted of, Before 
I wrote to you I communicated the affair to my two 
couſtns ; but had not courage ſufficient to mention it to 
mv mother; however, that is now over, and nothing, 
ſhe ſays, would give her greater pleaſure than to tee 
me married to a young lady of your amiable character : 
nay, fo far is ſhe from having any objections, that ſhe 
would have waited on you as the bearer of this, had [ 
not perſuaded her againſt it, as ſhe has been theſe three 
days afflited with a ſevere cold, and I was afraid, that 
if ſhe had ventured abroad ſo ſoon, it might be attend- 
ed with dangerous conſequences. But, to convince 
you of my fincerity, ſhe has ſent the incloſed, written 
with her own hand, and whatever may be the contents, 
1 ſolemily aſſure you that I am totally ignorant, except 
that ſhe told me it was in approbation of my ſuit, If 
you will give me leave to wait on you, I ſhall then be 


able to explain things more particularly, I am, dear 
madam, your real lover. 


G——— 


L ET'T.ER LXXI. 


From the young Gentleman's Mother to the yuung Lady. 


Dear Mijs, 
I you find ane thing in theſe lines improperly writ- 
> ets FOE! candidly excuſe it, as coming from 
the hands of a parent, in behalf of ly 
and dutitul ſon. e e en 
My dear Charles has told me that you have made 
ſuch an impreſſion on him, that he knows not how to 
be happy in any one elſe, and it gives me great happi- 
neſs to nnd that he has placed his affections on ſo wor- 
thy an object. Indeed it has been my principal ſtudy 
to inſtruct him in the principles of our holy religion: 
| F 2 well 


— — — „5 
4 : 
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well knowing that thoſe who do not fear God, will ne- 
ver pay any regard to domeſtic duties. His dear father 
died when his ſon was only ten months old, and _ 
deprived of the parent, all my conſolation was that 
had his image left in the ſon. I nurſed him with all 
the tenderneſs poſſible, and even taught him to read 
and write. When he was of proper age I ſent him to 
a board'ng-ſchool, and afterwards io the univerſity. 
Whilſt he was proſecuting his ſtudies, I was conſtantly 
employed in recommending him to the care of that God 
whoſe eves behold all his creatures, and will reward 
and punith according to their merit. Ever ſince his 
return from Oxford, he has reſided conſtantly with 
me, and his conduct to every one with whom he has 
had any connections, hath been equal to my utmoſt 
wiſhes. At preſent, my dear miſs, I am in a very ſick- 
ly condition, and although | have concealed it from 
him, yet, in all human probability, my time in this 
world will not be long. Excuſe the indulgent partia- 
lity of a mother, when I tell you, that it is my real 
opinion you can never place your affection on a more 
worthy young man than my ſon, He is endowed with 
more real worth than thouſands of others whom I have 
known; and I have been told of inſtances of his bene- 
volence, which he has induſt.touſly concealed. I have 
only to add further, that the only worldly conſideration 
now upon my mind 1s to ſee him happily married, and 
then my whole attention ſhall be fixed on that place 
where I hope to enjoy eternal felicity. 
Jam, dear Miſs, your {incere well-wiſher, 


LETTER: UXIL. 


The young Lady's Anſwer. 
Madam, * 

Will excuſe the fondneſs of a tender mother for 

her only child. Before I received your's, I had 
heard an account of your unaFected piety, and the 
many accompliſhments of your ſon; ſo that | was no 
ways ſurprized at what you ſay concerning him, I 


do 


o — ca 45> ac 
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do aſſure you, madam, that I would prefer an alliance 
with you before even nobility itſelf, and [ think it muſt 
be my own fault if ever I repent calling you mother. 
I was going to ſay that you had known but few plea- 
ſures in this life, to be deprived of your huſband fo 
ſoon, and the reſt of your life ſpent under ſo many 
infirmities. But your letter convinceth me that you 
have felt more real pleaſure in the practice of virtue 
and reſignation to the divine will, than ever can be 
had in any, nay,even the greateſt temporal enjoy ments. 
I have ſent incloſed a few lines to vour ſon, to which 
I refer you for a more explicit anſwer, and am, 


Madam, your fincere well-w ſher, 


LETTER LXXIII. 


The young Lady's Anſeæuer to her L xver.. 
S 1: R, | | 
Received your's, together with one incloſed from: 
your mother, and congratulate you on the happineſs 
you have had in being brought up under fo pious, ſo 
indulgent a par2n'. 1 hope that her conduct will be a 
pattern for you to copy afrer, in the whole of your fu- 
ture liſe; it is virtue alone, fir, which can make you 
happy. With reſpect to. myſelf, I freely acknowledge 
that I have not at preſent any reaſon to reject your ot- 
fer, although I cannot give you a poſitive anſwer until 
I have firit conſulted with my guardian. Monday 
next I ſet out for his ſeat in Devonlhire, from whence 
you may be ſure of hearing from me as ſoon as poſlible, 
and am, Your fincere well wiſher, 


= 0 


LETTER LXXIV. 
From the ſame. 
1 

| hh my laſt I told you, that you ſhould hear from me 
1 as ſoon as poſſible, and therefore I now fit down to 
fulfil my promiſe. I communicated ycur propoſal to 
Mr. Melvill, who, after he had written to his corre- 
ſpondent in London, told me as follows: 


F 3 Miſs, 


. — eee — — 
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Miſs, I have enquired concerning the young gen- 
tleman, and the 3 I have received is Gch 
that I not only approve of your choice, but muſt alſo 
confeſs, that if I did not do every thing in my power to 
forward your union, I ſhould be acting contrary to 
the requeſt of your father when he lay on his death-bed. 
You may, ſaid he, communicate this to your lover as 
ſoon as you pleaſe, and may every happineſs attend you 
both in time and eternity. 

And now, fir, have 1 not told you enough? Some 
might think too much; but 1 am determined to begin 
with as much fincerity as I could wiſh to practiſe if 
ſtanding in the preſence of my Maker. To expect the 
fame from you is reaſonable; I look for it, and ſhall 
be very unhappy if diſappointed. But I will hope the 
beſt, and doubt not but the religious education beſtow- 
ed on you by your worthy mother, will operate on the 
whole of your future conduct in life. Your may, 
therefore lay afide the tedious formality of courtſhip. 
and write to me as one with whom you intend to ſpend 
your time in this world. 

Ever fince my arrival here, my time has been ſpent 
in viſiting, ſolus, the woods, the fields, and cottages, 
meditating on the unbounded goodneſs of the Almigh- 
ty Creator. How infinite is his wiſdom! How un- 
hounded his liberality | Every thing m nature con- 
ſpices to exalt his praiſe, and acknowledge with gra- 
titude their dependence on him. But I will not tire 
you with ſuch dull deſcriptions of real beauties. Pre- 
ſent my fincere reſpects to your worthy mother. I 
"_ ſhe gets the better of her diſcorder, and be aſſured 
that I am, 


Your's and her's with the greateſt affection, 


L E T. 


2 T. 
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LETTER LXXV. 
T he »oung Gentleman s Anſwer, 


My dear Angel, 

& there any medium between pleaſure and pain ? 

Can mourning and mirth be reconciled ? Will my 
dear charmer believe, that whilſt I was reading her let- 
ter with the greateſt pleaſure, | was ſhedding tears for 
an affectionate parent! Thus Divine Providence thinks 
proper to mix ſome gall with our portion in life, It is 
impoſſible for me to deſcribe the variety of paſſions now 
ſtruggling in my breaſt, "Ten thouſand bleſſings to my 
charmer on the one hand, and as many tears to a be- 
loved parent on the other. I conceived a notion of two 
impoſſiblities; one of which 1 am obliged to ſtruggle 
with, the other, thanks to you, is over. ! thought I 


4 


could not live without my dear and honoured mother, 


nor enjoy one moment's comfort unleſs I could call 
you mine ? but I am now obliged to ſubmit to the one, 
whilſt I have the pleaſing proſpe& of beiag in poſſeſſion 
of the other. Will my dear ſympathize with me, or 
will ſhe bear with human paſſions; and although all 


my hope of temporal happineſs is centered in you, yet 


I doubt not but you will excuſe my ſhedding a tear over 
the remains of a dear parent, which I am now going to 
commit to the tomb. My dear creature, were it poſe 
ſible for me to deſcribe the many virtues of that worthy 
woman who is now no more, you would draw a veil 
over the partiality of filial duty. Her laſt words were 
theſe: My dear child, I am now going to pay that 
* debt impoſed on the whole human race, in conſe- 
«* quence of our firſt parents diſobedience. You know 
« "what inſtructions | have given you from time to 
* time; and let me beg of you to adhere to them ſo 
* far as they are conſiſtent with the will of God, re- 
« yealed in his word. May you be happy in the poſ- 
« ſeſſion of that young lady on whom you have placed 
e your affections; but may both you and ſhe remem- 
« her, that real happineſs is not to be found in this 


* world; and you muſt conſider your life in this world 


«« as merely a ſtate of probation. 'I'o the Almighty 
God I recommend you,” 
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She was going on, when the thread of life was bro- 
ken, and ſhe ceaſed to be any more, Such was the laſt 
end of my dear mother, whoſe remains are to be inter- 
red this evening, and as ſoon as 1 can ſettle every thing 
with her executors, I will (as it were) fly to meet you, 
God grant that our happineſs in this life may be con- 
ducive towards promoting our everlaſting felicity here- 
after. Iam, as before, 

Your's while life remains, 


LETTER LXXVI. 


From the Lady, after Marriage, to her Couſin, unmarried. 


Dear Couſin, 


Have now changed my name, and inſtead of li berty, 
muſt ſubſcribe wife. What an aukward expreſſion, 

ſay ſome? How pleaſing, ſay others? But let that be as 
it may, I have been married to my dear Charles theſe 
three months, and I can fieely acknowledge that I ne- 
ver knew happineſs till now. To have a real friend to 
whom I can communicate my ſecrets, and who, on all 
occaſions, is ready to ſympathize with me, is what I 
never before experienced. All theſe benefits, my dear 
couſin, I have met with in my beloved huſband, His 
principal care ſeems to be to do every thing poſſible to 
pleaſe me: and is there not ſomething called duty in- 
cumbent on me; Perhaps you will laugh at the word 
duty, and ſay that it imports ſomething like ſlavery ; 
but nothing is more falſe ; for even the life of a ſervant 
is as pleaſant as any others, when he obeys from motives 
of love inſtead of fear. Fer my own part, my dear, I 
cannot ſay that J am unwilling to be obedient, and yet 

I am not commanded to be jd by my huſband. You 
have often ſpoken contemptuouſly of the marriage bows 
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and I believe your reaſons were, that moſt of thoſe 
whom you knew were unhappy ; but that is an errone- 
ous way of judging. It was deſigned by the Almighty 
that men and women ſhould live together in a ſtate of 
ſociety, that they ſhould become mutual helps to each 
other: and if they are bleſſed with children, to aſſiſt 
each other in giving them a virtuous education. Let 
me there fore beg that my dear couſin will no longer 
deſpiſe that ſtate for which ſhe was deſigned, and which 
1s calculated to make her happy. But then, my dear, 
there is two ſorts of men you muſt ſtudiouſly avoid, I 
mean Miſers and Rakes, The firſt will take every op- 
portunity of abridging your neceſſary expences, and 
the ſecond will leave you nothing for a ſubſiſtence. 
The firſt, by his penuriouſneſs, will cauſe you to ſuf- 
fer from imaginary wants : the ſecond, by his prodi- 
gality, will make you a real beggar. But your own 
good ſenſe will point out the propriety of what 1 have 
mentioned. Let me beg that you will come and ſpend 
a few weeks with us ; and if you have any taſte for rural 
and domeſtic life, I doubt not but you will be pleaſed 
I am your affectionate couſin, 


LETTER LXXVII. 


From a young Merchant in London, to a Widrw Lady in 
the Country. ; 


Madam, 

VER finceI ſaw you at the wells, when I was on 

a journey to Briſtol, my mind has been continually 
ruminating on your many accompliſhments. And al- 
though it is poſſiblo this may be rejected, vet I can no- 
longer conceal a paſſion which has prey ed on my ſpirits 
theſe fix weeks. I have been ſeutlcd in buſineſs about 
three years; my ſucceſs has been equal to my expecta- 
tions, and is likewiſe increaſing. My fauly is reſpect- 
able, though not rich; and as to the diſparity of out 
ages, a few years will not make any difference, where 
the affedlions are placed on ſo worthy an object. I n 
only 


——— — — — 
- 
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only ſay, Madam, that I prefer you to all the young 


ladies I have ſeen, and if buſineſs continues to increaſe, 
I ſhall be greatly in want of one of your prudence, to 
manage my domeſtic affairs. Be aſſured, Madam, that 
whatever time I can ſpare from the neceſſary duties of 
my profeſſion, ſhall he devoted to your company, and 


every endeavour uſed to make your life more agreeable 


and happy. As you have relations in London, they 
will g ve you every neceſſary information concerning 
my character and circumftances, although I have not 
the pleaſure of being known to them. If you will fa- 
vour me with an anſwer to this, it will be ever eſteemed 
as a particular favour, and acknowledged with the ſin- 
cereſt reſpect, by your real admirer, 


— - 4 4 — 


— —_ 


LETTER LXXVID, 
The Lady's Letter to her Brather, an Attorney in the Tem- 


ple, concerning the above. 


Dear Brother, 
Y OT] know that in. all affairs of importance I have 
conſtantly acted by your advice, as I am fill de- 
termined to do; and therefore have ſent you incloſed 
the copy of a letter which | received by the poſt, from 
2 young gentleman in London, whom I have ſeen at 
the Wells. His behavour here was polite without af- 
fectation, and an air of fincerity appeared in all he 
ſaid. With reſpect to the ſubje&t he writes of, I will 
ive you my own thoughts, and delay ſending an an- 
Per until I have had your opinion. 

I am at leaſt a dozen years older than him, and 
poſſibly love, contracted where there is ſuch difference 
in the ages of the parties, may terminate in want of 
reſpect on one fide, and jealouſy on the other. At 

eſent I am ſo peitered with rakes and coxcombs, that 

would almoſt willingly give my hand to the firſt wor- 
thy perſon who offers. [ndeed I have another reaſon for 
entering into the inarriage ſtate, and that is I N 
; chuſe, 


— 
en- 


— . 1 
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chuſe, as I advance in years, to have a friend to whom 
I might at all times be able to open my mind with free- 
dom, and who would treat me with that tenderneſs 
which my ſex intitles me to. I have been a widow fix 
years, and whatever others may ſay, I have found it 
attended with many inconveniences, and far from that 
pleaſing life many are ready to imagine. But after all, 
I will be directed by you, as my only real friend to whom 
I can apply; if you think proper you may enquire, and 
when J hear from you, I will ſend him an anſwer, 


I am your aſſectionate ſiſter, 


LETTER LXXIX. 
The Brother's Anſwer. 


Dear Sifter, 


Am glad to hear of your prudence in not being over 
I haſty 1n an affair of ſo 2 importance, and upon 
which your happineſs or miſery in this world will inevi- 


tably depend. Your reaſons againſt remaining any longer 


in a ſtate of widowhood are what I much approve of, 
and it will give me great pleaſure to promote your in- 
tereſt and happineſs as far as I am able. I have enquired 
concerning Mr. Moreton, and every one gives him an 
excellent character. I have likewiſe converſed with - 
him, and find he is a very ſenſible young man. As to 


your objection concerning diſparity of age, I do not 


think it has any great weight, and upon the whole 1 
have but one reaſon againſt your union, and that is, 
that there is nothing more precarious than commerce, 
and the merchant who to day has unlimited credit, may 
be to-morrow in the Gazette. I do not urge this in or- 
der to prevent your happineſs; but only that whilſt you 
are free, you may take ſuch meaſures as to ſecure a ſuf- 
ficiency againſt the worſt. I would by no means dif. 

ſuade you from complying with his requeſt, as he ſeems 
every way worthy ot your choice, and | really think it 
may be tor your mutual happineſs. Theſe (dear ſiſter) 


are 


—ͤ > 


| 
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are my ſentiments concerning this affair; but remen 

ber 1 leave it intirely to yourſelf, not 4 yo 

will proceed with the ſame prudence you have begun. 
I am your affectionate brother, 


P. S. Iwould adviſe you to write to the young ger 
tle man as ſoon as poſſible. . 


— 


LETTER LXXX. 
From the Lady to Mr. Moreton. 


STR, 

I Received your letter, and my reaſon for delaying a 

anſwer was, that I wanted firſt to conſult my * 
ther, whoſe opinion I had by the poſt yeſterday. 
freely acknowledge that you are far from being diſa 
greeable, and the advantage on your part with reſped 
to accompliſhments are, I think ſuperior to thoſe ot 
mine. But theſe are but ſmall matters when compare. 
with what is abſolutely neceſſary to make the marriag 
ſtate happy. I mean an union of minds. Neither o 
us have had many opportunities of converſing together 
and when we had, you did not mention any thing o 
this. I have no objeQtion againſt marrying, were 
aſſured of being no worſe than at preſent; but there ar 
ſuch a variety of unforeſeen accidents daily happenin, 
in the world, and all conſpiring together to promot 
diſſentions in families, that we can never be too carefu 
how to fix our choice. I ſhall not, fir, from what I hav! 
ſeen of your behaviour, and heard of your character 
have any objection againſt your requeſt ; but 1 confeſ 
I am atraid you have rather been too precipitate in you 
choice, and although my perſon way have engaged you 
attention, yet I am afraid, all thcſe charms you ſo mucl 


extol are not ſufficient to keep you loyal to the marriag 


vow. But I vill hope the beſt, and believe you as vi 
tuous as you are repreſented; nor give my hand to an 
other but you. In the mean time 1 ſhall be glad t 
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hear that you continue your viſit to your brother ; you 
will find him one of the moſt worthy perſons you ever 
converſed with, and much eſteemed for his knowledge 
in the law, I have now given you leave to write as 
often as you pleaſe, as I hope all your letters will be 
agreeable ; and as for the time fixed for any thing elſe, 
I ſhall leave it entirely to be ſettled by yourſelf and my 
brother, and am, dear fir, 


Your's ſincerely. 


— 


LETTER LXXXI. 


From a young Gentleman, in expectation of an Eflate from 
his penurious Uncle, ta a young Lady of ſmall Fortune, 
defiring her to clope with him ta Scotland, 


My dear Maria, 


Y uncle's laying his injunctions upon me to ſce 
you no more, has only ſerved to add tewel to my 
paſſion. I cannot live without you, and if you perſiſt 


in refuſing to comply, 1 am miſerable for ever. I pay 
no regard to his threatenings, when put in competition 


with the love I have for you. Don't be afraid of po- 
verty ; if he ſhould continue inexorable, I have till 
education ſufficient to procure a genteel employment in 
one of the public offices, where 1 may rife to prefer- 
ment. I herefore, if ever you loved me, let me beg 


that you will not make me any longer unhappy. Les 


me intreat you by all that's dear, that you will com- 
ply with my requeſt, and meet me at ſix on Sunday 
evening, at the back door of the Garden, where a 
chaiſe and four will be ready. I will fly on the wings 
of love to meet my charmer, and be happy in her em- 
braces for ever, 


I am your dear lover, 


G LE T. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 
The Lady's prudent Anſwer. 


S 1 R, 
HOUGH thoroughly conſcious in this act 1 
make a breach of thoſe laws ſaid to be laid down 
for lovers, eſpecially ſuch of our ſex as would rather be 
celebrated for a romantic turn of mind, than for what 
is far more preferable, a prudent decorum, yet I can- 
not but be perſuaded, there may occur ſuch a criſis, as 
may make it conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of honour 
and juſtice ; which at leaſt ought to be put in the ba- 
lance, if not outweigh whatever cuſtom may have pre- 
ſcribed. That ſuch a crifis now exiſts, your letter and 
former concurring teſtimonies make manifeſt, For I 
have too high an opinion of your integrity to doubt 
their truth; and believe me, when I aſſure you moſt 
ſolemnly, I place their validity to that account, and not 
to a miſtaken notion or conſciouſneſs of my own merit, 
No, fir, tis from a too ſenſible conviction of your own 
injurious error of your paſſion, I have been induced to 
eommit this violence to my ſex—I had almoſt made my 
ſentiments conjure you to deſiſt, ere it be too late, in 
the purſuit of a paſſiou, that cannot but bring with it a 
train of inevitable miſeries, ſince it muſt be attended 
with the violation of your duty to that relation to whom 
you are bound to pay implicit obedience, by the laws 
of nature, gratitude, and heaven. | will not offend your 
delicacy, in urging thoſe of intereſt and dependency, 
though each conſideration ought to have its prevalence, 
againſt making a ſacrifice of it to an impetuous paſſion 
for one, whoſe ſingle deſert is, that ſhe dreads your in- 


digence more than ſhe regrets that of the | 
| Unfortunate, 


2 LE To 
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LETTER EXXHL 
From a yourg Officer in the Army, to a Gentleman's 


Daughter, with wham he is in love. 


Dear S:phia, 3 ä 
. HEN our regiment received orders to march 
from Saliſbury, I was almoſt in a ſtate of dii- 
traction. Jo be forced to leave her who is already in 
ſſeſſion of my heart, and ſeparated to ſuch a diſtance, 
ad almoſt induced me to give up my commiſſion ; nor 
have I any reſource left but that of the pen. After a long 
and tedious march we arrived here, where we are to re- 
main till next ſummer. But alas! how inſignificant 
are all the allurements of the place, and the gaiety of 
ftcllow-officers, when compared with the pleaſing mo- 
ments ſpent in your company. How long, my dear, 
mult | be unhappy! Will not your e ns nature 
pity my diſtracted mind? How lamenting the thought 
that whilſt I am writing this, ſome more fortunate lo- 
ver may be making his addrefles to my charmer, and 
even obtaining a place in her heart! But what am I 
faying? Whither does my delirium drive me ? No, my 
ge, I know the generoſity of your nature. I aare not 
ſuſpeR your ſincerity, and will ſtill believe you mine. 
The principal gentlemen in Mancheſter invited the of- 
ficers of our regiment to a ba l, and all but myſelf con- 
ſidered the entertainment as a very great honour, each 
danced with his partner as I was told. In order to 
avoid the company, without giving offence, I mounted 
guard for the = and enjoyed myſelf, either thinking, 
of you, or converſing with the ſoldiers. | 
According to my promiſe I have ſent the incloſed 
to your father, and J doubt not of his being ſurprized, 
unleſs you have mentioned it to him. I am impatient 
for his anſwer as well as your's. My uncle has promi- 
{ed to procure me preferment as ſoon as the parliament 
meets. Adieu, my charmer, let me hear from you. 
immediately. 
I am your's for ever, 


G2 L ET. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
T be Officer's Letter to the Lady's Father, 


Flo noured Sir, 

* generofiry to me whilſt our regiment lay 2+ 

Saliſbury, will ever lay me under the higheſt 0611. 
gations; but at preſent I have ſomething of a more im. 
portant-nature to communicate, upon which all my hap. 
pineſs or miſery in this world depends, and your anſwer 
will either ſecure the one, or haſten the other. 

The many amiable accompliſhments of your beloved 
Sophia, ſtole inſenſibly on my heart. and I found myſelf 
_ paſſionately in love, before I was able to make decla- 
ration of my ſentiments, nor did I do it until the day 
we were ordered to march, I hope you will forgive my 
not mentioning it to you ; I was really ſo much agitated 
as ſcarce to be able to attend my duty. I doubt. not but 
one of your ſenſibility knows what it is to be in love. 
Your daughter, | freely acknowledge, is adorned with 
fo many virtues, that ſhe is entitled to the beſt huſband 
in England ; and although I dare not hope to merit 
that appellation, yet I will make it my conſtant ſtudy 
to promote her happineſs, 

I have often told you that my parents died whilſt I 
was young, and left me to the care of an uncle lately re- 
turned from the Eaſt-Indies, where he had acquired a 
conſiderable fortune. My inclinations led me to the 
army, and my uncle procured me a commiſſion. Ever 
fince he has treated me as his own fon, and being a ba- 
chelor, has made a will in my favour. He is now 
member of parliament for 'T—, and has given me leave 
to chuſe a wife for myſelf, without any other qualifica- 
tion beſides virtue, I have written to him concerning 
your daughter, and his anſwer 1s; that he ſhall conſider 
me as extremely happy in being connected with ſo wor- 
thy a family as your's. I hope you will not have any 
objection againſt my being in the army. It was origi- 
nally my own choice, and ] doubt not of rifing in time 
to the command of a regiment. - There is a For of re- 
verential fear upon my mind, whilſt I am writing to 
ſo worthy a perſon as the father of my beloved _— 

ar 
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Dear fir, excuſe my youth, and the violence of my 
paſſion. J et me beg your anſwer, and O! let it con- 
tain your approbation. I am, honoured fir, 

Your's, with the greateſt reſpect, 


* 
—¼ 


LETTER LXXXV. 
T he young Lady's Leiter to her Lover. 


Dear Billy, 


O' more welcome is the appearance of an inn to 
a weary traveller, than your kind letter was to 


me. But how 1s it poſſible that you ſhould harbour the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of my infidelity ? Does my Billy imagine 
that I would ſuffer the addreſſes of any fop or coxcomb 
after I was bound in the moſt ſolemn manner, I mean 
by promiſe ; and be aſſured, I pay the ſame regard to 
my word as my oath. If there is ever an obſtruction to 
our love, it muſt ariſe from yourſelf, My affectons are 
too permanently fixed ever to be removed from the be- 
loved object; and my happineſs or miſery will be in 
proportion to your conduct. The incloſed from my fa- 
ther will, I hope, be agreeable ; I have not ſeen it, and 
therefore can only judge of its contents by the conv: r- 
ſation laſt night at ſupper. When your letter was de- 
livered, my honoured father was extremely ill of a 
cold, ſo that I did not deliver it to him till ne.t morn- 
ing at breakfaſt, He retired to his cloſet to read it, 
and at dinner told me he would deliver me an anſwer in 
the evening. Accordingly after ſupper,” and the ſer- 
vants being retired, the beſt of parents ſpake as fol- 
lows : ** My dear child, from the principles of that 
education which you have received, I doubt not but 
you muſt be convinced that it is my duty to promote 
your intereſt as far as I am able, and how far my con- 
duct as a father has been conſiſtent with that rule I ap- 
peal to yourſelf ; your own conſcience will witneſs, 
whether I have not at all times ſtudied to promote your 
intereſt, and it is with pleaſure that I now ſay, that 
your filial duty was equal to my higheſt wiſhes, — With 
reſpect to the ſubject of the letter you gave me this 
| | G 3 morning, 
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morning, I can only ſay, that I have no objection to 
your complying with the young gentleman s requeſt, 
as I think it may be for your mutual happineſs. In 
deed I had ſome ſuſpicion of it before he left this 
place ; but being well convinced of his merit, I was 
almoſt aſſured no ſtep of that nature would be taken 
without my conſent. "hat conſent you now have, and 
even my approbation. May you both be as happy as I 
wiſh ! I defire no more.” Here the good man itopj ed, 
tears hindered him from proceeding, and me from mak- 
ing a reply. A ſcene of tenderneſs enſued, which you 
may feel, although 1 cannot deſcribe it. His own. 
letter will convince you, and may make what uſe 
of it you pleaſe. 

I cannot conclude without mentioning your conduct 
at the Mancheſter ball. Was there none among fo 
many beauties able to attract my Billy's notice; and 
will he at all times prefer my company to that of the 
gay and the beautiful? I will hope fo, and happy ſhall 
I be if not diſappointed. In hopes oi hearing trom you 
ſoon I ſhall fubfcribe myſelf 


Vour's for ever, 


— 


"LETTER LXXXVL 
The Father's Anſwer ta the young Gentleman. 


My dear yourg Friend, 

ER ſince I firſt had the pleaſure' of your conver- 

ſation, I conſidered you as a young gentleman 
of real merit, who would not be guilty of an unge- 
nerous action; and to that was owing not only the 
reſpect I always treated you with, but alſo the common 
indulgence to converſe freely with my daughter. 1 
can freely excuſe your not > rogues, e ſenti- 
ments to me before you left this place. Your ardour 
was ſomewhat precipitate, and, as you well obſerve, 
I know what it is to be in love. Ihe account of your 
uncle and family I know to be true, for I met with that 
wortity perfon who is your benetaCtor a few days ago 
at the Red-Lion in this city, and he confirms the me 

0 
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of all you have written. My dear fr, ifever you live 
to be a father, you will know what 1 feel on the pre- 
ſent occaſion: a wilingneſs to give her to you, from 
a firm perſuaſion of your merit; and anxiety for her 
preſervation, from a conviction in my own mind, that 
there is nothing permanent in this world. However, 
ſir, you have my free conſent to marry my child, and 

may the Divine Providence be your guide in the whole 
ot your progreſs through this life! My ill ſtate of health 
ſerves as a monitor to inform you, that my time in this 
world. will be but ſhort ; and there is nothing would 
give me greater pleaſure than to ſee my dear Sophia 
happily ſettled, before | retire to the land of forgetful- 
neſs, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where 
the aveary are at reſt, How great, fir, is the charge 
which 1 commit to your care ; the image of a beloved 
wife long fince dead, and the hope of my declining 
years? Her education has been conſiſtent with her rank 
in life, and her conduct truly virtuous. I have not 
the leaſt doubt of her conjugal duty, and your felicity 
in acting conformable to the character of a huſband. 
Upon that fuppoſition I leave her entirely to yu; and 
as ſoon as you can obtain leave from the Colonel, I 
ſhall expect to ſee you at this place, to receive from 
my hands all that 1s dear to me in the world. Your 
uncle has likewiſe promiſed to be here, ſo that all 
things are according to your profeſſed wiſhes. 

| | I am, fir, your's ſincerely, 


LETTER LXXXVII. : 
From a young Man juſt out of his Apprenticeſhip, to his 


Sweetheart, a Servant inthe Neightourhood, 
Dear Sally, 


19 been long in love with you, but was afraid to 
tell you. When go with you to Bagnigge, or Sad- 
ler's Wells, I am almoſt like a fool, and altogether unfir 
tor company. I think of you all day, and at night I 
dream of my dear Sally. ] am well ſettled in work, and 
my wages are Eighteen ſnillings every week. * and 

can 


———— 
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I can hve on that, and I ſhall bring it home untouched 
on Saturday evening. I will not go to any alehouſe, 
but as ſoon as my work is done, return home to my 
dearly beloved Sally. I hope my dear you will not be 
angry, for Jam really in love, I cannot be happy un- 
leſs you are mine. I was afraid to mention this to you, 
but if you will leave an anſwer at my lodgings, I will 
meet you next Sunday, after dinner, at the Shepherd 
and.Shepherdeſs, when we will take a walk to Hornſey- 
houſe and drink tea, How happy ſhall I be to hear 
from my charmer ; but a thouſand times more to think- 
ſhe will be mine. Jam, my dear, your real lover, 


LETTER IXXXVIII. 
The Anſwer. 


Dear Jack, 

Received your very kind letter, hut I don't know 

what to ſay in anſwer. Although I would be glad 
to marry, yet you men are ſo deceiving, that there is 
no ſuch thing as truſting you. There is Tom Timber, 
the carpenter, and Jack Hammer, the ſmith, who have 
not been married above ſix months, and every night 
come home drunk, and beat their wives. What a mi- 
ſerable life is that, Jack, and how do I know but you 
may be as bad to me ! How do I know but you, like 
them, may get drunk every night, and beat me black 
and blue before morning ! I do aſſure you, Jack, if I 
thought that would be the caſe, I would ſcrub floors: 
and ſcour ſaucepans as long as I live. But poſſibly you 
inay not be ſo bad, for there 1s Will Copper, the bra- 
zier, and Jack I rotter, the aſs man, who are both very 
happy with their wives ; they are both home bringing 
huſbands, and have every day a hot joint of meat bog 
a pot of beer. I know not yet what I ſhall do; but as 
I like a walk to Hornſey, 1 will meet you at the Shep- 
herd and Shepherdeſs on Sunday after dinner, and then 
we will talk more of the matter, 
- Jam, dear Jack, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


LE T. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 


Ie following are genuine, and paſſed between a Gen- 
ileman and Lady ſome time ago, but were never before 
u bl i/hed. 


From the Gentleman. 


Madan, 
'T was a queſtion among the Stoicks, whether the 
whole of human life afforded moſt pleaſure or pain? 
For my own part I have always wiſhed to conſider things 
in the faireſt light, but I often find my reſolution 6 
ened ; and when I think to act the philoſopher, 1 feel 
my ſelf nothing but a man. When my late wife died 
about two years ago, I propoſed making the tour of Eng- 
land, that, by mixing with ſtrangers, my thoughts might 
be led from fruitleſs reſlections on the loſs 1 had ſuſtain- 
ed; a loſs which none but myſelf know, It is true, it 
has been ſo far ſucceſsful, that it has taught me two 
things ; firſt, refignation to the will of heaven ; and, 
ſecondly, that I am ftill unhappy in the want of a fe- 
male partner. The agreeable company at the houſe of 
your worthy brother obliged me to ſpend more time at 
York than I at firſt intended ; nor did I know, untill L 
had proceeded ſome miles, that 1 ſhould be obliged 
once more to return, In ſhort, madam, I am a ſecond 
time in love; and although you may be diſpoſed to 
laugh, yet L aſſure you that J am in real earneſt, your 
own dear ſelf is the object. But perhaps you will aſk, 
How happens all this ? I anſwer, that I cannot tell how 
it happens. But I am really fond of domeſtic life, and 
am once more reſolved to alter my condition. 1 cannot 
flatter, and I think both you and I have lived long 
enough to judge for ourſelves. There was ſomething 
pleaſed me much in the prudent manner you conduct 
the affairs of your brother's houſe ; but as he is on 
the point of being married, that employment will ceaſe 
when the other event takes place, I did not hear that 
pon was engaged by promiſe to any other; and as you 
ve heard ſomething concerning my family, charac- 
ter, and citcumſtances, you are more able to judge 
| whether 
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whether my preſent propoſal is for your intereſt, In 
caſe you have any objections to my having children, I 
can only ſay, that they will be eafily anſwered. I have 
told you before, that I have only two young daughters 
now at a boarding-ſchool, and I have ſettled each of 
their marriage portions, and the remainder is entirely 
for my ſelf; and without being any real prejudice to my 
children, is more than ſufficient for us both. As to the 
common objection againſt being a ſtep- mother, I think 
it may be eaſily anſwered when | tell you, that my chil- 
dren will treat you with all manner of reſpect. I do not 
imagine you can eſteem me the worſe for loving my 
children; I have too good an opinion of you. to think 
ſo; and as for the odious appellations uſually thrown: 
out againſt ſtep- mothers, they can only be coniidered by 
a lady of your ſenſibility, as the effect of prejudice, 
operating upon vulgar minds, occaſioned by the con- 
duct of ſome inhuman wretches who are a diſgrace to 
ſociety, and who would have acted in the ſame manner 
had they been placed in another ſtation in life. Your 
own good ſenſe will point out the propriety of what I 
ſay. From what | have written you will be able to 
judge, whether or not the propoſal I have now made 
are apparently for your real advantage. All that I de- 
fire is, to live in amity and friendſhip with the woman 
on whom I have placed my affections, as long as I am 
in the world. Every thing in my power ſhall be exert- 
ed to make you as happy as poſlible, as I think, if I 
am not miſtaken, every part of your conduct will enti- 
tle you to deſerve it. | hope vou will not defer ſend- 
ing me an anſwer, as I ſhall wait for it with the utmoſt 
impatience. I am, madam, 

Your's ſincerely and affectionately, 


EETT-S5R XC. 
The Lady's Anſwer. 
8 1 R; 
1 Have juſt received your letter, and for my own: part 
muſt ſay, that you have acted the philoſopher ex- 
tremely well. I thought that love- letters had not uſu _ 
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been extracted from Seneca or Epictetus; but why do'I 
wonder, when even a lady now alive went through the 
drudgery of learning the Greek language, in order to 
acquire the honour of being the tranſlator of the latter. 
H owever, ſhe has got far enongh, and I have not any 
intention of following her, but ſhall conſider my lover's 
philoſophical letter. 

Whilſt you remained at our houſe, I muſt acknow- 
ledge that your company was agreeable ; and your aſſi- 
duity to pleaſe aroſe from a conſciouſneſs of your merit 
as a gentleman, although at that time neither my bro- 
ther nor myſelf had the moſt diſtant thoughts of ever 
hearing ſuch a propoſal as your letter contains. It is 
our common practice to entertain ſtrangers in the ſame 
manner we did you, which is conſiſtent with old Engliſh 
hoſpitality, and ſomething like the conduct of the an- 
cient Patriarchs. | | 

The propoſal which you have ſent me is of too ſeri- 
ous a nature to be treated lightly, it requires to be con- 
fidered with the greateſt attention; eſpecially as a 
wrong ſtep of that ſort not only deſtroys all hopes of 
temporal happineſs, but, what is infinitely worſe, of- 
ten endangers that which is eternal. I doubt not but 
you have ſeen many fatal inſtances of this melancholy 
truth, wiz. That thoſe who were bound by the moſt 
ſolemn engagements to go hand in hand, through afflu- 
ence and poverty, have often prevented the one, and 
haftened thoſe afflictions inſeparably connected with the 
other. The conſideration of thoſe things preſents us 
with a glaring proof of the corruption of human nature 
in general, and particularly its moſt defirable ſtate, 
pretended Conjugal Felicity. The cauſes from which 
unhappineſs ariſe in families are various ; and although 
I never was a wife, yet I have ſeen many fatal inſtances 
of their pernicious effects. You yourſelf ſeem to be 
aware of this in the objections ſtated in your letter; 
and although I have convincing proofs that your cir- 
cumſtances are conſiſtent with your repreſentation of 
them, yet the ſecond objection is not ſo eaſily anſwer- 
ed, nor indeed have you done it to my ſatisfaction. 
Your anſwer to the common objections made againſt 
| ſtep-mothers, 
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ſtep-mothers, are altogether rational; they are what 
reaſon will at all times diate, and prudence on every 
occaſion require ; but you will excuſe me if I tell you 
fincerely, that even in the opinion of the thinking part 
of the world, the life of a ſtep- mother is far more diſ- 
agreeable than you endeavour to perſuade me. All 
eyes are upon them, and even their virtues are often 
conſtrued into faults. I acknowledge that it could ne- 
ver enter into the mind of a rational creature (I mean 
one who is really ſo) that a woman ſhould tyrannize 
over two or three orphans, for no other reaſon, ſave 
only that their mother was their father's former wife. 
1 his would prove her guilty of three of the moſt obious 
crimes, capable of being committed in the conjugal 
ſtate. Firſt, inhumanity to the deceaſed mother, ſe- 
condly, cruelty to the ſurviving children; and laſtly, 
a total diſreſpect for her huſband : for what woman 
would eſteem the man, or what regard could ſhe think 
he would have for her children, 1f he did not treat, or 
cauſe to be treated with tenderneſs, thoſe who were 
born of a woman equally dear to him as herſelf, But 
you know, fir, that we live in the world, and few, I 
believe, would chuſe to have their lives rendered un- 
happy, if they could poſſibly avoid it. Your charac- 
ter, circumſtance, and accompliſhments might entitle 
you to a much hetter wife than me; but I confeſs the 
above reaſons weigh ſtrongly in my mind againſt ſuch 
a connection; and unleſs they were anſwered more to 
my ſatisfaction than what you have already done, I 
ſhould chuſe ſtill to remain as I am. In the mean time 
I ſhall be glad at all times to hear from you, and am 

Your ſincere well-wiſher, 
LETTER AXCI. 
The Gentleman ts Reply. 


—̃ — r =_ WY —— * 


Madam, 
Have always org. that there are none more 
ready to condemn the conduct of others, than thoſe 
who are moſt guilty themſelves, and of this your letter 
is a convincing proof. Do not be ſurprized, for J am 
really in earneſt. You have accuſed me of acting the 
| philoſopher, 


COURTSHIP, axv MARRIAGE. 85 


philoſopher, whilſt you ſeem much better acquainted 
with thoſe ſages than myſelf. But pray, madam, is in 
any great fault to write a love-letter in a ſerious ſtrain ? 
Or ſhould every thing on that ſubject be only a jumble 
of incoherent 2 — ? Should the lover diveſt himſelf 
of the man, and, becauſe he prefers a woman to the reſt 
of her ſex, muſt he act the part of a fool to obtain her? 
1 dare venture to ſay you will anſwer in the negative. 
Your letter contains ſo may prulential reaſons for re- 
fuſing my offers, that I ſhould be ſtupid indeed if I did 
not confider them as the reſult of a well-informed judg- 
ment. All the objections I have againſt them is, that 
they apear too much grounded on popular cenſure. I 
believe you are well acquainted with the world, and you 
know that the beſt actions have been miſrepreſented, 
and the moſt amiable characters traduced. Nor has this 
been confined to any one ſingle ſtation in life, it has dif- 
fuſed itſelf through them all; and although its baleful 
mfluence has often rendered innocence miſerable, yet 
the prudent will deſpiſe it with that contempt it ſo juſt- 
ly merits, Virtue is its own reward; and happineſs, 
Deaf to fel call, 
Attends the muſic of the mind, 


Whilſt a woman of your great good ſenſe has the an- 
ſwers of a good Bod Ono in approbation of your con- 
duct, how infignificant muſt * envious cenſures of 
malice appear, when compared with real peace of mind. 
Indeed, I think you have carried your objections againſt 
being a ſtep- mother rather too far, and I think I ſhall 
not be guilty of blaſphemy, when I call your refinement 
of ſentiment, Falſe Delicacy. However, as I faid before, 
I am really in earneſt; and if I have not formed an er- 
roneous judgment, you are the only perſon I have yet 
OSS with, fince I became-a widower, with whom 
I think I can live happy. And will you, madam, he 
ſo cruel as to remain obſtinate in rejecting my ſuit? 1 
do not think it is conſiſtent with your good-nature ; and 
although I think it is beneath a generous mind to pur- 
chaſe a wife, yet I ſhall be willing to make your a ſet- 
tlement equal to your wiſhes, beſides a ſufficiency tor 
3 5 | H your 
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your children, if we ſhould be bleſt with any, Your 
' anſwer to this is impatiently expected by 
Your real admirer, 


— ] 


LETTER XCHI, 
From the Lady in Anfwer. 


S FR, ; 
Peruſed your letter, and begin to be afraid that I 
have tampered. with you too long, to conceal the 
real ſentiments of my mind from one fo juſtly entitled 
to know them as vou are. My objections, I aſſure you, 
Kr, were not the effect of levity, but aroſe from the molt 
mature deliberation ; nor would I, on any account, im- 
poſe on the man to whom I intended to we my hand, 
and conſequently my heart. This would have been a 
crime, attended with more aggravating circumſtances 
than any which you have mentioned, and leſs intitled 
to an excuſe. Hypocriſy is the ſame under whatever 
character it appears; wn the perſon who is guilty of 
it in the ſmalleſt matters, will be equally ſo in the 
greateſt, Your anſwer to my objections are altogether 
ſatisfactory, and I am now convinced that I may be 
your wife, and at the ſame time, at leaſt a nominal 
mother to your children: I ſay nominal, for although 
I ſhould on all occafions conſider myſelf obliged to act 
with humanity to your children, as well as my own, 
yet I may ſtill be named by the above appellation, 
However, as your 2 company, and converſation 
were agreeable, and as your character ſtands unimpeach- 
ed, I am almoſt inclined to try that life to which I have 
been hitherto a ſtranger. It is, I aſſure you, with diffi- 
dence, and if attended with any unfavourable circum- 
ſtances, may poſſibly be more my fault than your's. 
We cannot foreſee future events, and are therefore 
obliged to leave them to the direction of an unerring 
Providence. I ſhall therefore not detain you any longer, 
but only to inform you, that my brother was married 
yeſterday to Miſs Bright; may. every happineſs attend 
them both in time and in eternity. You will 8 2 
erter 
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letter encloſed from him, and your may be aſſured that 
1 have not now any objections againſt being connected 
with you for life. The time fixed for that period de- 
pends entirely on your own choice and appointment, 
and I think you cannot reaſonably defire more. All 
that I expe, nay, all that I defire, is only to be treat- 
ed conſiſtently with the profeſſions you have already 
made, If ſo, I think J cannot fail of being as happy 
as is conſiſtent with the ſtate of affairs in this world, and 
I do not look for miracles. As you will doubtleſs be 
much hurried before you ſet out for London, one letter 
more will be ſufficient until I ſee you; in the mean time 
(as the Jews ſay) may you reſt content and happy. 
I am, &. 


i. tht. ths. AM ttt dt Cn. 4. A BM oth 8 2 


LETTER XCUI. 
The Brether's Letter. 


— 


SIX, 


1 Know not of any gentleman who ever yet honoured 
me with their company, for whom I have a greater 
regard than yourſelf ; and the agreeable hours we have 
ſpeat together cannot be equalled unleſs they are re- 
peated, When I read your firſt letter to my ſiſter, I 
conſidered your propoſal of marriage as the higheſt ho- 
nour that poſſibly could he conferred on our family; 
and yet, without partiality, I firmly believe, that the 
woman, to whom you have paid your addreſſes, has 
merit equal to any in the world. She returned from the 
boarding-ſchool about ten years ago, during which 
time ſhe has ſuperintended the affairs of my family, and 
conducted them with ſuch prudence, as is ſeldom met 
witi in one of her years. Many offers have been made 
to her by fox-hunters in our neighbourhood, but their 
characters were ſo totally oppoſite to her ſentiments, 
that ſhe rejected them with the utmoſt diſdain, although 
apparently beneficial, My ſiſter, fir, has much more 
refined notions, than to pay any more regard to afflu- 
ence than what would procure her an ders, each ſub- 
ſiſtence, and too great a regard to her conſcience, than 
to ſacrifice her peace of oY to enjoy the greateſt earth- 
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ly grandeur. To uſe her own words, ſhe conſiders rich- 
es as laying her under an additional obligation to act 
tor the good of her fellow creatures, as a faithful ftew- 
ard of that Almighty Being, who has declared that 
he will exact a ſtrict account from his creatures in what 
manner they have uſed thoſe gifts, which his unbound- 
ed liberality has beſtowed. Her leiſure hours have been 
ſpent in reading, and when J have met with her in the 
garden, or the fields, ſhe had conſtantly in her hand 
either Milton, Thomſon, or Young, but moſt frequent- 
ly her Bible. It may poſſihly occur to your thoughts, 
that what | have faid in commendation of a beloved 
filter, ariſes from a fraternal affection: But I do afſure 
you, fir, that I could not help repeating her many ac- 
compliſhments, were you an utter ftranger, and even 
a married man, A perſon deſtitute of virtue and ſenſi- 
bility might remain ignorant for ever of my ſiſter's me. 
rits; but by one of your worth, I doubt not but they 
will be eſtimated according to their real value. Light 
and darkneſs cannot dwell together; nor can thoſe of 
oppoſite tempers ever be happy ; but where there is an 
intellectual, as well as a corporeal union, nothing in 
this life can interfere with the rational enjoyments. But 
I had almoſt forgot that I am writing to one who is 
well acquainted with theſe things ; nor ſhould I have 
enlarged ſo much, had I not regarded your friendſhi 
and intereſt on the one hand, and my fiſter's happineſs 
on the other, Yet not to detain you longer, my con- 
ſent for a happy union 1s not only at your ſervice, but, 
as I ſaid before, I ſhall confider it as a very happy 
event; and I have not the leaſt doubt of your ever 
repentng of your choice. I have heard that your ſe- 
cular affairs call for your attendance in London; when 
thoſe are ſettled, I ſhall be glad to hear from you, and 
likewiſe of my ſiſter and you being happily joined in 
marriage. In the mean time ſheis at my houſe, where 
you inay freely correſpond, and I am, 

| Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


L ET. 
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From the Gentleman after his arrival in London, to the 
Lady in the Country. 
My Dear, 
| ſo I muſt now call you; I arrived here laſt night, 
and embrace this firſt opportunity of writing. 
What a ' buſy place is London! What a variety of 
ſtrange faces, and continual hurry of buſineſs ; the eiti- 
zens acquiring forunes by trade, whilit the nobility 
and gentry are ſquandering away thoſe eſtates left them 
by their anceſtors ! but ſuch has always been the con- 
duct of mankind in trading nations. One ſows, ano- 
ther reaps, whilſt a third enjoys the fruits of their la— 
bour. For my own part, 1 am neither fond of gaiety 


nor ſolitude. In all things there is a medium which 


ought to be preferred to extremes. A ſudden eleva- 
tion to affluence or grandeur, and a ſudden tall from 
either, are equally dangerous; the one too often plun- 
ges the perſon into all forts of immorality, whilft the 
effects of the other 15 moſt commonly deſpair. I would 
chuſe to ſpend three months every year in London, and 
the remainder in the country. This in my opinion is 
a more rational ſcheme than the preſent mode of con- 
tinually hurrying from place to place, without ever 
reliſhing the pleaſures of any. But I had almoſt forgot 
to whom I am writing. As ſoon as I have ſettled my 
affairs here, which will take up about three weeks, I 
intend going to Windſor to viſit my daughters at the 
boarding-ſchool ; and from thence haiten to your bro- 
ther's; when I hope that union will take place that 
mult terminate only with our lives. I have employed 
my attorney to draw up articles of a jointure tor you, 
and which I ſhall bring along with me to be fiened in 
the preſence of your friends. I hope your brother and 
his ſpouſe are well. I received his excellent letter, 
and heartily thank him for the contents. 
] am, my dear, 


Your's ſincetely and aftfectionately, 


H 3 LE T. 
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From a Lover io his Miſtreſs, lately vecovered from 
Sickneſs, 


My Dear, 
HIS day's poſt has juſt brought me the joyful news 
of your happy recovery. Ihe indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity I was under of attending my buſineſs at this place, 
hindered me from bebolding on a ſick-bed, all that is 
dear to me in the world. but I need not perſuade you 
to believe this, as I hope you have had ſufficient proofs 
of my fidelity, and what I have ſuffered on account of 
your illneſs may be felt but not expreſſed. When | 
took the letter in my hand, I trembled, and poſlibly 
ſhould have been deprived of courage to open it, had 
not the ſeal heen red. To one oppreſſed with fear, the 
ſmalleſt matter yields a glimpſe of hope.— l opened the 
better, and you may eafily imagine what was my joy, 
when inſtead of reading an account of your death, it 
contained the delightful news of your recovery, written 
by your father. Ah! thought, | my charmer is ſtill 
weak, or ſhe would not have emploved another hand, 
his led me to fear a relapfe ; but I hope that God, 
whoſe great mercy has preſerved you hitherto, will per- 
_ f-& your recovery. You are conftantly in my thoughts, 
and 1 prav tor your every day. That I may once more 
be happy in ſeeing you, I have ſent for my brother to 
manage my buſineſs during my abſence. I expect him 
here in about three days, when nothing but ſickneſs ſhall 
prevent my coming. Vou will receive by the coach a 
{mall parcel, containing ſome of the neweſt patterns 
both of filk and laces, together with ſome other things. 
Such trifles are ſcarce worth mentioning ; but I hope 
vou will accept them as a teſtimony of my fincere love 
to her whom in a few months I hope to call my own. 
Preſent my duty to your honoured parents, and be- 


dice me to be, with the greateſt ſincerity, 


Your ever affectionate lover, 


LET, 
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From a rich young Gentleman, to a beautiful young Lady 
with ng Fortune. 

Miſs Sophia, FEES 
1. is a general reflection againſt the manners of the 

preſent age, that marriage is only confidered as one 
of thoſe methods by which avarice may be ſatisfied, 
and poverty increaſed ; that neither the character nor 
accompliſhments of the woman are much regarded, 
her merit being eſtimated by the thouſands of her for- 
tane. I acknowledge that the accuſation is too true, 
and to that may be aſcribed many unhappy matches 
we daily meet with; for how is it poſſible that thoſe 
ſhould ever have the ſame affection tor each other, who 
were forced to comply with terms to wh'ch they had the 
utmoſt averſion ; as 1t they had been allowed to conſulr 
their own inclinations, and give their hands where they 
have engaged their hearts? For my own part, I have 
been always determined to conſult my inclinations 
where there is the leaſt appearance of happineſs ? and 
having an eaſy independency, am not anx10us about 
increaſing it ; being well convinced, that in all ſtates 
the middle one is beſt. I mean neither poverty nor 
riches ; which leads me to the diſcovery of a paſſion 
which I have long endeavoured to conceal, | 

The opportunities which 1 have had of converſing 
with you at lady B's, have at laſt convinced me, that 
merit and riches are far from being connected, and that 
a woman may have thoſe qualifications neceſſary to 
adorn her ſex, although adverſe fortune has denied her 
money. I am ſure that all thoſe virtues neceſſary to 
make me happy in the marriage ſtate, are centered in 
you, and whatever objection you may have to my per- 
ſon, yet I hope there can be none to my character; and 
if you will conſent to be mine, it ſhall be my conſtant 
ſtudy to make your life agreeable, and under the en- 
dearing character of huſband, endeavour to ſupply your 
early loſs of the beſt of parents. I ſhall expect your an- 
ſwer as ſoon as poſſible, for 1 wait for it with the utmoſt 
impatience, I am your affeCuonate lover. 
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LETTER XCVII. 


T he young Lady's Anſwer, 

SIR, 

Received your letter yeſterday, and gratitude for 
I generous propoſal which you have made, obliges 
me to thank you heartily for the contents. 

As I have no objections either to your perſon or cha- 
rater, you will give me leave to deal ſincerely, and ſtate 
thoſe things which at preſent bear great weight with 
me, and perhaps muſt ever remain unanſwere*, and 
hinder me trom entering into that ſtate againſt which I 
have not the leaſt averſion, 

You well know (at leait I imagine ſo) that the propo- 
ſal yon have made to me 1s a ſecret both to your rela- 
tions and friends; and would you defire me to ruſh pre- 
cipitately into the marriage-ſtate, where ] have the 
greateſt reaſon to fear that I ſhould be looked ubon with 
contempt, by thoſe whom nature had connected me 
with? I ſhould conſider myſelf obliged to promote the 
happineſs of my huſband ; and how confiſtent would a 
ſtep of that nature be with ſuch a reſolution ? You know 
that I was left an orphan, and had it not been for the 
picus care of lady B. muſt have been brought up in a 
ſtate of ſervitude. You know that I have no fortune; 
and were I to accept of your offer, it would lay me un- 
der ſuch obligations as muit deſtroy my liberty. Gra- 
titude and love are two very different things. The one 
ſuppoſes a benefit received, whereas the other is a free 
act ofthe will. Suppoſe me raiſed to the joint poſleſ. 
ſion of your fortune, could I ca!l it mine unleſs I had 
brought you ſomething as an equivalent; Or, have I 
not great reaſon to fear that you yourſelf may conſider 
me as under obligations, inconſiſtent with the character 
of a wife; I acknowledge the great generoſity of your 
offer, and would confider myſelt highly honoured, could 
I prevail with myſelf to prefer to peace of mind the 
enjoyment of an affluent fortune. But as I have been 
very ſincere in my anſwer, fo let me beg, that you will 
endeavour to eradicate a paſſion, which, if nouriſhed 
longer, may prove fatal to us both. * 

] aw, Sir, with che greateſt teſpect, &c. 
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LETTER: XCvIn. 


T he Gentleman's Reply. 


dear Sophia, | 
V AS it not cruel to ſtart ſo many objections? Or 
| could you ſuppoſe me capable of ſo baſe an ac- 
non, as to deſtroy your freedom, and peace of mind? 
Or do you think that Jam capable of ever forgetting 
you, or being happy in the enjoyment of another ? For 
God's ſake do not mention gratitude any more. Your 
many virtues intitle you to much more than I am able 
to give;-but all that I have ſhall be your's. With reſpect 
to my relations, I have none to conſult beſides my mo- 
ther and my uncle, and their conſent, and even appro- 
bation, are already obtained. You have often heard 
my mother declare, that ſhe preferred my happineſs 
with a woman of virtue, to the poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
fortune ; and though I forgot to mention it, yet I had 
communicated my ſentiments to her before 1 had open · 
ed my mind to you. Let me beg that you will lay 
aſide all thoſe unneceſſary ſcruples which only ſerve to 
make one n happy, who is already ſtruggling under 
all the anxieties of real and genuine love. It is in your 
power, my dear, to make me happy, and none elſe 
can. I cannot enjoy one moment's reit till I have 
rom anſwer, and then the happy day ſhall be fixed, 
t me beg that you will not ſtart any more objections 
unleſs you are my real enemy ; but your tender nature 
cannot ſuffer you to be cruel. Be mine, my dear, and 
Jam your's for ever. My ſervant ſhall wait for the 
anſwer to your ever ſincere lover, whoſe ſole happineſs 
is centered in you, I am, &c. 


8 


** 


LETTER XCIX. 
The Lady's Auſæucr. 


A9. 
I Find that when one of your ſex forms a reſolution, 
4 you are determined to go through, whatever be 
the event, Your anſwer to iny firſt objection, 1 muſt 
confeſs, 
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confeſs is ſatisfactory. I wiſh I could ſay ſo of the 
others? but I find that if I muſt comply, I ſhall be ob- 
liged to truſt the remainder to yourſelf, Perhaps this is 
always the caſe, and even the moſt cautious have been 
deceived. However, fir, I have communicated the con- 
tents of your letter to her ladyſhip, as you know ſhe has 
been to me as a parent. She has not any objection, and 
J am at laſt reſolved to comply. I muſt give my ſelf up 
to you as a poor friendleſs orphan, and ſhall endeavour 
to act conſi ent with the rules laid down and enforced 
by our holy religion: and if you ſhould fo far deviate 
from the paths of victue as to upbraid me with pover- 
ty, I have no friends to complain to, but that God who 
is the father of the fatherleſs, But I have a better 
opinion of you than to entertain any ſuch fears. 1 
have left the time to your own appointment, and let 
me beg that you will continue in the practice of that 
virtuous education which you have received. Virtue 
is its own reward, and cannot be unhappy with the 
man who preters the duties of religion to guety and 
diſſipation, Iam your's ſincerely, 


*** 


Err. 
From a Lady to a Gentleman, complaining of Indifference, 


S I R, 

| = ber light you may make of promiſes, yet I 
am fooliſh enough to conſider them as ſomething 
more than trifles; and am likewiſe induced to believe 
that the man who voluntarily breaks a promiſe, will not 
pay much regard to an ofith; and if fo, in what light 
muſt | confider your conduct? Did I not give you my 
promiſe to be your's, and had you no other reaſon for 
ſoliciting than merely to gratify your vanity ? A bratal 
gratification, indeed, to triumph over the weakneſs of 
a woman whoſe greateſt tault was, that ſhe ns” + . 
e Ms. - 
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I ſay, loved you; for it was in conſcquence of that paſ- 
fion, I firſt conſented to become your's. Has your 
conduct, fir, been conſiſtent with my ſubmiſſion, or 
with your own ſolemn profeſſions? Is it conſiſtent with 
the character of a gentleman firſt to obtain a woman's 
conſent, and afterwards brag that he had diſcarded her 
and found one more agreeable to his wiſhes! Do not 
equi vocate, I have too convincing proofs of your inſin- 
cerity ; I ſaw you yeſterday walking with Miſs Benſon, 
and am informed that you hive propoſed marriage to 
her. Whatever you may think, fir, 1 have a ſpirit of 
diſdain, and even reſentinent, equal to your ingrati- 
tude, and can treat the wretch with a proper indiffer- 
ence, who can make fo ſlight a matter of the moſt ſo- 
lemn promiſes. Miſs Benſon may be your wife, but 
fhe will receive into her arms a perjured huſband ; nor 
can ever the ſupetſtructure be laſting, which is built on 
ſuch a foundation. I leave you to the ſtings of your 
own conſcience, 

x I am the injured, 


— 


LETTREA..C 
T he Gentleman's Anſaver. 


| My gear Angel, 


| R by that name I muſt ſtill call you; has cruelty 

entered into your tender nature, or has ſome do- 
ſigning wretch impoſed on your credulity? My dear, 
I am not what you have repreſented, I am neither falſe 
nor perjured ; I never propoſed marriage to Miſs Ben- 
ſon, I never deſigned it; and my fole reaſon for walk- 
ing with her was, that I had been on a viſit to her bro- 
ther, whom you know is my attorney, And was 1t 
any fault in me to take a walk into the fields along 
with him and his ſiſter? Surely prejudice itſelf cannot 
ſay ſo? but I am afaid you have been impoſed on by 
ſome deſigning perſon, who had private views, and 
private 
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private ends to anſwer by ſuch baſeneſs. But whaterer 
may have been the cauſe, I am entirely innocent; and 
to convince you of my fincerity, beg that the day of 


marriage may be next week. My atieftions never ſo 


much as wandered from the dear object of my love; in 
you are centered all my hopes of felicity ; with you on- 
ly can I be happy. Keep me not in miſery one mo- 
ment longer, by entertaining groundleſs jealouſies 
againſt one who loves you in a mauner ſuperior to the 
whole of your ſex ; and I can ſet at defiance even ma- 
lice itſelf. Let me beg your anſwer by my ſervant, 
which will either make me happy or miſerable, L 
have ſent a ſmall parcel by the bearer, which I hope 
you will accept as a convincing proof of my integrity; 
and am, Your's for ever, 


* 


—_— 


9 


LET. TER 'CIL 


From a young Officer, ordered to his Regiment in Minorca, 
to a young Lady whom be courted, 


My Dear, 


1 Am ſcarce able to hold the pen. An order has juſt 
now arrived from the War- oſſice, by which I am 
obliged to ſet fail to-morrow for Minorca, without 
having the happineſs of ſeeing my angel. What un- 
happineſs to us, and devaſtation among the human race 
has the ambition of princes, and the perfidiouſneſs of 
miniſters occaſioned ! Huſbands obliged to leave their 
beloved wives, and dear little children ; every relation 
is broken, and we may well ſay with Addiſon, 
| What havock has ambition made! 
But what is this to my preſent purpoſe? Like all others 
in a ſtate of diſtraction, I am obliged to write non- 
ſence, if any thing can be ſo called where the name 
of my charmer is found. Did you know, my dear, 
what a ſtruggle I have between love and duty, you 
would conſider me as an object of compaſſion. I 
am bound, by the moſt ſolemn oaths, to be your's; 
and at the ſame time duty obliges me to draw my 
ſword, in defence of the juſt rights of my lawful prince 
| and 
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and.injured country; and whatever dangers may wait 

for me, I would meet them with the greateſt chearful- 

neſs, were I ſure of poſſeſſing one place in your heart. 
But why do I fay one, I muſt have all or none; I cannot 

bear the moſt diſtant thought that you would place your 

affections on another. No, my dear, were that to hap- 

pen, I would act the part of General Campbell at the 

fatal battle of Fontenoy, by ruſhing on the ſword of 
the enemy, to put an end to a weary exiſtence. I ſhould 

chearfully lay down my life, which would be of ſmall 

value, were 1 to be ſeparated for ever from you. But 

why do I doubt? I know my charmer is as virtuous as 

ſhe is beautiful, and that nothing but my own conduct 
can ever make her diſcard me ; but, 

Is not abſence death to thoſe who love ? However, I 
have the pleaſing reflection yet left, that whilſt I am in 
a diſtant part of the world attending my duty, I ſhall be 
remembered by her, whoſe prayers tor my preſervation, 
will be acceptable to that God who loves virtue, who is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Nothing in this 
world can ever be ſo dear to me as you are, Believe all, 
I fay, and I am happy. If I do any thing that may ap- 
pear wrong, inform me of it, and it ſhall be my firſt 
care to confeſs my fault and amend, I defire your ad- 
vice in every thing; but alas! ſeparation will render it 
difficult, though not impoſſible. Not having had time 
to ſettle with our agent, I have left an order with my. 
mother for that purpoſe. —Let me beg that you will 
honour her with a viſit, ſhe will eſteem it as a reſpect 
ſhewn to me, I have often told you what an excellent 
woman ſhe is, and I am fully perſuaded you will find 
her ſo, yea, more ſo than I have ever mentioned. We 
are to ſtop at Gibraltar, where I hope to have a letter 
from you. If it comes too late, the governor will for- 
ward it to Minorca. Once more, my dear, farewel, 
continue to be mine, and all the viciſſitudes and danger s 
of war will appear as trifles; and when peace ſhall 
again bleſs the nations, I will fly on the wings of love 
to the arms of my deareſt angel, and ſpend with her the 
remainder of my days, L am your fincere —_ * 


ee i 
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The Lady's Anſwer. 


Dear Charles, 

T F your hand could ſcarcely hold the pen, I am afraid 

this will appear unintelligible, being wet with tears 
from beginning to end. When your letter arrived, we 
were drinking tea, and my father reading the newſ- 
paper, wherein it was ſaid, that all the officers in the 
army were ordered to join their regiments; I was a 
good deal alarmed, but ſome hopes remained till the 
fatal letter convinced me that my ſuſpicions were but 
too well founded. Alas ! how vain are humble expec- 
tations! In the morning we dream of happineſs, and be 
fore evening are really miſerable. 1 was, promiſing to 
myſelf that one month would have joihd our hands, 
and now we afe ſeparated perhaps for years, if not for 
ever. For how do] know but the next poſt may bring 
me an account of your being killed in battle, and then 
farewel every thing in this world. My pleafing proſ- 
pects will then vaniſh, and although unmarried, will 
remain a widow till death. And is it poſſible you can 
doubt one moment of my ſincerity, or do you think, 
that thoſe affections can ever be placed on another which 
were firſt fixed on you, from a convincing proof of your 
accompliſhments and merit? No, my dear, my fidelity 
to you ſhall remain as unſpotted as this paper, before 
it was blotted with ink, and bedewed with tears. I 
know not how others love, but my engagements are for 
eternity. You deſire me to put you in mind of your 
duty. I know not of any faults, nor am I difpoſed to 
look for them. I doubt not, but the religious educa- 
tion you have received in your youth will enable you to 
reſiſt the ſtrongeſt temptations: and, like that everlaſt- 
ing honour to the army, Colonel Gardiner, although 
not afraid to fight, yet you will be afraid to ſin. How- 
ever terrifying it may be to meet death in the field, yet 
it is far more awful to appear before a juſt God, whom 
we have offended by out 1niquities. I have been reading 


ing 
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ing Lyttelton: Hiſtory of England, and that elegant au- 
thor ſays, that at the battle of Haſtings, which over- 
threw the Saxon monarchy, the Normans, although 
under arms all night, were yet fervent in their devo- 
tions, whilſt the Engliſh, who thought themſclves ſe- 
cure of victory, were ſpending the time in riot and 
drunkenneſs. But alas! the next day exhibited a dif- 
ferent ſcene. The Normans became conquerors, after 
killing many thouſands of the enemy ; and ſuch are 
commonly the fatal effects of debauchery. '} here is not 
one body of people in the world accuſed of irreligion 
more than the military ? and from the very nature of their 
employment, none are more obliged to practice every 
Chriſtian duty. They fee coal of their fellow - 
creatures hurried into eternity, nor do they know but 
the next may be themſelves. My dear Charles, never 
be aſhamed of religion. A conſciouſneſs of your inte- 
prity will inſpire you with real courage in the day of 

attle ; and if you ſhould at laſt die in defence of the 
juſt rights of your country, the divine favour will be 
your comfort through eternity. In the mean time my 
prayers ſhall conftantly be for your ſafety and preſerva- 
tion, and my earneſt hopes fixed on your happy return. 

I have obtained leave of my parents to refide with 
your mother during the ſummer, which will at leaſt be 
ſome conſolation to me in your abſence, Let me hear 
from you as often as poſſible, but never doubt of my 
fidelity. Conſider me as already your's, and I am 
happy. Farewell, my dear, and may the wiſdom of 
God direct you, and his providence be your guard, is 
the _ prayer of her who prefers you before all the 
world, 


1 2 PART 


PART IV. 


ON FRIENDSHIP, Ge. 


LETTER CIV, 


7 2 letter on Friendſhip was written by a Gen- 
 tleman lately deceaſed, and found among fi hit papers, 


My dear Friend, 
1 was a firange notion of Paſchal, that he would ne- 
ver admit any man to a ſhare of his friendſhip. Had 
that great man been a Miſanthrope, or an enemy to 
his fellow creatures, I ſhould not have been much ſur- 
priſed, but as his love to mankind extended as far as 


either his knowledge or influence, it is neceſſary to 


conſider his reaſons, for a conduct apparently ſo ſtrange. 
Paſchal had ſuch elevated notions of the Deity on the 
one hand, and ſo low an opinion of human nature on 
the other, that he thought, if he placed his affections 
on any created being, it would be a ſort of inſult to 
the Creator, and a robbing him of that worſhip which 
was due to him alone? But whatever were the notions 
of that great man, yet there is ſuch a thing as real 
friendſhip, and there is alſo a neceſſity for it. It is 
true, indeed, that God is our only friend, and that 
on him our affections ought principally to be fixed. 
But thoſe who are acquainted with human nature, 
well know that we are ſuch a compoſition of * 

Pirit 
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fpirt, that however we may wiſh to keep up an inter- 
courſe with the Deity, yet our inclinations are ſuch, 
that we are more deſirous of being converſant with 
thoſe of our own ſpecies, to whom, at ail times we 
can be able to unboſom ourſelves. 

Friendſhip is as old as the firſt formation of ſociety, 
and there is ſcarce one antient writer now extant, who 
has not ſaid ſomething in praiſe of it. Of this we have 
a fine example in the ſtory of David and Jonathan, as 
recorded in the ſecond book of Samuel. In the ſame 
facred oracles we are told that love is ſtronger than 
death ; and even the great Redeemer of the world had 
a beloved diſciple. 

The pious and ingenious Dr. Watts has finely de- 
ſeribed triendſhip in one of his poems, which J doubt 
not but you have read. | 

* Friendſhip, thou charmer of the mind, 

Thou ſweet deluding ill; 

The brighteſt moments mortals find, 
And ſharpeſt pains we feel. 

Fate has divided all our ſhares, 
Of pleaſure and of pain ; 

In love the friendſhip and the cares 
Are mix'd and join'd again. 

The ſame ingenious author in another place ſays, - 

Tis dangerous to let looſe our love 
Beneath the eternal fair. 

But whatever the wiſe or learned may ſav, yet we 
know that man is a ſocial being, and conſequently has 
a capacity, and even a defire for friendſhip. Friend- 
ſhip is in its own nature © neceſſary, that | know not 
how a ſocial being can exiſt without it. Are we by 
any providential occurrence raiſed from poverty to 
afluence, to whom can we communicate the delight- 
ful news but our friend ? On the other hand, are we 
reduced from the higheſt pinnacle of grandeur to the 
moſt abject ſtate of poverty, to whom can we look for 
conſolation but God and our friend ? Indeed there is 
not one ſtate or condition in life where friendſhip is not 
neceſſary, What wretched mortals would men be were 
they not endowed with ſo noble a principle! 

I 3 Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip is of a very delicate nature, and either the 
er or miſery of both parties may, in ſome ſenſe, 
be ſaid to depend on it. Friendſhip is ſomewhat like 
marriage, it is made for life, or as Cæſar ſaid, Ihe 
dye is caſt. Mrs. Rowe, in one of her letters to the 
Counteſs of Hertford, ſays, ** When I contract a 
friendſhip it is for eternity:” Her notions were always 
elevated, and the chief buſineſs of her life ſeems to 
have been promoting the intereſt of her fellow crea- 
tares. Friendſhip hliges the parties engaged to lay 
open their minds to each other; there mutt not be any 
concealment. There is not an endearing attribute of 
the Deity, not an amiable quality in man, but what 
15 included in the word Friendſhip. Benevolence, Mer- 
ry, Compaſſion, &c, are only parts of it. 

From all this we may learn, that great care ought to 
be had in the choice of friends; and ſhould they un- 
happily betray the ſacred truſt repoſed in them, yet 
we ought not to purſue them with unrelenting fury. 

In the courſe of my experience I -remember two 1n- 
fances of the breach of friendſhip, which, were attend- 
ed with very different effects. TWo gentlemen con- 
tracted a friendſhip for each other, which laſted ſome 
years ; at laſt one of them unhappily revealed a ſeciet 
to his wiie, who told it to the wife of the other, in 
conſequence of which an unhappy diviſion took place 
in the family of the latter. Ihe injured perſon up- 
braided his friend with infidelity, told him of the fatal 
effects occaſioned by this imprudence ; but (ſays he) 
although I cannot be your friend any longer, yet I 
will never be your enemy. My heart will pity you, 
whilſt my hand ſhall be open to relieve your neceſſities, 
Such a declaration was confiſtent with the prudence of 
a man, and the piety of a Chriſtian ; but that of the 
other was of a nature totally oppoſite, and (in my 
opinion) truly diabolical. A difference of a fimilar 
nature happened, attended with the like circumſtances z. 
but the injured perſon, inſtead of ſympathizing with 
the weakneſs of his friend, purſued him with unrelent- 
ing cruelty, nor ever ceaſed until he had nn, 
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ed his ruin, and even triumphed over it. You may 
make what comments you pleaſe : I can only aſſure 
you that both are fatts.— How different, my friend, 
has our conduct to each other been? During theſe 
thirty years, no breach has ever happened; and it 
ſeems as new this day as at the beginning. As this is 
probably the laſt letter you will ever ſee in my hand- 
writing, accept of my ſincere thanks for the many be- 
nefits 1 have received from your faithful admonitions, 
and your benevolent conſolations: and when we meet 
in the regions of bliſs, our happineſs will then remain 
uninterrupted. 4 | 
I am your's ſincerely, 


—_ 
— 


LETTER CV. 


From a Gentleman whoſe Wife was lately dead, to a 
Clergyman in the Neighbourhood, 


-- 


Reverend Sir, 
OU have often, both in public and private, en- 
larged on thoſe comforts and conſolations which 
Chriſtianity affords to the afflifted ; and if ever they 
were neceſſary to one under thoſe circumſtances, they 
muſt be to myſelf. About ſeven laſt night my wite 
died in child-bed, and I am left the diſconſolate parent 
of five young children, Had you ſeen the excrucia- 
ting tortures under which ſhe expired, it would have 
reminded you of the emphaſis of that curſe pronounced 
upon our firſt parents for their rebellion againſt God. 
When ſhe ſaw the * of terrors approach, ſhe was all 


reſignation to the divine will, and left this lower 


world in the ſame manner, and with the ſame chearful 
alacrity, as if ſhe had been going to viſit a friend, or 
attend the ſervice of her Maker. Overwhelmed with 


he I entered her chamber, when ſhe exerted the 
I 


nall remains of ſtrength, and ſpoke to me as — : 
| 7 


— — — — a” ” 
= 


I was ſunk for ſome time in the greateſt diſtreſs, 2 
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My dear, | 

I am now going the way of all fleſh, but God, the 
everlaſting God, will be your comfort, When I firft 
became your's | looked for all the happineſs conſiſtent 
with the ſtate of human nature in this vale of miſery ? 
and I muſt confeſs that my higheſt wiſhes have been gra- 
tified, and your tenderneſs has been even more than I 
could expect. You may have ſeen faults in my conduct, 
but I do afſure you (and is this a time to diſſemble) 
they were altogether involuntary. My principal ſtudy 
was to obtain the favour of that God before whom I am 


- ſoon to appear. My obedience to the commands of my 
God have been attended with many imperfections, but 


J truſt for pardon and acceptance in the merits of my 
dear Redeemer. Here ſhe tainted looked wiſhful- 
ly at me, and ſhed a tear over her dear children, who 
were crying by her bed. She attempted to ſpeak 
but in vain, At laſt, fixing her eyes towards heaven 
ſhe repeated thoſe beautiful words, Into thy hands 
commit my ſoul, for thou haſt redeemed me, O! 
thou God of my ſalvation,” and then cloſed her eyes, 
never to be opened till the ſound of the laſt trumpet. 


on the dear departed remains of my beloved ſpouſe, and 
endeavouring to filence, by perſuaſion, the cries of her 
orphan children. At laſt I recollected that 1 had ftill 
a friend left in you, to whom I might, with a view of 
conſolation, lay open the inmoſt receſſes of my heart. 
Jam afraid your indiſpoſition may hinder you from vi- 


ſiting me, and if fo, let me beg that you will, in the 


mean time, favour me with a few lines. At preſent 
every ſort of conſolation will be acceptable, but what- 
ever comes from ou will be doubly ſo. 1 know not 


what to write; excuſe incoherence and impropriety 


from one whom you have often honoured with the ap- 
pellation of friend, Jam, &c. 


LET. 


1 e 


e e 
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Who is the Almighty that I ſhould ſerve him? 
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The Clerguman's Anſwer. 


My dear Friend, 

I Sincerely commiſerate your variegated calamity, and 

wiſh there was any thing in my power that could 
alleviate your diſtreſs, You well know that all afflic- 
tion, of whatever kind it is, proceeds from God.,—** I 
create light and make darkneſs, I make war and 
peace, I the Lord do all theſe things.“ This, fir, 
ſhould be your firſt conſideration, and this ſhould regu- 


late the whole of your conduct. 


It was this conſideration which reconciled old Eli to 

the ſevereſt doom that perhaps was ever denounced, 
Though contrary to human nature, and much more ſo 
to natural affection, yet it is the Lord, let him do 
what ſhall ſeem good. ; 
- This reconciled Job to all his unparalleled ſufferings, 
„The Lord giveth, the Lord hk away;“ rapacious 
hands, and waving elemeats, were only inſtruments of 
his power, therefore I bleſs and adore his holy name, 
This conſolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus on the 
approach of his inconceivable bitter agony. But it is 
my father's pleaſure, and. not the malice of my ene- 
mies, . not my will but his be done. 

If your father, (dear ſir) your heavenly father, who 
loves you with an everlaſting love has thought proper 
to mix ſome gall with your portion of lite, ſenſible of 
the beneficent hand from which your viſitation comes, 
may you bow your head in awful ſilence; and ſay with 
the aflited Hezekiah of old. Good is the word of 
the Lord concerning me.” | 

Afflictions are often accompanied with many valuable 
benefits; as David ſaid, ** Ir is good for me that 1 have 
been afflicted, for before that I went aſtray.“ 

Afflictions ſerve to wean us from the world, When 
every thing goes ſmoothly on, and nothing interrupts | 
the preſent enjoyments, we are apt to forget the God 
that made us, and ſay with unparalleled aſſurance, 


Afflictions 
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Afflictions ſerve to lead us to value the bleſſings of 
chriſtianity, and to hold in the loweſt eſtimation our 
own worthineſs, When ſorrows harraſs our circum- 
ſtances and trouble oppreſſes our minds, we are glad, 
we are earneſt to find reſt in Chriſt, The ſevere af. 
fliction under which I have ſo long laboured, hinders 
me from ſeeing you, although I ſhall take the firſt op- 
portunity of doing ſo, when 1t pleaſes God to reſtore 
| me again to health. In the mean time I have ſent you 
; a copy of Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt. A careful peru- 
1 ſal of that valuable work will reconcile you to the va- 

rious diſpenſations of Providence, eſpecially when you 
conſider the character of the Redeemer, who ſuffered 
ſo much for us. He bore our griefs and carried our 
ſorrows. He was a man of ſorrow, and acquainted 
with grief, 

From theſe conſiderations (my dear friend) endea- 
vour to reconcile yourſelf to this awful diſpenſation of 
Providence : I am ſenſible of your loſs, but you know 
not what God may yet have in ſtore for you. Per- 
haps he has only 3 you of one mercy in order 
to beſtow another. I doubt not, but the Almighty 

[ has thouſands of mercies yet in ſtore for you, both in 
F time and eternity, and that period is faſt approaching 
| when you yourſelf muſt put off this earthly tabernacle, 
and pay that debt to nature which your beloved ſpouſe 
has already done. Let your care at preſent be, to 
attend the education of your children, Your duty is 
now doubly increaſed, and all that was incumbent on 
on beloved ſpouſe, is now transferred to yourſelf ; 
ut the bleſſings of the Almighty will be beſtowed in 
proportion to your chearful obedience. It is a great 
comfort that your beloved ſpouſe died in the faith and 
fear of the dear Redeemer, and it will be the preateſt 
| | honour you ever can acquire, to inſtru your children 
| in thoſe principles which made the proſpect of death 
] agreeable, and even welcome to their mother : ſo that 
when the great God ſhall appear to judge the world, 
you may be able to ſtand before him and ſay, here I 
am, and the children which thou haſt given me. 
Thus, fir, I have ſaid all that I can think on the 8 
| ng” 
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ſent melancholy occaſion. But how comfortable are 
thoſe words of St. Paul, ©* Our light affliction, whicy 
ig but for a moment, ſhall work out for us a far more 


. exceeding and eternal weight of glory!“ 


The things that are ſeen are temporal, but the 
things which are not ſeen are eternal. There is no- 
thing permanent or laſting in this world, and the tall 
oak is as eaſily cut tony by the hand of Omnipotence, 
as the plant is plucked up. 1 feel myſelf growing 
weak, and muſt therefore conclude. — May that 
gracious God who has thought proper to afflit you, 
continue to ſupport you under this and every other tri- 
al, till you arrive at laſt in the kingdom, where the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary ate 
at reſt, is the ſincere prayer of 


Your moſt affectionate friend. 


LETTER CVI. 


From a Clergyman to a young Gentleman cob had formerly 
| been his Pupil, but now at the Univerſity, 


Dear Sir, 

W HILST you was under my care, I made it my 
principal ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of my 
ſtation, conſiſtent with the character of a miniſter of 
the goſpel; and now that you are removed to the foun- 
tain head of learning, I confider myſelf in ſome man- 
ner ſtill under the ſame obligation. In a letter I have 
lately received from your tutor, I hear with great plea- 
ſure that you make great progreſs in your ſtudies, — 
Altho' Providence has placed me at this diſtance,” yet 
I have a ftrong inclination to communicate my thoughts 
to you on a ſubject of the utmoſt importance; I 2 

the 
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the neceſſary obligation you are under of reducing 
knowledge to practice and that unleſs the one cor- 
reſponds with the other, learning, inſtead of a bleſſing, 
becomes a real curſe, To different men God has com- 
municated different advantages. From Pagans leſs is 
required than from Chriſtians, and as much leſs, as 
they know leſs of their maſter's will: ſome are obliged 
to grope by the light of the moon and ſtars, and others 
are bleſſed with the light of the ſun. It is much more 
defirable to walk by daylight than by moon light, 
All however have light enough, if they rightly im- 
prove it, to enable them to find the way to God's fa- 
your. If there is any one who has no knowledge giv- 
en him, he 1s not a moral agent, and nothing can be 
expected from him. But this cannot be ſuppoſed of 
any reaſonable creature. There is no perſon 10 igno- 
rant as not to have ſome knowledge, of moral good and 
evil ; and his acceptance and happineſs depend on his 
acting up to this knowledge, whatever it is, and not 
on his acting up to any more extenſive knowledge 
which others in more advantageous circumſtances have. 
The moſt knowing ought to be the moſt virtuous; 
but inſtead of this they are very often the moſt vicious, 
They employ their knowledge, not to mend their 
hearts, or reſtrain their paſſions, but to gain ap- 
plauſe, or to overreach and deceive, They make uſe 
of it for oſtentation or miſchief, and not for directing 
them in a courſe of upright and uſeful conduct. We 
can never conclude what a man's character is from the 
parts he poſſeſſes, or the opinions he holds, - Nothing 
is more common than for men to believe one thing, 
and to practice the contrary. The beſt ſentiments 
may have poſſeſſion of their heads, while the vileſt 
diſpoſitions govern their actionQs. We ſee continually 
that thoſe who - receive the righteſt principles, and 
make the. faireſt profeſſions, are very w::ked and 
worthleſs. In ſhort, it is one of the moſt undeniable 
truths, that we may have all the faith and knowledge 
in the world in our underſtandings, without one ſpark 
of genuine goodneſs in our hearts. — Ok 
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The reaſon of this common ſeparation between know- 
ledge and practice, is the influence of particular affec- 
tions and paſſions within us, leading us contrary ta 
our knowledge. Our judgments direct us one way, 
our paſſions draw us another. Reaſon diQates piety 
and righteouſneſs: Brutal paſſions and the allurements 
of the world incline us to irreligion and wickedneſs, 
The latter becomes predominant, and thus we are ſe- 
duced and corrupted; our knowledge becomes of no 
avail, and our lives are rendered a ſcene of inconſiſten- 
cy between our principles and our conduct. 'The know- 
ledge of out duty is given us on purpoſe that we may do it. 
Practice is all, and it ſignifies little what we know if 
this is wanting. No intellectual talents or accompliſh- 
ments are of any ſervice to thoſe who poſleſs them, un- 
leſs they render them better than other men, It is the 
ſubſerviency of wit and learning to virtue, that makes 
them indeed ornaments and bleſſings. Knowledge that 
is not attended with correſpondent practice, defeats its 
own intention. It becomes maimed, vain, and unprofita- 
ble. We may ſhine and make a great noiſe, but we 
are ſtill deſtitute of all real worth. One good diſpo- 
ſition in the ſoul, is infinitely preferable. to the fine 

rts, or the moſt brillaint wit. One virtue in the 

eart is more valuable than a million of truths floating 
in the head, or any, even the moſt excellent arts and 
ſciences with which the underſtanding can be ſtocked. 

We are too apt io be dazzled with the luſtre of great 
talents, and to ſet an undue value on wit and genius. 
But the endowments of the head deſerve no admiration 
compared with thoſe of the heart. Virtue is the one 
thing that is truly and invariably great and admirable, 
and to this chiefly all other qualities owe their excel- 
lence. There is indeed an excellence in knowledge, 
but it is founded principally on its connection with 
practice. There is a greatneſs in it; but, when ſepa- 
rate from a virtuous character, it 1s nothing but the 
greatneſs of a demon. It 1s important and valuable; 
but the importance of it conſiſts in its furmſhing us 
with greater means and powers of uſefulneſs, Some 
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degree of knowledge is abſolutely neceſſary to the prac- 
tice of virtue, and the more any one has of it, the 
more he 1s capable of the improvement and happineſs 
connected with virtue. For this reaſon, it may be 
conſidered as the foundation of all the dignity of a 
rational creature, and conſequently it muſt be our duty 
to acquire as much of it as we can. But ſtill we ſhould 
remember, that it is the uſe we make of it, or the ſu- 
perſtructure we raife upon it, that muſt render it an ad- 
vantage and a bleffing. It will render us more honour- 
able or more deformed, juſt as we apply it; and the 
Joweft degree of it, when attended with ſuitable prac- 
tice, will turn to infinitely more account than the high- 
eſt degree of it, when applied to vicious purpoſes. It is 
unſpeakably better to be the ſillieſt creature upon earth, 
and at the ſame time virtuouſly diſpoſed, than to be the 
fineſt wit, or the firſt ſcholar in the world, and at the 
ſame time proud, ill- natured, or envious. 

Knowledge, when ſeparated from right practice, is 
not only unprofitable, but even hurtful and pernicious. 
It only aggravates guilt, and makes us more- vile and 
deteſtable. Inſtead of contributing to our happineſs, 
it becomes a nuiſance and a curſe, and will fink us 
deeper into ruin. If a man of an appr ved underſtand- 
ing is mean, or falfe, or Sons te is ſo much the 
more baſe and hateful. Thoſe who are above vulgar 
errors and prejudices, ought alſo to be above vulgar 
paſſions and vices, and if they are not, they are more 
contemptible than mechanics or teggars, 

I have a few more thoughts to ſend you on the ſame 
ſubject, but maſt delay for a few days, In the mean 


time 1 am 
Your ſincere well-wiſher. - 


5 
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LETTER Cl. 
T he Clerg yman's ſecand Letter on the ſameimportant Subjeftes 


Dear Sir, | 
Concluded my laſt with a promiſe of ſending you a 
few more thoughts on the ſame important ſubject, as 
à part of that duty I owe to you and your family. 
There is always an inconſiſtency in moral evil when 
joined to fuperior knowledge, which increaſes its odi- 
ouſneſs and demerit. "The more a perſon knows, the 
more he muſt fee of the importance of righteouſneſs: 
and, therefore, the more inexcuſable if he deviates 
from it: ſuch a perſon muſt be more depraved, and he 
muſt expoſe himſelf to a more ſevere puniſhment, in 
roportion as he fins more againſt light and convictions 
es man wilt find that the want of reaſon is much 
better than reaſon abuſed; and to live and die the 
eſt 1deot, is more deſirable than to poſſeſs know - 
bs, without applying it to the practice of virtue. 
How great and honourahle are thoſe, who are as 


much dittinguiſhed by the excellence of their lives, and 


ſweetneſs of their tempers, as by the brightneſs of their 
parts, and the ſuperiority of their underſtanding. 
What an honour and dignity knowledge, when attend- 
ed with virtuous practices, beſtows on a character! As 
there is nothing more monſtrous than a bad heart, join- 
ed to a head adorned with knowledge, ſo there 1s no- 
thing more excellent than the contrary, A life regula- 
ted by piety and virtue, united to an underſtanding im- 
proved by ſcience; ſuperior talents of judgment and 
learning, directed by candour, benevolence and good- 
neſs; this includes all that is noble and reſpectable in a 

character. | 
Practice, united to knowledge, capacitates particu- 
larly for uſefulneſs in the world. There is no ſuch or- 
nament to religion, as the man who employs his know- 
ledge to do good, and lives agreeably to the light and 
dictates of a well-informed judgment; ſuch a pſi 
K 2 as 
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has the greateſt ſatisfaction within himſelf: he has, in 
his own mind, an inexhauſtible fund of joy and plea- 
ſure: he is free from thoſe reproaches of conſcience by 
which thoſe who know what is right without doing it 
muſt be tormented. A perſon whoſe actions are at va- 
riance with his judgment, muſt be the ſeat of conſtant 
tumult and vexation. The juſter ſentiments are, the 
more extenſive his knowledge, ſo much the more muſt 
he be the object of his own abhorrence. But a perſon 
who has an enlightened mind, and at the ſame time 
acts uprightly, and is conſcious of obeying the dictates 
of his reaſon, is the more happy in proportion as he 
fees more of the light of truth, and is better inſtructed 
in his duty. 

You ſee, fir, what ſtrong motives we have to endea- 
vour to accompany our knowledge with practice. I 
have already told you that knowledge without practice 
is much worſe than vain and inſignificant. It is a bane 
and a curſe: it renders thoſe who poſſeſs it more deſpi- 
cable and vile: it encreaſes guilt, and will enflame 
our future reckoning, and - fink us into the deepeſt 


miſery. Let theſe arguments, my dear fir, teach you 


to apply your learning above all things to practice; we 
ought indeed to endeavour to encreaſe our knowledge. 
"This properly improved is very deſirable and important; 
but 1 am ſhewing you a more excellent way. | 

Deſire knowledge, but deſire it in order to practice. 
Deſire knowledge, but turn your main zeal towards real 
goodneſs, It is*this alone can render you lovely and 
reſpectable. It is this alone that can ſave you from fu- 
ture condemnation, and bring you to ae happi- 
neſs. The practice of virtue is the proper buſineſs of 
life: it was for this we were ſtationed in the preſent 
world, and not ſo much for any of the purpoſes of ſpe- 
culation and literary improvement. The only ſcience 
worth purſuing with anxiety, is that which leads to the 
amendments ot the heart, and helps us to eſtabliſh our 
ſouls in purity and tranquility. 

If God gives us knowledge enough for this, we need 
not be very ſorry for our ignorance in other reſpects. It 
is, without doubt, extremely deſirable to b2 poſſeſſed 
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of knowledge; nor can any perſon of liberal ſentiments 
avoid ner, he was better ſatisfied than he is on ma- 
ny points of ſpeculation. A thirſt after knowledge is a 
noble and excellent principle ; and we cannot cheriſh it 
too much, if we take care to keep it in a proper ſuc- 
ordination to a thirſt after moral improvement. We 
ſhould, however, always remember, that in the preſent 
world we cannot hope to have this principle gratified. 
He that applies himſelf now to the practice of moral 
virtue, ſhall have all the knowledge he wiſhes for in 
another ſtate; but he that neglects this now, and 
whoſe knowledge leaves him a ſlave to brutal paſſions, 
is more wretched than can be imagined; he muſt fall 
a ſacrifice to divine juſtice, and his knowledge end in 
ſhame and ruin. 

It is but little we are capable of knowing in this life: 
we are at preſent neceſlarily in a ſtate of great igno- 
rance: we are obliged to content ourſelves in number- 
leſs inſtances, with conjectures inſtead of knowledge, 
and to fit down in doubt and darkneſs with reſpe& to 
ſubjects, which we,cannot help longing to be better 
acquainted with, Would you acquire real knowledge ? 
Would you have all your preſent doubts reſolved ? 
Would you become acquainted with the conſtitution of 
nature, the wiſdom, providence, and wonders of the 
creation? Would you exchange this ſtate of darkneſs - 
and 1gnorance, for the regions of light and glory? 
Then apply yourſelf to the practice of knowledge. 
Be virtuous now, and you may be happy hereafter, . 


I am, dear fir, your moſt ſincere friend. 


_= 


LETTER CLIX. 


The young Gentleman's Anſwer, 
F 


3 thouſand thanks to my worthy tutor, and ſe- 
cond parent, for his kind Inſtructions. You firſt 
taught me to form a prayer, and now you have inſtruct- 
ed me how to reduce my knowledge to practice. Your ' 
letter came to me at a very ſeaſonable juncture; I had 
K 3 been 
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been converſing with ſome of my fellow fludents con- 


cerning the utility of ſtudying hiſtory. One repreſent 


ed it as dull and inſipid; another as only ſuited for an 
idle perſon, who was ſo mean as to deſpiſe the Beau 
Monde. For my own part, I am very diffident in deci- 
ding dogmatically on an affair of any importance, ei- 
ther real or N But as I would not chuſe to ſpend 
my time in idleneſs, ſo neither would I negle&t an op- 
portunity of acquiring the knowledge of ſuch ſciences 
as can either enlarge the powers of the human mind, 
or become uſeful in common life. I know that we are 
liable to be ſwayed by a great number of prejudices, 
and being well convinced of the depravity of human 
nature, I am glad to ſeek for inſtruction wherever I 
can find it, but much more ſo from you. I ſhall there- 
fore trouble you with the following queries, viz. 

I. Is the ſtudy of hiſtory neceſſary, and if ſo, what 
are the benefits ariſing from it? 

II. Whether it is moſt proper to begin with the Sa- 
cred, the Greek, or Roman hiſtories, or thoſe ot our 
own country ? | 


III. Is biography a part of hiſtory, or what are its 
concomitants ? 
As your knowledge can only be exceeded by your 
humanity, I doubt not but you will favour me with 
your anſwers to the above, and I do aſſure you I ſhall 
abide by your directions. Let me alſo beg that you 
will be pleaſed to mention in your next, which are the 
moſt proper authors to be perufed in the above ſtudies. 
There is ſuch a variety of writers, that the utmoſt ex- 
tent of human life will not admit of time to peruſe 
them. In ſuch a wilderneſs, it is no wonder if I look 
for a guide. Your ip/e dixit ſhall, on all occaſions, be 
the rule of my conduct; and fo far as I obtain your ap- 
probation, I ſhall conſider myſelf in the way of duty. 


I am, fir, your's with gratitude, &c. 


LE T. 
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LET TER. ex. 
J he Clergyman's Anſwer, 
My dear Sir, 


Received your letter, and am glad that I am in ſome 
meaſure able to comply with your requeſt, havin 

ſpent many years in the ſtudy of hiſtory. To atten 
unto the events of Providence, to watch the ſtream of 
time, and obſerve its various revolutions, 1s an exerciſe 
as uſeful as it is pleaſing. If we neglect it we loſe the 
nobleſt employment of the human underſtanding, we 
{light the beſt friend of virtue, and deſpiſe the moſt 
faithful advocate for the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, 
Hiſtory preſents us with a view of the conduct of vur 
fellow creatures in every age and nation, By it we 
are led into the ſecrets of princes thouſands of years 
ago; we learn what were the cauſes that the once ta- 
mous Perſian empire became ſo eaſy a prey to a handful 
of Greeks under the command of that illuſtrious mur- 
derer Alexander; and why Julius Cæſar, a ſervant of 
the republic of Rome, ſhould be able to trample on the 
rights of his fellow citizens. But above all, by tracing 
effects up to their original cauſes, we ſee and are con- 


vinced of the wiſdom, equity, and beauty of the Di- 


vine Providence, and with the patriarch of old ſay, 
This hath God done.“ For example, when we con- 
ſider the effects of the Grecian conqueſts in Aſia diffu- 
ed amongſt thoſe people the knowledge of the Greek 
language, and the Roman conquelts on the other hand 
made the Latin as well known; at firſt fight this may 
appear a trifling obſervation; but in reality it was at- 
tended with very beneficial conſequences to mankind, 
At the time of Chriſt's appearance, the Roman empire 
extended over the greateſt part of the then known 
world: and abſtracting from a few dialects, the greateſt 
and moſt general body of the people ſpake only two 
languages. This, in a great mcaſure, facilitated the 
propagation of chriſtianity, and the glad tidings of the 
goſpel were heard through all lands. Hiſtory, li ke eve- 
ry other ſcience, becomes uſeful according to the man- 

| | | ner 


* 
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ner in which we read it. A chronological ſeries of 
facts may ſatisfy an idle curioſity, but the thinking 
perſon will deduce rational inference from every ma- 
terial occurrence. A bare narrative of facts is like the 
materials uſed in buildings, but it is only the ſkilful 
architect who can complete the edifice. — The mind 
may be ſtored with facts, while it is altogether unin- 
formed. Voltaire has juſtly obſerved, that it is of lit- 
tle concern to us when a tyrant was ſlain by his injured 
ſubjects, and a revolution happened, unleſs we learn 
at tne ſame time what were the cauſes from which thoſe 


effects flowed. . There are three ways in which hiſtory 


ought always to be read, viz. Firſt in a ſhort abſtract; 

fecond, in a more enlarged manner; and, laſtly, in a 
judicious abridgement to refreſh the memory. Hiſtory 

has hkewiſe three inſeparable companions, chronology, 

geography, and logic.—Chronology marks out to us 
the ftages of our journey; geography points out to us 
the bounds of that country through which we are tra- 
velling, and logic enables us to form a right judgment 
of men and their actions. Ihere is not any body of 
men, to whom hiſtory is not uſeful, Would you enter 

into the church, you would find it abſolutely neceſſary. 

For how ſhould they be able to underſtand the different 
herefies, or the cauſes which produced them, unleſs 
they are well acquainted with eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, both 

ancient and modern. 

The phyſician cannot underſtand the nature of that 
fcience which he profeſſes, unleſs he is converſant with 

hiſtory? and it is well known, that law is inſeparably 

connected with it. The ſenator can never diſcharge his 
duty as the repreſentative of the people, unleſs he knows 
the hiſtory, laws, and conftitution of the country where- 

in he lives. By it the ſoldier is fired with emulation, 

when he reflects on the character of Xenophon and Epa- 
minondas, and would wiſh, in ſome meaſure, to ſhare of 
their glory. Theſe are a few of the advantages ariſing 
from the ſtudy of hiſtory; and this, J hope, may ſerve 
as an anſwer to your firſt query. I ſhall conſider the 
other two in the next, and am | 


Your ſincere friend. 
LET. 
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From the ſame, 


IX, 


1 now to conſider your ſecond queſtion, namely, 
Whether we ſhould begin the ſtudy of hiſtory by 
reading the ſacred oracles, or the records of our own 
country? I anſwer, that it is one thing to read hiſtory; 
another to ſtudy it, It is well known that we are made 
acquainted with the contents of our Bible, before we 
are able to judge for ourſelves. It is one of the firſt 
books 2 into our hands, and indeed all that is authen- 
tic in ſacred hiſtory is to be met with in that book. I 
ſhall not heſitate one moment in declaring that you 
ought to begin the ſtudy of hiſtory with that of your 
own country, How fooliſh muſt that gentleman ap- 
pear, who having made the tour of Europe, and acqui- 
red perfect knowledge of the laws and conſtitutions of 
foreign nations, returns home ignorant of his own. It 
is like one who his maſter of all knowledge, but at the 
ſame time ignorant of himſelf. On a ſubject of ſo 
much importance, I intend to be as explicit as poſſible; 
and whilſt I am recommending the hiſtory of your own 
country, I ſhall lay down the ame plan which 1 follow- 
ed when engaged in that delightful ſtudy; and not on- 


ly that, but even hiſtory in general. Britain will 


make a very diſtinguiſhing figure in the annals of time, 
as long as human literature 1s cultivated in the world. 
There is not one action celebrated amongſt the Greeks 
and Romans that remains unequalled in Britain; and 
whilſt we admite the diſintereſtedneſs of Themiſtocles, 
the humanity of Epaminondas, the wiſdom of Numa 
Pompilius and the valour of Cæſar, we And them all 
equalled in Caractacus, Alfred, Talbot, and Marlbo- 
* beſides thouſands more. here 1s not an art 
or ſcience which was known to the antients that has not 
been carried to its higheſt perfection in England; and 


the laws, thoſe ſacred ſecurities of lives and properties, 


are a thouſand times ſuperior to any ſyſtem ever deviſed 
by the Greeks or Romans, 


The 
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The hiftory of Britain is naturally divided into the 
following parts. 1. Its ſtate at the arrival of Julius 
Czſar, and the different improvements made here 
whilſt we were ſubje& to the Romans. In this period 
we are to be ſolely directed by the claſſie authors, as the 
moſt antient Britiſh wrirer 1s Gildas, who lived at the 
time the Romans left this iſland. Here we cannot help 
reflecting on the havock made by time of antient monu- 
ments. Without doubt there were many valuable wrt- 
ters in Britain during that period, but they have been 
long irrecoverably loſt. 

2. Under the Saxons, until the arrival of William 
the Norman. This is a very important period, as the 
fundamental principles of our conſtitution were then 
firſt formed, which, to uſe the words of a noble au- 
thor, “ is the glory of this, and the envy of all other 

n nations.” We are happy in a variety of wrt» 
ters during this period; even the great Alfred himſelf 
was one; but they may all be ſummed up in the Saxon 
chronicle. 

3. From the Norman conqueſt till the firſt union of 
both kingdoms under James 1, Here we find the con- 
ſtitution underwent a variety of changes. I here was 
a continual ſtruggle betwixt tyranny on the one hand, 
and a predominant love of liberty on the other. Many 
of our princes endeavoured to trample on thoſe laws by 
which their conduct was bounded ; but their deſigus 
were happily fruſtrated, and they generally periſh in 
the attempt. In this period we find popery raiſed to 
its utmoſt height, and by a wonderful interpoſition of 
divine Providence the whole fabrick is thrown down, 
and chriſtianity reftored to its. primitive purity. The 
darkneſs which had ſo long overſpread the human 
mind, was gradually diſpelled by the invention of 
printing, and the arts and ſciences brought ty a perfec- 
fection unknown to the antients. | 

4. From the acceſſion of James TI. to the preſent 
time. The nearer we approach to the times wherein 
we live, hiſtory becomes ſo much the more important. 
la the ſtudy of antient hiſtory we often wander in the 


dark, 
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dark, without even moon-light to guide us; we are 
bewildered in uncertainty, and ſcarce know how to 
form rational conjectures; but as we approach nearer to 
our times, light breaks in upon us, and we ſee things 
in their genuine colours: ſuch is the preſent period L 
am now writing of. It is full of gieat events, and 
ought to be well attended to by every one who would 
deſire to make a proper uſe of hiſtory, yea by every 
freeborn ſubje& in Britain. In this period we find the 
ſame ſtruggle for liberty, in oppoſiticn to the deſigns 
of weak infatuated princes. One king is brought to 
the ſcaffold by his own ſubjes, and another is driven 
from the ſeat of ſovereignty, and forced to ſeek refuge 
in another nation. 

I bere is ſomething very remarkable in the care which 
Providence has always had of Britiſh liberty. The 
neighbouring nations around us were once as free as 
ourſelves, but they have gradually become flaves to 
deſpotic tyrants; whereas every attempt to overthrow 
the laws of England, has proved fatal to all concerned 
in it, and freedom has been even enlarged in conſe- 
quence of the plots laid for its deſtruction. I heſe are 
only a few < the outlines of 'this important period, 
To deſcend to particulars I muſt refer you to the hiſtory 
itſelf. The hiſtories of England have, of late years, 
been ſo multiplied, that the term of human life is not 
ſufficient to go over them. You will have occaſion to 
peruſe ſeveral; but, after all, as the occurrences are ſo 
various and different, it will be proper to have an epi- 
tome or abſtract of the whole in order to refer to, and 
refreſh your memory 1 The beſt I know 
for this purpoſe is Egerton's Hiſtory of England, in 
Verſe, In my next I ſhall finiſh the plan which | have 
laid down for your ſtudying the hiſtory of other nations 
and am, 

Your fincere friend, 


LE T- 
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L'ST T.-C; 


From the ſame, 

SIR, 
ITHOUT conſidering your queſtion concern- 
ing biography, I ſhall go on with the plan 
Propoſed ; 1 mean the hiſtory of other nations. After 
you have proceeded in the manner I have already 
pointed out, and acquired a tolerable knowledge of 
your own country, I would adviſe you to begin with 
the moſt ancient, I mean the Jews. This 1s a very 
important ſubject, as to them were the oracles of God 
committed. It 1s true, that the moſt authentic part of 
their hiſtory 1s to be found in the Old Teſtament ; but 

reat lights are thrown on the more obſcure paſſages b 
ö Having proceeded ſo far, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to peruſe the whole in one continued narrative, 
where the hiſtory is preſented to you in one continued 
ſeries of facts. And here 1 am happy in having it in 
my power to recommend to your peruſal the beſt book 
ever yet publiſhed on that ſubject, I mean Kimpton's 
Hiſtory of the Holy Bible. | 

In reading the hiſtory of Antient Greece you will be 
led into eee of that of the Perſians. Greek 
writers are models for all ſucceeding ages to copy after: 
they may be imitated, but cannot be excelled. 

The next in order of time is that of the Romans, 
which is full of as great events as ever happened on the 
theatre of this world. Here we ſee a band of lawleſs 
robbers, aſſembling together in a wood on the banks of 
the Tiber, and after raviſhing their neighbours daugh- 
ters, gradually extending their conqueſts over the ſtates 
around them. The great republic of Carthage is obli- 
ged to ſubmit to their yoke. They extend their con- 
2 to the eaſt as far as Arabia; to the ſouth into the 

eſarts of Libya, and northward into the middle of 

Britain. They were at laſt ſo filled with pride, as to 

boaſt that the ſun roſe and ſet in their dominions; But 

there is nothing permanent in this world, for as the 
poet ſays, 

« All human things are ſubjeR to decay.“ Xe; 

S 
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The ſame enormous empire which had been ſo long in 
forming, is ſwallowed up in its own greatneſs, and for 
ſome ages paſt nothing has been left of it but the name. 
The body became too unweildy for the head, and thoſe 
barbarians whom the Romans had never been able to 
ſubdue, poured in upon them, and ſeized their terri- 
tories, which they had long ruled with a rod of iron. 
But this did not happen till they had fulfilled the de- 
11gns of Providence, and 1 what the all- wiſe 
governor of the world had appointed. This is beauri- 
tully expreſſed by the prophet Daniel, when he repre- 
ſents the great king Nebuchadnezzar ſaying, He 
*« doeth according to his will in the armies of Heaven, 
and amongſt the inhabitants of the earth, and none 
* can ſtay his hand.” After you have peruſed the 
Roman claſſics, you will be greatly aſſiſted by reading 
Mr. Hook's, and Dr, Goldſmith's hiſtories of that ce- 
lebratedrepublic. ' 
The next part of hiſtory which claims your attention 
is the conſtitution, manners, and laws of thoſe nations 
who overthrew the Roman empire, and eſtabliſhed ſo- 
vereignty on its ruins. 

In order to form a right notion of America, it will 
be neceſſary to conſider the ſtate of navigation before 
Columbus lived. —In forming a right judgment of 
thoſe things, it will be neceſſary to 2 the beſt 
authors of voyages and travels, &c. For that reaſon 
you muſt have recourſe to a judicious Syſtem of Geo- 

raphy, where every thing neceſſary to be known is in- 

erted; the lateſt and beſt of which is Bankes's, and 
I heartily recommend it to your peruſal. There you 
will find the progreſs of navigation and commerce from 
the moſt early period down to the preſent time. 

Laſt of all, concerning biography. I anſwer, that 
it is a part of hiſtory, and likewiſe ought to be ſtudi- 
ed; but not till you have read the accounts of nations 
in general, General hiſtory preſents us with a view of 
the public conduct of great men. The one preſents us 
with a repreſentation of things in general, the other 
leads us into a minute detail of particulars, Thus, 


ſir, 
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fir, I have laid before you the ſame plan which I uſed 
wy ſelf when 1 firſt undertook the ſtudy of hiſtory. You 
will find this method a- beneficial as any yet pointed 
out by the moſt learned, in either ancient or modern 
times. I ſhall leave the whole to your confi eration, 
and doubt not but you will improve it to your own ad- 
vantage. 
I am, dear fir, your affectionate well wiſher, 


* teh. ** 
— — 0 o * 


LETTER CXIIL 


— — 


From a young Woman to @ Lady, with whom foe had 
formerly liued as a Companion, 


Madam, 

＋ precipitate manner in which I left your fami- 

| ly, may ſeem inconſiſtent with the great tender- 
neſs you always treated me with. To remove, there- 
fore, every imputation of ingratitude, J embrace this 
firſt opportunity of appearing in my own vindication, 
although for your ſake, I am ſorry to deſcend to parti- 
eulars, eſpecially to mention names. But my reputa- 
tion, which is dearer to me than life itſelf, is at ſtake, 
and as a woman, I doubt not but you will bear with 
me. 

When I firſt came into your ſervice, I was determin- 
ed to act in ſnch a manner as not to give any offence 
to the meaneſt of your domeſtics ; well knowing that 
1 and affability always procure reſpe& ; and 

appeal to every perſon of your family, whether my 
conduct was not conſiſtent with” my plan. In this 
manner I remained, enjoying an uninterrupted ſtate of 
felicity for ſome time. | obeyed your commands with 
alacrity ; and even ſervitude became a pleaſure. But 
this was too happy a ſtate to laſt long without interrup- 
tion, But I ſcarce know how to proceed. Whilft I 
am 2 my own conduct to my moſt generous 
benefactreſs, I am obliged to impeach that of her dear- 
eſt and moſt beloved relation. f 
| When 
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When your ſon Sir George returned from the univer- 
fity, where he had been finiſhing his ſtudies, I had no 
thoughts that he would ever have made an attempt on 
my virtue. But alas! I was wretchedly deceived. He 
had only been a few days at home, when he laid hold 
of every opportunity of being in my company. At 
firſt I did not take any notice, as I had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of his intentions. But I was ſoon convinced 
of my error, when he told me, that in conſequence of 
my proſtituting myſelf to his unlawful pleaſure, he 
would make me a handſome ſettlement. This, ma- 
dam, was a ſtrong temptation, but bleſſed be God 
who preſerved me innocent. You have often told me, 
that young women ought to flee from every appearance 
of fin; and if fo, how great was my neceſſity of avoid- 
ing the evil? Had I laid ſnares to intrap your ſon for 
a huſband, it might have deftroyed yuur own peace of 
mind, and been conſidered as a diſhonour to your fa- 
mily. Had I ſubmitted to his unlawful defires, I 
ſhould have forfeited every title to reſpect in the world, 
and highly offended that God who has graciouſly pre- 
ſerved me hitherto. He became more and more aſſidu- 
ous, till for his, for your's, and for my own ſake, 1 
was obliged to retire in as ſilent a manner as poffible. 
Jam now at the houſe of a diſtant relation in Mill- 
bank, who takes in plain-work, where I hope your 
ladyſhip will be pleaſed to ſend my cloaths. With re- 
ſpe to wages, you know I always left that to your 
own diſcretion, and your humanity exceeded my ut- 
moſt expectations. Therefore I again leave that mat. 
ter to yourſelf, Let me beg, thatif you mention this 
unhappy affair to the young gentleman, it may be with 
your uſual tenderneſs. I would willingly impute his 
tolly to the irregularities of youthful paſſion, rather 
than to any premeditated ſcheme, And I doubt not 
when reaſon reaſſumes her throne in his heart, he will 
be ſorry that ever he attempted to- ruin one who was 
ſcarce worthy of his notice. | 

Lam, madam, with gratitude and reſpect. 
Your affectionate well-wiſher. 


. L 2 LET. 
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LETTER: en. 
The Lady's Anſarer. 


Dear Betty, 

HILST I lament the conduct of my unhap- 
py child, I lift up my eyes with thanktulneſs 
to that gracions Being who has preſerved you from ru- 
in. You was left an orphan under my care; and when 
I firſt took you into my tamily, it was with a defign to 
promote your intereſt, Bleſſed be God, that the pre- 
cepts which I endeavoured to inſti] into your tender 
mind, has ſo far operated on your conduct. Your 
behaviour in that unhappy affair ought to be laid down 
as a pattern for all young women to copy after, if 
they would either be reſpected in this world, or enjoy 
happineſs in the next. I have been juſt reading your 
letter to my ſon, and he was filled with the utmoſt 
ſhame and confuſion, Ihe truth of your narrative 
forced his conſcience to make a genuine confeſſion of 
his guilt ; and unleſs I judge with the partiality of a 
mother, he is really a ſincere penitent, I laid open to 
him the nature of his crime, and its aggravating eir- 
cumſtances, ariſing from the obligations which his ele- 
vated rank ſubjected him to, to A an example of vir- 
tue to thoſe in a Jower ſphere of life. T told him, that 
however trifling ſuch actions might appear in the eyes 
of his graceleſs companions, yet there was a God who 
beheld his inmoſt thoughts, and would reward or pu- 
niſh him according to bis merits. He declares himſelf 
fully ſenſible of his folly, and ſays he is determined ne- 
ver to attempt any ſuch thing for the future. Ihe 
bearer will deliver your cloaths, together with a bank- 
bill of an hundred pounds. Be aſſured of my conſtant 
aſſiſtance ; and may that God who has preſerved you in 
ſuch imminent danger, be your continual comfort in 

time and eternity ! 

I am. your ſincere well-wiſher, 


LET. 
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LETTER EAV. 


From a Gentleman on his Travels abroad to his Friend in 


London, on arbitrary Power, and Popiſh Superſtition. 


Dear Sir, 
is now above two years ſince I left England; and 
if I have not been pleaſed, I had at leaſt many op- 
portunitres of acquiring knowledge. You know when 
we parted I told you my principal deſign was to enquire 
whether the ſubjects of thoſe countries through which I 
was to paſs were more happy in reſpect to their lives, 
and enjoyment of their property, than thoſe of Great- 
Britain? Or ſecond, whether .irtue was more conſpi- 
cuous in the conduct of thoſe people than in our own at 
home? With reſpe&t to the firit, I need not heſitate 
one moment in declaring, that the meaneſt ſubject in 
England, or any part of the Britiſh dominions, enjoys 
more real liberty than a Spaniſh grandee, or a peer of 
France. But what 1 have chiefly in view, is the caſe c? 
the middling and lower ranks of the people. 

You are well acquainted with the forms of proceſs in 
the Engliſh courts, both in criminal and civil cauſes. 
All matters of law are determined in open court by the 
judges, who are reſponſible for their condu-t to the 
people; and all facts are determined by the verdict of 
twelve men, ſtrangers to both parties, and hindered: 
from ſpeaking with any perſon during the trial, How 
different is the caſe here and in the other countries 
through which I have travelled ? When a perſon is in- 
jured in his property, he commences a ſuit at a great 
expence, and after a long train of pleadings on both 
fides, the determination both of law and fact is left to 
the judge, who may poſſibly be biaſſed in favour of 
one party, or, which is ſtill worſe, may be corrupted, 
But in criminal proſecutions the unhappy defendant 

* labours 
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labours under ſtill more deplorable circumſtances. 
When a man is apprehended on ſuſpicion of inurder, 
or any other capital offence, he is immediately ſhut up 
a cloſe priſoner, and the witneſſes againſt him are ex- 
amined, not viva wv:ce, but perhaps a mile diſtant, 
and their evidence written at large in a journal kept 
for the purpoſe. All this is done and even the judg- 
ment agreed on hy the court, whilſt the priſoner 1s 
confined in the dungeon. The witneſſes are ordered to 
attend on another day, when the priſoner is brought 
into court; the evidence is read to him, and thus, for 
the firit time, he knows who are his accuſers. He is 
then aſked if he is guilty of the facts ſworn againſt him: 
if he confeſſes, he receives judgment of death; but if 
he denies the whole, or any part, he is immediately 
put to the torture, where, perhaps, by the extremity 
of pain, he may be forced to conteſs crimes he never 
committed, and afterwards ſuffer death. Again, the 
property of individuals may be ſeized by an arbitrary 
tyrant, to reward the iniquity of a favourite, or grati— 
fy the ambition of a miſtreſs. Happy England, where 
the cottager is as ſecure in the enjoyment of the fruits 
Ir his honeſt induſtry, as the prince in poſſeſſion of 
nis revenues on the throne ! 

I come now to ſpeak of their religion, which tri- 
umphs with as much rigour over the mind and conſct- 
race, as the civil power over the body. Religion has 
been juſtly defined. A dedication of the whole man 
to the will of God.“ But popery, fo far from anſwer- 
ing the above deſcription, ſeems to be a flaviſh ſub- 
nſthon to the dictates of idle uſeleſs prieſts, who rule 
e conſciences of the vulgar, and bend them to what- 
wer purpoſe they pleaſe, And indeed there is no 
great wonder when we conſider that auricular confeſ- 
on puts them in poſſeſſion of every family ſecret in 
their pariſhes. I am already ſufficiently tired with the 
fight of their follies. Ihe accounts which you have 
cad of the inquiſition are far from being exaggerated, 
intend to return in an Engliſh veſſel bound for Mat- 
L les, and from thence haſten tv England. —] ſhall ex- 
beet a letter from you, to be left with my banker at 
Paris, and remain Your's affectionately, 
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DE ET ee 
His Friend's Anfaver, 


My dear Friend, 


att» account of the civil and religious tyranny 
under which the people groan in foreign nations, 
together with the progreſs of Deiſm, exhibits to our 
view a melancholy picture of human nature, Your 
deſcription reminds me of that beautiful paſſage in 
Addiſon's letters from Italy, where he ſays, 


They ſtarve in midſt of nature's bounty curſt, 
And in the loaded vineyard die for thirſt, 


'Theſe people once enjoyed the ſame 3 as 
ourſelves, and poſſibly that time may not be far diſtant 
when we may be as abject ſlaves as they. However 
diſagreeable ſome things may have been to you on 
your travels, yet I congratulate you on the happineſs 
of being abſent from England in theſe times of public 
diverſions. Never was our Saviour's words more 
plainly verified in this country than at preſent, when 
there is ſcarce one family, wherein the moſt violent 
diſſenſions have not happened. An author of no mean 
rank has aſſerted, that if ever Engliſh liberty is de- 
ſtroyed, it muſt ariſe from the people themſelves ; and, 
that if ever the people ſhould become jealous of the 
conduct of their repreſentatives in parliament, and thoſe . 
jealouſies are well founded, they will ſoon throw them- 
ſelves into the arms of arbitrary power. 


They'll fly from petty tyrants to the throne, 
Virtue 
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Virtue and unanimity have at all times preſerved li- 
berty; vice and diſcord have always procured its ruin. 
At preſent there is an univerſal diſcontent among nine- 
tenths of the people. Ihe majority of the people, not 
only complain of the conduct of the miniſtry, but have 
even gone ſo far as to impeach the conduct of the houſe 
of commons. Theſe complains are at preſent carried 
to an extraordinary height ; and where they will end 
God only knows. For my own part, I often reflect on 
it with ſorrow, as Iam afraid it muſt at laſt prove fa- 
tal to our excellent conſtitution, and involve us in thoſe 
miſeries to which the people of other nations are ſub- 
ject. | 
; If I go into a coffee houſe, the firſt thing I hear is a 
political diſpute concerning the conduct of the miniſ- 
try ; and when I happen to be invited to dine at the 
houſe of a friend, all ſocial converſe is deſtroyed, and 
the pleaſure ] uſed formerly to enjoy on ſuch occaſions 
is loſt in violent altercations amongſt the neareſt rela- 
tions. I am far from condemning all ranks of people. 
'There are many worthy perſons, who can view the 
conduct of each party with impartiality, and ſee the 
faults on both ſides. They can fee, that the miniſtry 
have not enough conſidered themſelves the ſervants of 
the people, and on many occaſions abuſed the confi- 
dence of their Sovereign. On the other hand, they 
think that the people have carried their jealouſies to 
an unreaſonable height, and inſiſted on the Prince ex- 
erting a branch of the regal authority, which in the 
end might prove fatal to themſcliez. Such is the ſtate 
of affairs at preſent in this once happy country ; I ſhall 
therefore, being tired with the ſubject, imitate your 
example, and put an end to this letter. Hoping to 
ſee you ſoon, I am your's ſincerely, 


LET- 
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LETTER CxVIL. 


From à yiung Gentleman, ſettled in one of the Inn: of 
Court, to a Clergyman in the Country, 


Reverend Sir, 


I Promiſed to write to you as ſoon as I was ſettled in 
this place. I have now procured a good ſet of 
chambers, and am determined to proſecute my ſtudies 
with the greateſt aſſidui ty. The pious care you always 
took in my education, whilſt I remained in your family, 
will, I hope, never be forgotten, but continue to ope- 
rate on the whole of my conduct in life. I am ſenſible 
that my ſituation in London ſubjects me to a great va- 
riety of temptations, and therefore ſtand as much in 
need of your advice as ever. I am obliged by the rules 
of the ſociety to dine in common with the other ſtu- 
dents during the term; and am ſorry to ſay, that the 
greateſt part of them are not only ignorant of the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion, but alſo greatly corrupted 
in their morals. The city itſelf, as well as the ſub- 
urbs, preſents us daily with ſuch tricks and impoſi- 
tions on the unwary, that few would believe the ac- 
counts of them unleſs they were really eye-witneſles, 
If I walk through ſome ſtreets in the evening, I am 
every minute accoſted by the moſt abandoned proſtitutes, 
If I go into other parts, I am well off if I eſcape with 
my handkerchief or pocket book. Nay, ſo hackneyed 
are thoſe unhappy wretches in the paths of iniquity, 
that they even commit thoſe crimes in the face of open 
day, and in the moſt public thoroughfares ; and ſo 
dextrous are they in the myſtery of their profeſſion, 
that the moſt cautious can ſcarce eſcape their ſnares. 
If I take a walk into the Park, I am ot able to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt peers, ſharpers, and French barbers; 
and if I ſpend an evening in the play-houſe, I am obli- 
ged to leave my watch at my chambers, leſt I _—_ 
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be under the neceſſity of purchaſing another in the 
morning. You have often told me, that it is the du- 
ty of every man to remain contented with his ſituation 
and circumſtances in that ſtation wherein Providence 
has placed him ; and that the temptations with which 
we are ſurrounded, ought to be conſidered as ſo many 
motives to duty and watchfulneſs. That the more 
vigilant we are in watching againſt temptations to vice, 
the greater will be our reward hereafter. For my own 
part, my preſent reſolution is to apply myſelf with the 
greateſt diligence to my ſtudies, and aſſociate m ſelf 
with as few ſtrangers as poſſible. But as I am well con- 
vinced of the frailty of human nature, and the vanity 
of our moſt virtuous reſolution, I muſt {till beg to hear 
from you as often as is convenient. Your inſtructions 
were always as pleaſing as uſeful when I was preſent 
with you, and will be much more ſo now that I am re- 
moved ſo far diſtant. I ſhall not trouble you with any 
more at this time, but ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your's, in Jove, gratitude, and ſincerity, 


LETTER CXVIIL 


The Anfaer. 


Dear Sir, 


HAT tutor is certainly unworthy of being in- 
truited with the care of youth, who is not equal- 

ly concerned for the purity of their morals, as he is for 
the proficiency they make in their ſtudies. When I 
conſider your letter, filled with ſo many juſt remarks 
on the great depravity of human nature, i rejoice that 
my care of your morals has not been yet rendered uſe- 


leſs, When ] read your account of the many impoſi- 


tions practiſed on the ſimple and unwary in London, 
together with the many temptations virtue is daily ſur- 
rounded with, I am ſorry it is not in my power to 
point out the different methods uſed by theſe miſcreants 


to 
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to debauch innocence, and propagate vice. I have often 
told you that I never was in London, and conſequent. 
1y a ſtranger to all you have mentioned. All I can ſay 
is, that it muſt be your continual care to keep in mind 
thoſe divine precepts of our holy religion, where God 
has declared, that he will puniſh or reward, in propor- 
tion to the degree of knowledge whereof we are poſ- 
ſeſſed. It is an awful conſideration to read thoſe words 
of our Lord, To thoſe to whom much is given, 
from them much will be required.” 

But, fir, you are now entered cn the ſtudy of a pro- 
feflion, which, though honourable and ofeful, yet the 

nerality of people have conſidered as a real myſtery of 
iniquity, and that as ſoon as a gentleman enters on the 
profeſſion of the law, he ſhakes off all regard to moral 
obligations, and is equally anxious of w_ employed 
as an agent, whether the cauſe be good or bad. This 
may be ſometimes (and perhaps too often) true; but 
then it ought to be conſidered, that it is not the pro- 
feſſion itſelf, but only the abuſe of it that occaſions ſuch 
complaints. There is not one profeſſion in the world 
exempted from it; and ever ſince there was a Judas in 
Chriſt's family, there have been hypocrites in his 
church.—The law has had both its Hale and Jefferies. * 
I am convinced, that you may be as honeſt a man, and 
as pious a Chriſtian, at the bas or on the bench, as if 
you were in the pulpit, | 

It was remarkable of the great earl of Clarendon, 
that when he preſided in the Court of Chancery, his 
decrees were 10 equitable, that no appeal was ever 
made from his decifions ; and the following anecdote 
may, in ſome meaſure, elucidate the reaſons for his 
integrity in ſuch iniquitous times. 

Whilſt he was ſolicitor-general in the reign of 
Charles I. he went, duirng the long vacation, to viſit 
his aged father in the country, and being walking to- 
gether one day in the garden, the old gentleman ad- 
dreſſed his ſon in the following manner. Son, you are 
now advanced to the higheſt eminence at the bar, and 
may one time or other preſide on the bench ; 1 

| | een 
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been often told, that gentlemen of your profeſſion are 
as ready to engage in a bad as in a good cauſe; but be 
aſſured that if ever, in order to aggrandize yourſelf, 
you ſhould become an advocate for deſpotiſm, at the 
expence of the liberty of your country, you may, like 
Sampſon of old, lay hold of the pillars, and demoliſh 
the fabric ; but you wall periſh under the 'ruins. No 
ſoon had he uttered theſe words, than he dropped 
down in a fit of apoplexy, and expired immediately. 
This is ſaid to have had ſuch an effect on the ſon, that 
he was determined ever after to act conſiſtently with 
the dictates of his conſcience. Biſhop Burnet tells us, 
that when his father was at the bar, he conſtantly ob- 
ſerved the following rules: 

Firſt, Never to undertake a cauſe that he knew to 
be bad. 

- Secondly, Never to deny to plead for thoſe who were 
unable to pay him. And, 
Thirdly, Never to aſk any fee from a clergyman 
when he ſued in the right of his benefice. 

The great Sir Matthew Hale tells us, that his proſ- 
perity in ſecular affairs during the week, ſucceeded in 
proportion to his attention to religious duties on the 
Sunday. His lordſhip was as great an ornament to 
Chriſtianity as he was an honour to the law. Such ex- 
amples as I have mentioned, cannot fail, I think, to ſtir 
you up to emulation, and one day or other you may be 
advanced to the higheſt ſeats in the courts of judicatute. 
Let me beg to hear from you as often as is conſiſtent 
with your other avocations ; and in the mean time con- 
tinue to perſevere in the ſame couſe of virtue you have 
begun. Virtue is its own reward, and you will at laſt 
be convinced, ** that her ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are peace.“ 

Jam, dear fir, Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


L E F. 
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LETTER .CXIX 


From a young Merchant to an aged Gentleman, formerly of 
the ſame Prof: ion, but now retired from Buſineſs, 


Hononred Sir, | 
dS generolity in ſending me inſtructions _— 


my InP, will ever remain a laſting proo 
of that innate goodneſs for which you have been long 


juſtly celebrated, and likewiſe encourages me to trou- 


ble you for advice how to conduct myſelf, ſo as to ſup- 

rt my credit in the world, now I am entered upon 
be Your long and extenſive knowledge of mer- 
cantile affairs, gwes a ſanction to every thing you ſay. 
and your goodneſs of heart encourages the unexperi- 
enced to addreſs themſelves to you with chearfulneſs, 
I have been now about two years in buſineſs, and al- 
though my ſucceſs has been equal to my expectations, 
yet there are ſuch a variety of failures daily in this 
city, that I am every day thinking my own name may 
be that week in the Gazette. I ſhould not be much 
ſurprized, were all to become bankrupts who are of 
abandoned characters, as I do not ſee how any leſs can 
be expected. You know, fir, that aſſiduity and regu- 
larity are qualigcations indiſpenſably neceſſary to the 
merchant ; ſo that it muſt appear morally impoſſible 
for the man to proſper in trade, whoſe time is ſpent in 
diflipation and idleneſs, if not (which too often hap- 
pens) in debauchery, When I hear of ſuch failing in 
their payments, I am no ways ſurprized ; but when 

reat numbers of thoſe apparently in affluent circum- 
— and the faireſt characters, daily fail, I am 
juſtly alarmed, and my fears continue to increaſe in 
proportion to their numbers. 

I would not chuſe to judge raſhly, much leſs uncha- 
ritably of any man; although I muſt confets I am very 
much ſhocked when I hear that a commiſſion of bank- 
ruptcy is awarded againft one ſuppoſed worth thou- 

M ſands, 


2222 ⁵:— 
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ſands, and not ſufficient left to pay five ſhillings in the 
pound. I am filled with horror on account of my own 
ſituation, and led to believe, that there is a latent curſe 
attending merchantile affairs, which the greateſt pru- 
dence can neither ſee nor prevent. I am F-nſible, that 
the perſon to whom I am writing knows the above to 
be true. Your long acquaintance with the fluctuat- 
ing ſtate of merchandize procures reſpect, and gives a 
ſanction to every thing you ſay : But, as far as I am 
able to learn, thoſe 2 in the mercantile world 
are mote frequent now than when you was engaged in 
trade, I am not ambitious of acquiring riches, my 
whole defire 1s, to obtain a peaceable — of the 
eomforts of life, to do juſtice to every one with whom 
I have any dealings, and to live and die an honeſt man. 
Such, fir, is the plan I have laid down for my future 
conduct in life: ber alas! it will require the afliſtance 
of all my friends to enable me to execute it with a be- 
coming propriety. Let me therefore beg your advice 
en an affair of ſo much importance, and whatever you 
dictate ſhall be the invariable rule of my conduct, 
whilſt the thanks of a grateful heart ſhall be continu- 
ally returned for ſo benevolent an action. 

f I am, fir, Ge. 


L E T. 


| oC, 


LETTERS ox FRIENDSHIP, c. 135 


LETTER Cx 


The Anſwer, 
SIR, 

FF I can form any judgment of the integrity of your 

actions, and the purity of your intentions from the 
contents of the letter now before me, I ſhould not heſi- 
tate one moment in declaring, that it is almoſt impoſſi- 
ble your name will ever appear in the Gazette under 
the diſagreeable. circumſtances you have mentioned : 
for how is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, than the man who keeps 
a regular account of his proceedings, his loſs and gain, 
ſhould not know whether his circumſtances are affluent 
or diſtreſſed? And whatever you may think of thoſe 
merchants who have often failed, although reputed af- 
fluent, yet if you had attended to their examination be- 
fore the commiſſioners, I believe you would have great 
reaſon to alter your opinion, I ſpeak concerning 
bankruptcies in general ; for there are ſome unforeſeen 


accidents, which even the greateſt prudence cannot pre- 


vent, But theſe are extraordinary caſes, and ſeldom 
happen, If you examine minutely into the nature of 
thoſe cauſes which generally occaſion bankruptcies, you 
will find them arifing from ſomething with which you 
are ſtill unacquainted. I ſhall endeavour to point out a 
few, and ſubmit to your own judgment whether I am 
miſtaken or not. And the firſt is generally a careleſs 


attention to buſineſs, the not keeping regular accounts, 


and a more earneſt deſire after public entertainments, 
than aſſiduity to buſineſs on the Change. Mercantile 
affairs require a clear and ſolid judgment, and it is mo- 
rally impoſſible for that man to proſper in trade, whoſe 
mind is continually engaged in the purſuit of thin 


foreign to, and wholly unconnected with that ſtation in 


which Providence has placed him. It is a contradiction 
in terms. Aſſiduity always procures reſpect, and ge- 
rally inſures ſucceſs. Another cauſe of the man 

failures in the mercantile world, is the vanity of thoſe 


nin trade, living above their circumſtances. This vice is 


at preſent ſo predominant among the citizens, and its 
M 2 conſe- 
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conſequences ſo fatal, that one would almoſt imagine 
the people were Jabouring under ſome penal infatua- 
tion. Formerly the citizens of London were diſtinguiſh- 
ed in a peculiar manner for this gravity ; the Change 
and the Cuſtom-houſe were the on y places they fle- 
quented when they went from home. But now the 
tace of affairs is changed, and thoſe places where their 
predeceſſors acquired fortunes, are conſidered as too 
low and vulgar for them to be ſeen at. Nay, ſo far 
have they carried their extravagance, that all diſtinctions 
are in a manner confounded, and the wife of a tradeſ- 
man is hardly known from the lady of a peer. Diſſipa- 
tion, extravagance, and even debauchery, have taken 
place of activity, prudence, and frugality ; that inſtead 
of acquiring independent for.unes, and retiring from 
buſineſs with credit and honour 1n their adva years, 
we firſt ſee their names in the Garette, and the remain 
der of their lives is either ſpent in a priſon, or they are 
left to ſtruggle through the world without credit un- 
der the odious appellation of a bankrupt. The laft 
cauſe I would mention is naturally the effect of others; 
mean, a deſperate attempt to repair a broken fortune 
by engaging too deeply at gaming in the Alley. This 
practice has been attended with ſuch pernicious conſe. 
uences, that the children unborn will become real ſuf- 
fv through the madneſs of their infatuated parents. 
When thoſe who have waſted their ſubſtance in riotous 
living, are awakened by a feeling ſenſe of their ap- 
proaching ſhame and miſery, they generally muſter up 
all they can procure, and at one ſtroke venture it all in 
the Alley; where, if one 1s ſucceſsful, moſt commonly 
twenty are ruined, What J have now told you is the 
reſult of long experience, and I doubt not but y ou will 
find too glaring proofs of it. It now remains, that I 
ſhould in compliance with your requeſt, point out ſome 
rules to be obſerved, in order to carry on buſineſs, both 
with credit, honour, and profit. But I know of no 
method more proper than to act diametrically oppoſite 

to the conduct of thoſe already mentioned. 

Learn to be wite by others harm, 
And you ſhall do full well. 

Never 


ver 
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Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be 
performed to day. 

Never truſt that to either a friend or a ſervant which 
can be done by yourſelf. 

Keep an account of every day's expence, and once at 
leaſt every week compare your debt with your credit. 

Be not over anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is 
ſolid, but flow ; and experience * long ſince con- 
vinced me, that thoſe who are over-haſty in acquiring 
riches, moſt commonly fail in their attempts, and ſoon 
find themſelves real beggars. But, above all, remem- 
ber, that“ in vain do we riſe ſoon, or fit up late, un- 
leſs our labours are crowned with divine bleſſings. ”” I 
leave theſe things to your conſideration, and am 

With great ſincerity, 
Your well-wiſher, 


LETTER CXXI. 


From a Gentleman of decayed Circumſtances in the Coun« 
try, to another lately returned from the Eaſi Indies, re- 
commending his Son to his Protcaion, 


STIR, 
I Was greatly pleaſed to hear of your arrival, but 
much more ſo, that you had acquired an ample for- 
tune. You knew me, when my circumſtances were not 
only eaſy, but likewiſe affluent ; and you alſo know 
that, at that time, I was glad of every opportunity of 
aſſiſting my friends. But alas! I am now in a quite 
different ſituation. By the loſs of a ſhip from Jamaica, 
I was obliged to ſtop payment, and give up all to my 
creditors, who have generouſly allowed me a ſmall an- 
nuity for my ſubſiſtence. When that fatal event took 
place, I retired into the country, with my wife and 
children, and my time has ſince been ſpent in ſuper- 
iptending their education. The bearer, my eldeſt ſon, 
is juſt twenty, and is very deſirous of going to the 
Eaſt-Indies; but my circumſtances are ſuch, that it is 
not in my power to give him any aſſiſtance, nor in- 
2 M deed 
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deed do I know in what manner to proceed in an affair 
of ſo much importance. The friendſhip which ſub- 
fiſted betwixt us before you left England, gives me 
ſome encouragement to hope, that your elevation to 
affluence and grandeur will not make any alteration in 
your ſentiments concerning benevolence, notwithſtand- 
ing the depreſſed fituaton to which J am reduced. I 
rather think that my preſent diſtreſſed circumſtances 
will plead more powerfully in favour of the youth, 
than if he was ſupported even by the recommendation 
of the whole body of directors. I have given him an 
education perhaps beyond my circumftances, and ſuit- 
able, I hope, to any ſituation in the mercantile world. 
His morals,. ſo far as I know, are pure, and I doubt 
not his conduct will give ſatisfaction; if therefore you 
will be pleaſed, either to take him under your own di- 
rection, or inſtruct me in what manner to proceed, in 
order to promote his intereſt, you will thereby confer 
a laſting obligation on an indulgent, though afflicted 
parent, and it ſhall be acknowledged with gratitude to 
the lateſt period of my exiſtence. 
I am, fir, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


* 


LETTER CXAIL 
The Anſwer. 

Dear Sir, 
HEN I read your affecting letter, I ſearce knew 
whether J was more grieved to hear of your 
diſtreſſed circumſtances, or filled with ſhame that 1 had 
been three months in England, and never enquired for 
one who had not only treated me with humanity, but 
even aſſiſted me in making my firſt voyage to the Indies. 
Your houſe was an aſylum to me when I was utterly 
deſtitute, and I ſhould conſider myſelf as an object of 
the utmoſt abhorrence, if I hefitated one moment in 
complying with your requeſt, relating to the amiable 
youth who brought me the letter. But in what light 
| „ muſt 
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muſt I conſider myſelf, were my gratitude to the beſt 
of men confined to ſuch a favour as wquld coſt me no- 
thing, or what I would grant even to a ftranger! No 
fir, I am ſenſible of benefits received, and ſhould con- 
ſider myſelf as a mean abje& wretch, if I did nor ac- 
knowledge them with gratitude. I have juſt been with 
your ſon to the directors, and he is engaged as a writer 
at Bengal. If the climate agrees with his conſtitution, 
there is no great fear but he will ſoon acquire a conſi- 
derable fortune. For which purpoſe I have depoſited, 
in the hands of the ſupercargo, tive hundred pounds for 
his uſe, which you know is more than I had when I 
firſt embarked for that part of the world. But itill 1 
fhould confider myſelf as acting very partially, if whilit 
I am making proviſion for the fon, i ſhould forget his 


aged parents. The ſhips for India don't fail till next 


March, ſo that your ſon will have at leaſt three months 
to remain with you before he embarks. He ſets off 
with the coach to-morrow, and I have intruſted him 
with ſomething for your immediate uſe. I intend call- 
ing to ſpend a few days with you next month, and be 
aſfared that nothing in my power ſhall be wanting to 
make your life as agreeable as poffible. I have not fo 
far forgot the principles of a virtuous education, as to 
look with indifference on the various diſpenſations of 
Providence. How true is that faying of the wiſe man, 
„The race is not to the ſwift, nor the batle to the 
ſtrong!“ As human wiſdom. cannot diſcern the pro- 
greſs to earthly grandeur, ſo man's prudence is not 
always able to guard againſt calamitous events. I am 
therefore determined not to place any confidence in 
riches, but only conſider myſelt as the ſteward of that 
all-bountiful God from whom I have received them. 
This is my fixed reſolution, and I hope no allurement 
whatever ſhall tempt me to deviate from it. 


I am, dear fir, 
Your ſincere friend, 


LET- 
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LETTER CxXXIII. 


From a Clerg yman in the Country, to a Lady in Landon, 
on the Death of a valuable Friend. 


Madam, 2 
EAT H, that king of terror, having pierced with 
his fatal ſhaft the * of the generous Pollio, I 
went to pay my laſt duties to my deceaſed friend ; but 
who can deſcribe that torrent of ſorrow which over- 
whelmed my breaft, on my arrival at the houſe of 
mourning ! He had juſt compleated an ample and com- 
m6dious ſeat, but was not permitted to ſpend one joy- 
ful hour under its roof. His gardens were planted with 
the choiceſt fruits, and decorated in the moſt graceful 
manner ; but their maſter is gone down to the valley of 
the ſhadow of death. Since death 1s the portion of eve- 
ry individual, we ſhould engrave the thought in the 
moſt legible charecters, on the tablets of our memories. 
We ſee our-reighbours fall, we turn pale at the ſhock, 
and feel a trembling dread. No ſooner are they remov- 
ed from our ſight, but driven in the whirl of buſineſs, 
or lulled in the languors of plea'ure, we forget Provi- 
dence, and neglect its errand. The impreſſion made 
on our unſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow 
throught the penetrated air, or the path of the keel in 
furrowed waves. Did we reflect ſeriouſly on the num- 
berleſs diſaſters, ſuch as no human prudence can fore- 
ſee, nor the greateſt care prevent, that lie in wait to 
accompliſh our doom, we would be obliged to look 
upon ourſelves as tenants at will, and liable to be diſ- 
ſſeſſed of our earthly tabernacle at a moment's warn- 
ing. The laſt enemy has not only unnumbered ave- 
nues for his approach, but even holds his fortreſs in the 
ſeat of our life. The crimſon fluid which diſtributes 
health, is impregnated with the ſeeds of death, Some 
unforeſeen impediment may obſtruct its paſſage, or 
ſome unknown violence may divert its courſe ; in either 
of which caſes it acts the part of a poiſonous draught or 
a deadly wound. The partition which ſeparates time 


from . is nothing more than the breath of our 


noſtrils, and the tranſition may be made in the leaſt 
particle of time, If 
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If we examine the records of mortality, we ſhall find 
the memorials of a mixed multitude reſting together, 
without any regard to rank or ſeniority. None are 
ambitious of the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats in the 
manſions of the dead. None entertain fond and eager 
expeRations of being honourably greeted in their dark- 
ſome cells. The man of years A. experience, reputed 
as an oracle in his generation, is content to lie down 
at the feet of the babe. In this common receptacle, 
the maſter is equally accommodated with his ſervant. 
The poor indigent lies as ſoftly as the moſt opulent 
1 All the diſtinction that ſubſiſts, is a graſſy 

illock bound with oſiers, or a ſepulchral ſtone orna- 
mented with imagery. 

Why then ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about 
ſuperiority and precedence, when the next remove will 
reduce us all to a ſtate of equal meanneſs? Why ſhould 
we exalt ourfelres and debaſe others, fince we muſt all 
one day lie upon a common level? We muſt all be 
blended together in the ſame common duſt. Here per- 
ſons of contrary intereſts, and different ſentiments, 
fleep together. Death having laid his hands on the 
contending parties, and brought all their differences 
to an amicable concluſion. | 
Eternity! how are our boldeſt, our e thoughts, 
loſt and overwhelmed in thee! Who can ſet land marks 
to limit thy dimenſions, or find plummets to fathom 
thy depths? What numbers can ſtate, what lines can 
guage the lengths and breadths of eternity! Myſterious, 
mighty exiſtence ! When ages numerous as tne bloom 
of ſpring, increaſed by the herbage of the ſummer, 
both augmented by the leaves of autumn, and all mul- 
tiplied by the drops of rain, which drown the winter 
—ten thouſand more—than can be repreſented by any 
ſimilitude, or imagined by any conception, are all re- 
volved in eternity,—vaſt, boundleſs eternity ! After all 
thoſe numerous ages are epired, eternity is only be- 
ginning to begin. 
| I am, madam, | 

Your ſincere, though afflicted friend, 


L E I- 
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LETTER CXXIV. 
From a Gentleman to his Friend, on Happineſs. 


Dear Sir, | 

TT ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeek all his con- 
ſolations in futurity. The time peeſent is very ſel, 

dom able to fill defire or imagination with immediate 


enjoyment, and we are therefore forced to ſuply the 


deficiencies by recollection or anticipation. 

Every one ſo often experiences the fallaciouſneſs of 
hope, and the inconveniences of teaching himſelf to 
expect what a thouſand accidents may preclude, that, 
when time has abated the confidence Sk which youth 
ruſhes out to take poſſeſſion of the world, we naturally 
endeavour or wiſh, at leaſt, to find entertainment in 
the review of life, and to repoſe upon real facts, and 
certain experience, | 

But ſo full is the world of calamity, that every ſource 
of pleaſure is polluted, and tranquillity diſturbed, 
When time has 3 us with events ſullcient to em- 
ploy our thoughts, it has mingled them with ſo many 
diſaſters and afflictions, that we ſhrink from the remem- 
brance of them, dread their intruſion on our minds, 
and fly from them to company and diverſion. 


No man that has paſt the middle point of life, can 


fit down to feaſt upon the pleaſures of youth, without 
finding the banquet imbittered by the cup of ſorrow. 
Many days of harmleſs frolic, and many nights of ho- 
neſt feſtivity will recur ; he may revive the memory of 
many lucky accidents, or pleaſing extravagancies ; or, 
if he has engaged in ſcenes of action, and been ac- 
ainted with affairs of difficulty aud viciſſitudes of 
ortune, may enjoy the nobler pleaſure of looking back 
upon diſtreſs firmly ſupported, upon danger reſolutely 
encountered, and upon oppreſſion artfully defeated. 
Eneas very properly comforts his companions, when, 
after the horrors of a ſtorm, they have landed on an 
unknown and deſolate country, with the hope that 
their miſeries will, at ſome diſtant period, be recount- 
ed with delight, There are, perhaps, few higher 
£ gratifications 
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gratifications than that of reflection on evils ſurmount- 
ed, when they were not incurred by our own fault, 
and neither reproach us with cowardice or guilt. 

But this kind of felicity is always abated by the re- 
flection, that they with whom we ſhould be moſt plea- 
ſed to ſhare it, are now in the grave. A few years 
make ſuch havock amongſt the human race, that we 
ſoon ſee ourſelves deprived of thoſe with whom we en- 
tered the world. The man of enterprize, when he has 
recounted his adventures, 1s forced, at the cloſe of the 
narration, to pay a ſigh to the memory of thoſe. who 
contributed to his ſuccceſs; and he that has ſpent his 
life among the gayer part of mankind, has quickly his 
remembrance ſtored with the remarks and repartees of 
wits, whoſe ſprightlineſs and merriment are now loft in 
perpetual ſilence. The trader, whoſe induſtry has 
upplied the want of inheritance, when he fits down to 
enjoy his fortune, repines in ſolitary plenty, and la- 
ments the abſence of thoſe companions with whom he 
had planned out amuſements for his latter years ; and 
the ſcholar, whoſe merit, after a long ſeries of efforts, 
raiſes him from obſcurity, looks round in vain from his 
exalted ſtate, for his old friends, to be witneſſes of his 
long-ſought for affluence, and to partake of his bounty, 

Such is the imperfection of of all human happineſs ; 
and every period of life is obliged to borrow its enjoy- 
ments from the time to come. In youth we have no- 
thing paſt to entertain us; and in age wederive nothing 
from the retroſpect but fruitleſs ſorrow. The loſs of 
our friends and companions impreſſes hourly upon us 
the neceſſity of our own departure. We find that all 
our ſchemes are quickly at an end, and that we muſt 
lie down in the grave with the forgotten multitude of 
former ages, and yield our places to others, who like 
us, ſhall be driven awhile by hope or fear about the 
ſurface of the earth, and then, like us, be loſt in the 
ſhade of death. 

Beyond this termination of our corpareal exiſtence, 
we are therefore obliged to extend our hopes, and eve 
man indulges his imagination with ſomething which is 
notto happen till he has loſt the power of 3 it. 

ome 
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Some amuſe themſelves with entails and ſettlements, 
provide for the encreaſe and perpetuation of families 
and honours, and contrive to obviate the diſſipation of 
Fortunes, which it has been the whole buſineſs of their 
lives to accumulate. Others, more refined and exalted, 
congratulate their own hearts upon the future extent of 
their reputation, the laſting fame of their performances, 
the reverence of diſtant nations, and the gratitude of 
unprejudiced poſterity. 

It is not, therefore, from this world, that any ray of 
comfort can proceed to cheer the gloom of the laſt hour, 
But futurity has ſtill its proſpects; there is yet happi- 
neſs in reſerve ſufficient to ſupport us under every af- 
fiction. Hope is the chief bieſſing of man, and that 
hope only is rational, which we are certain cannot de- 
ceive. 6 I am, fir, &c. 


ee 
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LETTER CXXV. 


From his Friend, in Anfaver, concerning the immortality 
| of the Soal. 


My dear Friend, | 


6 picture you have drawn of human nature is 
| too true to be denied, and what you have ſaid of 
the impoſſibility of enjoying real happineſs in this life, 
has led me to conſider that pleaſing ſubject, the immor- 
tality of the ſoul. 

The ſoul has been treated of by many philoſophers; 
ſeveral have pretended to define it, ſome to deſcribe its 
ſubſtance, and, in a word, many bave attempted to ſay 
what it really is in itſelf, For my part, I fairly renounce 
every attempt to explain either its nature or connection 
with the body: I am content with my confidence, that 
I have a reaſonable faculty within myſelf, of which, 
together with my viſible body, I am compoſed and con- 
ſtituted. It muſt be allowed, that through all the 
parts of nature there appears a moſt benevolent inten- 
tion in the providence of God for man's preſervation 
and comfort. The earth and waters adminiſtering to 
his food and raiment, animals of various kinds are 

| | preſerved, 
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preſerved for him in due ſeaſon, as we every day expe- 
rience, But theſe pleaſures are but of a ſubordinate 
degree; he enjoys ſomething of a far more ſublime na- 
ture, his power of contemplating on the goodneſs of 
his Maker in the creation of all theſe things, whichrenders 
him deſirous of ſomething above and beyond them all. 
Can it therefore be ſuggeſted, that beings capable of 
the moſt refined contemplations on the works of the 
creation; beings capable of being moved and affected 
even to an inexpreſſible degree of pleaſure, by the com- 
bined harmonies of ſound ; beings capable of increaſing 
and advancing their knowledge and ſpeculation in all 
things, even to their laſt moments; beings capable of 
conceiving notions which no part of their mortal frame 
can poſſibly convey to their uaderſtanding, and in which 
no inftumental influence can have any ſhare; beings 
that are never ſatisfied in ſearching after truth through 
all the winding labyrinths and hidden receſſes of nature; 
I ſay, can it be imagined, that ſuch things ſhould be 
deprived of all exiſtence, in the midſt of theſe growing 
ſpeculations, which can have no origin but what is truly 
vine? Its fulneſs muſt be in an hereafter. Our very 
imagination reaches to eternity, in ſpite of all that can 
be {aid by the moſt obſtinate atheiſt, or our own doubts 
can deviſe, Hope is a conſtant inſtinct which inſpires 
men with a defire of finding ſome better ſtate, and is a 
ſure preſage of futurity; nor could any man on earth 
be poſſeſſed of it, if that ſtate were not certain, no more 
than he ſhould ſhrink at committing a wicked act, if 
there were no power within himſelf that is to live here- 
after. Another ſtrong proof of the immortality of the 
ſoul flows from the infallible goodneſs and juſtice of the 
Divine Being; for if it were not immortal, and ever 
conſcious of good and evil done in this life, that good- 
neſs and juſtice would be liable to be called in queſtion. 
'Tnis notion has often confounded ſome of the greateſt 
philoſophers, and is at the ſame time one of the greateſt 
conſiderations to prove a future ſtate, when entered 
upon with deliberation. Can we helitate to be ieve 
the immortality of the ſoul, when we ſee how the moſt 
abandoned miſcreants live and proſper in affluence of 
ſortune, carrying it with 1 high hand age inſt their 


neighbours, 
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neighbours, diſtreſſing all in their power, enjoying and 
rioting on the ſubſtance of widows and orphans, and, at 
Jaſt, going to the grave unpuniſhed; whilſt the innocent 
and virtuous ſuffer a ſeries of afflictions and miſeries, by 
the means of 'theſe powerful tyrants, all their lives, 
and, atlength, he down in the duſt wronged and unre- 
Areſſed in this life? If then there be not an hereafter 
for the ſoul, 'and if it be not conſcious of paſt good and 
evil, where is the juſtice, where is the goodneſs, where 
is the mercy, where is the benevolence in giving bein 

to mankind, for no other end but to ſuffer pains an 

wiſery at the hands of another? And what but parti- 
ality, which is injuſtice in itſelf, would have ordered 
ſufferings like theſe for ſome, and a power of tyran- 
nizing to others, for the ſhort date of the life of man 
Here, were there no puniſhment for the unjuſt and baſe, 
mo happineſs for the virtuous and injured hereafter ? 


This is a conſideration dreadful in its very eſſence, if 


Juſtice was no where to enſue. But who can behold the 
auties of all the parts of the creation ? Who can ſee 
himſelf and know he exiſts, and at the ſame time ob- 
ſerve not only the careful proviſion made for him, but 
alſo the numberleſs methods of propagating and preſerv- 
ing them for his uſe, without knowing, at the ſame 
time, that they were created for him as well as the ty- 
rant who deprives him of them; and the avaricious, 
ho abuſes the good things of this life by denying them 
not only to others, but even to himſelf, I ſay who can 
de-ſenſible of theſe things, who obſerve this divine im- 
partiality, and doubt of future rewards for the virtuous, 
and future puniſhments for the wicked? For millions 
of evil deeds are unpuniſhed, and as many wrongs done 
without reſtitution in this life; and, therefore, though 
a wicked man may eſcape puniſhment in this life, it is 
4mpoſlible he ſhould even hun the juſtice of that divine 
law, which . out, that ſocial virtues 
and benevolence ſhould: be the reciprocal commerce be- 
tween man and man, during his ſhort ſtay here, and 
that under the ſevereſt reſtrictions and penalties. Where 
then muſt the uncertain juſtice of the Di 
place? If not on this ſide the grave, it muſt * 
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be after the ſoul is ſeparated from the body. Such my 
gear friend, are my thoughts on that moiſt important 
ſubject, and I leave them with you as a teſtimony 
of my unfeigned affection. I am, fir, 
Your's in the greateſt affection, 


LETTER CXXVI. 
From a Gentleman, io his Friend, concerning Prejudice. 
SIX, 
F. lately in company with ſeveral gentleman, and 

as the converſation turned upon a variety of ſubjects, 
1 was much ſurprized to find every one prejudiced to 
his own favourite opinion, without being able to aſſign 
a reaſon why they could ſo haſtily take upon themſelves 
to: dogmatize with ſo. much aſſurance. 

Among the various errors, into which human nature 
is liable to fall, there are ſome which people of a true 
underſtanding are perfectly ſenſible of in themſelves, 
yet either wanting a ſtrength of reſolution to break 
through what, by long cuſtom, has become habitual, 
ar being of too indolent a temper to endeavour an alter- 
ation, ſtall perſiſt to act in contradiRion to the dictates 
of even their own reaſon and judgement. What we call 
prejudice, or prepoſſeſſion, is certainly that which ſtands 
foremoſt. in the rank of ſervility. It is the great ring- 
leader of almoſt all the miſtakes we are guilty of, whe- 
ther in the ſentiments of our hearts, or the conduct of 


our actions. As milk is the firſt nouriſhment of the 


body, fo prejudice is the firſt thing given to the mind 
to feed upon. No ſooner does the thinking faculty be- 

in to ſhew itſelf than prejudice mingles with -it, and 
Foil its operations; whatever we are either taught, 
or happen of ourſelyes to like or diftike, we, for the 
moſt part, continue to applaud or condemn to our lite's 


end. So difficult it is to eradicate, in age, thoſe ſen- 


tuments imbibed in our youth. 
It is this fatal propenſity which binds, as it were, our 


reaſon in chains, and will not ſuffer it to look abroad, 


or exert any of its powers: hence are our conceptions 
bounded ;—our notions meanly narrow our ideas, for 
— the 
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the moſt part unjuſt; and our judgment ſhamefully led 
aſtray. Ihe brighteſt rays of truth in vain ſhine upon 
our minds, when prejudice has ſhut our eyes againſt 
them, We are even rendered by it wholly incapable of 
examining any thing, and take all upon truſt that it 
preſents us: "This not only makes us liable to be guilty 
of injuſtice, ill nature, and ill manners to others, but 
alſo inſenſible of what is owing to outſelves; we run 
with all our might from a real and ſubſtantial good, and 
court an empty name, a mere nothing We miſtake 
infamy for renown, and ruin for advantage: in ſhort, 
where a ſtrong prejudice prevails, all is ſure to go amiſs. 

What I would be underſtood to mean, by the word 
Prejudice, is not that likeing, or diſliking, which na- 
turally ariſes on the ſight 7 any new object preſented 
to us. As, for example, we may happen to fall into 
the company of two. perſons equally deſerving, and 
equally — to us, and with neither of whom we 
tither have, or expect to have, the leaſt concern: yet 
ſnall we have, in ſpite of us, and without being able 
to give any reaſon for it, greater good wiſhes for the 
one than the other. But this is occaſioned by that ſym- 
pathy which nature has implanted in all created beings, 

This, therefore, is what we call fancy, and very much 
different from prejudice, which, indeed enters chiefly 
through the ears. When our notions of perſons or 
things, which we of ourſelves know nothing of, are 
guided, and our approbation, or diſapprobation of them 
excited merely by what we are told, and which after- 
wards we refuſe to be convinced is falſe, then it is that 
we may be ſaid to be governed by that ſettled prepoſ- 
ſeſſion ſo dangerous to the world, and to our characters, 
intereſt and happineſs; for the other is light, volatile, 
and of little conſequence. | 

To avoid being led away by ſuch a dangerous error, 
we ſhould take nothing upon truſt, but all upon trial. 
Whether in the ſtudy of the arts, or in our enquiries 
concerning religion, politics, or any thing elſe, we ſhould 
ſit down with a determined reſolution to hear impartial- 
ly both ſides, and to be directed by that which our rea- 
fe moſt approves. Had not ſome great perſons diveſted 
themſelves of prejudices, we had never been favoured 
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with all thoſe valuable improvements in experimental 
philoſophy, made in late years in different parts of Eu- 
rope. After all, it is no eaſy matter to diveſt ourſelves 
of acquired prejudices ; and it is a melancholy reflection, 
that part of our years are ſpent in acquiring ſuch fatal 
notions, that there is ſcarce time left to eradicate them: 

So from the time we firſt begin to know, 
We live and learn, yet not the wiſer grow; 

But he who truth from falſhood would diſcern, 

Muſt firſt di ſrobe the mind, and all unlearn; 

To diſpoſſeſs the child the mortal lives, 

And death approaches ere the man arrives; 

Thus truth hes hid, and e're we can emplore 

The glittering gem, our fleeting life is o'er. 

PRIOR,. 

JL am, fir, your ſincere friend. 


— 


LETTER CXXVIL 
The four folluwing Letters are on ſubjects of the utmoſt Im- 


portances 


From a Gentleman lately entered upon Houſe-keeping, to 4 
Friend. 
F we reflect on the nature of the human ſpecies, we 
ſhall be convinced that all mankind were originally 
deſigned by the great Creator for ſocial creatures. For 
can we imagine that man, above all other animals, is 
born the moſt indigent, helpleſs, and abjet? Our mu- 
tual dependance on each other is, therefore, one of the 
firſt things we ſhould know, and be convinced of; and, 
conſequently, we ought to aid and relieve one another, 
and promote the happineſs of every individual, as far as 
is conſiſtent. with truth, and the dictates of right reaſon. 
Can we ſuppoſe, that the Supreme Being beſtowed upon 
us the wonderful faculty of eng and communi- 
cating to others our ideas by ſounds, for no purpoſe? Is 
it reaſonable to think that man ought to live in ſolitude 
and expect happineſs only from himſelf? In other parts 
of the creation, the wiſdom of Proyidence has done no- 
thing in vain. The uſe of words was not given us to 
converſe with brutes, for they neither underſtand nor 
| N 3 return. 
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return them. It is therefore evident, they were deſign- 
ed for the mutual intercourſe of the human ſpecies. - 
- ſides, the ſame paſſions are common to all men; love 
and hatred, hope and fear, pleaſure and pain, are the 
ſame in every individual, who acts conformable to his 
nature. This likeneſs in our defires muſt neceſſarily _ 
attract us, and create in us ſuch an efteem for each 
other, that nothing but unnatural diſpofitions, or the 
22 corruption, can diſſolve. Let us ſuppoſe a man 
niſhed into the remoteſt wilderneſs, without the com- 
merce, the company, or the friendſhip of his fellow- 
beings: how diſmal muſt his condition be! He may, 
perhaps, find means to continue his exiſtence by taking 
ſuch animals at the deſert affords, and by gathering 
ſuch fruits and vegetables as the earth ſpontaneouſly 
yields; but his life muſt be a continual ſcene of horror 
and deſpair; no friend to converſe with; no mortal to 
defend him from the ravenous jaws of the ſavage inha- 
bitants of the foreſt; no phyſician to adminiſter the ſa- 
lutary productions of nature, when pain and ſickneſs 
make their approach. In ſhort, he would be ſo far 
from arriving at happineſs, that he would ſcarce defire 
to ſupport his exiſtence, and even court the king of 
terrors to terminate at once, his ſorrows with his life. 
Since choice, as well as neceflity and conveniency, 
ſhould induce all men to unite and form ſocieties, it is 
the indiſpenſible duty of every individual to become a 
uſeful member, and contribute all in his power to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the whole In order to this, be- 
fore we embark in any action, we fhould reflect on the 
conſequences which muſt naturally ftow from it by ima- 
gining it to have been already done by another; and 
we ſhall immediately be able to judge of the modes of 
pleaſure or pain it will give to others, from the manner 
of its affecting ourſelves. To a reaſonable being, no- 
thing brings pains but vice, or pleaſure but virtue. This 
precaution muſt tend to promote benevolence, friend- 
ſhip, and honeſty among mankind; whereas the not ob- 
ferving it, ſubjects us to the tyranny of our paſſions, to 
gratify which, men frequently become faithleſs, cruel, 
diſhoneſt, and traitorous. We are convinced, that _ 
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muſt live in ſocieties, and, in order to live happy, it is 
evident they muſt be virtuous, ſince nothing elſe in our 
power can mutually ſecure us; human beings are ſo 
circumſtanced, that they ſhould love, aſſiſt, and protect 
each other. The great end of our being-is happineſs; 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the omnipotent Author of 
nature intended any being ſhould inevitably be miſera- 
ble. Human happineſs 1s always proportional to the 
perception we have of ideas or things: that is, the 
ſame object may give a higher degree of happineſs to 
one perſon than to another; but no degree of human 
| bappineſs can ſubſiſt without ſociety : men, therefore, 
enter into ſocieties for the mutual happineſs of each 
other; and that every individual ſhould enjoy the ad- 
vantages reſulting from ſuch an union, by regulating 
all human actions by ſome ſtandard or law. In child- 
hood the laws of action naturally flow from the modes 
of pleaſure and pain, which ſenſible objects impreſs on 
their tender organs. "Thoſe of men fundamentally 
ariſe from the tormer, but with this difference, that 
the reaſoning faculty, now grown ſtrong by experience, 
determines theſe things to be good or evil, in the ſame 
manner, in which we before affirmed this, or that, to 
be pleaſure or pain. Hence it is evident, that the 
ſpring of action is the ſame, both in the mind and in 
the body; for that which is evil to the mind, is by the 
ſame rule, painful to the body; and that which is 
truly pleaſing to the body, is alſo good to the mind. 
It is therefore evident, that the ideas of good and evil 
are naturally evident to the mind, by the aſſiſtance of 
reaſon. Ihe very laws of property may be examined 
by theſe firſt principles of pleaſure and pain. While 
we are infants, we are ſubje to the law of our ſenſes; 
when we are men, to that of our reaſon. And, there- 
fore, unleſs we abandon reaſon, the characteriſtic of our 
nature, we muſt regulate our actions by her precepts, 
Though a man has a freedom of will, he is not, on 
that account, lawleſs, and at liberty to commit what 
outrages or violence his vicious appetites ſuggeſt, The 
will, as well as the appetite, are the ſervants of rea- 
ſon, and ſhould be governed by her, as ſhe is by her 
own laws; we may, therefore, rationally conclude, 
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that men ſhould hve in perpetual obedience to ſome 
law : and, as the law of reaſon is the moſt ſuitable to 
human nature, it is conſequently the moſt eligible. 
The immutable will of the ſupreme Being is a kind of 
law which he has impoſed upon himſelt; thoſe immenſe 
orbs, which regularly move thro' the ſyſtem of the 
univerſe, have motion and gravitation, attraction and 
repulſion, aſſigned for their laws: and man has reaſon. 
And it is reaſonable ro think, that the ſame ceconomy 
runs through all the beings in nature. 

From what has been ſaid, it evidently appears, that 
ſocieties are not only the ſource of happineſs, but alſo 
abſolutely neceflary ; and that they cannot ſubfiſt with- 
out ſome law. Nor ſhould man, notwithſtanding the 
loud demands of his paſſions, think himſelf enſlaved 
for living under the dominion of reaſon, ſince the great 
Creator himſelf regulates his conduct by a law, which, 
from the unchangeableneſs of his nature, has ſubſiſted 
from, and will continue to, all eternity. Why then 
ſhould not we ſtrictly conform ourſelves to the principles 
of reaſon? If pleaſure be deſirable, as moſt ſurely it is, 
we can only hope to obtain it by following her dictates. 
Thoſe pleaſures we enjoy, contrary to her precepts, al- 
ways leave a fting behind them, infinitely ſuperior to 
the joys we find in their poſſeſſion. We ſhould, there- 
fore, always let reaſon direct our actions, and remem- 
ber the golden rule of doing to others what we our- 
ſelves, in their circumſtances, ſhould defire from ano- 
ther. Ihis is alone ſufficient to conduct a man inno- 
cently and ſafely through the journey of life, till death 
draws the veil, which ſeparates this from the world of 
ſpirits, Jam, fir, your's affectionately. 


LETTER CXXVIII. 


From the ſame, on Pride. 


Dear Sir, | | | 1 
1 great inequality that we often perceive in the 
productions of the mind of the ſame man, is not in 
the leaſt to be wondered at; for, as man's body is com 
poſed of the elements, ſo it varies with the weather, and 
changes oftener than the moon: ſo the ſoul, though in 


itſelf 
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itſelf immutable, yet it is connected with, and compel- 
led to act in and through thoſe corporeal organs, which 
are always changing, muſt of neceſſity, have its powers 
of acting more or leſs impeded; muſt riſe and fall like 
the mercury in the glaſs, according to their degree of 
clearneſs. Hence the mind is one | Ho pure as ether” 
al air, thenext, ſoul as the thickeſt fog. 

For pride, that buſy ſin, | 

Spoils all that we perform. WATTS, 

Since the powers of the mind do thus depend upon 
the organs of the body, which vary like the wind, 
where is the certainty of human wit? Where the boaſler 
of human reaſon? This fickleneſs of the mortal frame, 
this inſtability of human wiſdom, ſhould teach us hu- 
mility, and abaſe our pride. There is ſurely no paſſion 
whatſoever ſo univerſal in the human ſpecies as pride, 
yet none ſo unreaſonable; it is, indeed, the very foun- 
dation of folly, and he that has the greateſt ſhare of it, 
muſt of conſequence have the leaſt reaſon. 

If we look through the whole race of man, we ſhall 
ſee them all complaining of ſome want or other; but 
where ſhall we find one who has ſenſe enough to com- 
plain of the want of reaſon? We all complain of the. 
want of ſomething which we do not really need? yet the 
only thing which we do truly want, we all think we 
have not only enough of, but to ſpare; for who is there 
that is not ſatisfied with his own ſhare of ſenſe, or does 
not ihink himſelf able to direct others? Our pride of 
reaſon is indeed ſo great, that we are more ambitious 
of being eſteemed wiſe and good; yet what can more 
plainly prove our folly? for who was ever at once both 
wicked and wiſe? wiſdom and wickedneſs can be no 
more united than truth and falſnood; where one enters, 
the other muſt retire, | 

Of all human excellencies, reaſon is undoubtedly th 
1 but there are ſome whom nature has indeed 

avoured with ſuperior powers, who are too apt to look 
down with a ſort of contempt on their fellow creatures 
of inferior parts; yet, if they would but impartially 
look into and conſider themſelves, they would ſurely 
confeſs that they can have nothing in nature to boaſt of 
as really their own: they that have moſt wiſdom, will 
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ever be moſt humble; they will acknowledge, that, 
whatſoever qualifications they may be bleſſed with, the 
honour of them is only due to their creator: if my 
watch goes well, fhall it boaſt itfelf; or is the maker to 
be praiſed ? How much more the Creator, who not on- 
thy put this human machinery together, but made all 
the materials alſo! He that arrogates to himſelf honour 
on account of any excellence whatſoever, is a thief, 
and robs his Creator. The royal pſalmiſt, when he 
bleſſed and praiſed the Lord for his people's _— fo 
willingly towards erecting the tne! 1 moſt truly ſays. 
But who am I, and what is my people, that we ſhould 
be able to offer ſo willingly after this ſort? For things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” 
— There is indeed nothing that mankind are ſo prone 
to be proud of, as their reaſon: we look upon that as 
our own intrinſic jewel, not hable to be loſt, like 
wealth or fortune's other external favours, but fixed ta 
ourſelves, and permanent as our exiſtence; yet how 
often do we ſee this boafted excellence totally periſh by 
the moſt trivial means! A tile falling ſhall diſorder 
ſome lender veſſel of the brain, when, like a flame 
_ extinguiſhed, it vaniſhes, never to be rekindled. How 
often, like the ſhrivelled branches of a tree, whoſe 
veſſe, being obftrufted wither for want of their nu- 
tritive ſap, is this vaunted jewel loſt by a paralytic blow? 
Nay, indeed, how often has the vain pride of reaſon, 
and the ſelf-aſſumed honour of it, degraded human na- 
ture to a brute, and procured the jun puniſhment of 
Nebuchadnezzar! Pride is the parent of evil, and of 
all the paſſions is the moſt odious to our Creator and 
moſt hurtful to ourſelves; it makes us rob him of his 
due praiſe, and ourſelves of all content: for a proud 
man will ever meet with ſome poor Mordecai, Pride 
makes men look at their own merits through a magni- 
Fying optic, at others through a contracting glaſs ; and 
though it blinds us to our own follies, yet it makes us 
pry out the frailties of others with eagle's eyes; and 
according to the word of perfect wiſdom, it makes us 
© ſee the mote in another's eye, but not the beam in 
our own.'—Pride and reaſon ean never accord; they 
are in nature oppoſites, and as contrary as love and ha- 
tred, and as incompatible as light and darkneſs, - 
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There is, however, a juſt, neceſſary, and well- 
founded ambition, which we ſhould ever carefully 
diſtinguiſh from pride. 

To delight in, and take every opportunity of exert- 
ing all the powers we are poſſeſſed of towards honour- 
ing our Creator, and ſerving our fellow creatures, is 
not only reaſonable, but the higheſt and nobleſt uſe to 
which human reaſon can be applied; it is indeed the 
very end for which it was given. Whenever we ſee a 
man exerting his power to theſe purpoſes, nothing can 
be more unjuſt to him, or more detrimental to ſociety, 
than to attribute them to his pride. We are too apt 
to judge of others by ourſelves; when we ſee another 
poſſeſs ſuch qualifications as would, make us proud, we, 
without further evidence, conclude him to be ſo : ſu 
rior excellence always attracts envious eyes, and x 
virtue will not envy conſtrue into vice? That ambition 
Tan never be juſtly blamed, that produces, or endea- 
vours to produce, public good; hut ſome are ſo envi- 
ous, that they cannot ſee any ſhining talent in another 
without ſnarling at it, hke dogs barking at the moon. 

Jo curb our pride, and check our unjuſt cenſures, we 
mould all look into, and ſtudy that living and moſt in- 
ſtructive book, our own hearts; for nothing will ſoeffec= 
tually ſuppreſs our pride, or correct our cenſures, as to 
know ourſelves. He that moſt clearly perceives his 
own im perfections, will be the laſt toſeek out and con- 
demn thoſe of others; he will be, like thoſe who 
brought the woman taken in adultery, ſelf-convicted, 
and teal away in filence. Man's only true way to 
wiſdom is to know himſelf. He that would be eſteem- 
ed truly wiſe, muſt firſt find out, and amend his own 
faults : for, what regard will be paid to the lips of him, 
who contradicts them by his life? Who will mind the 
praiſes of freedom from the mouth of one who chuſes to 

himſelf a flave? Or, who will be directed in his 

way by one that cannot ſee his own? It is certain, that 
beſides the various external impulſions of the elements, 
which man can no ways avoid, he has within himſeif 
Jo many falſe friends, ſo many flattering courtiers cal- 
led os, who paint in his mind ſuch pleaſing delu- 
Gve images, and draw ſuch an artful ſhade over 2 
reaſon 


155 LETTERS ox FRIENDSHIP, &c. 


raeſon, that render it very difficult for him to ſee him- 
ſelf in an impartial light; yet, however difficult it 
is, it may be done; this miſt of the mind may be clear- 
ed up; theſe falſe friends may be unmaſked, and theſe 
mental flatterefs detected and condemned, by reſolute- 
ly exerting our reaſon, and trying them at her unbiaſſed 
bar. The beſt of mankind will, by a thorough and 
impartial inſpection into themſelves, by carefully view- 
ing the mirror of their minds, find failings ſufficient to 
abate their pride. 

Self. knowledge is, of all attainments whatſoever, the 
moſt uſeful to ourſelves, and moſt beneficial to others: 
is not only teaches us to think humbly of ourſelves, and 
to amend our faults, but, like heaven, to pity and for- 
give the frailties of others; it teathes us, whatſoever 
degree of reaſon we may be bleſſed with, not to be 
puffed up with pride, but to conſider it as a talent in- 
truſted to us, of which we muſt render a juſt account : 
not to aſſume the leaſt honour of it to ourſelves, but 
to act as becomes reaſonable creatures, and to give all 
the glory to him from whom we received the power. 

| | I am, fir, your fincere friend. 


X LETTER MM. | 
From the ſame, on the Utility of fludying the Sciences. 
15 My dear Friend, , 
"4 AT wonder is the effect of ignorance, has often 
been obſerved. The awful ſtilneſs of attention, 
with which the mind 1s overſpread of the firſt view of an 
unexpected effect, or an uncommon performance, ceaſes 
when we have leiſure to diſentangle complications, and 
inveſtigate cauſes. Wonder is a pauſe of reaſon, a ſud- 
den ceſſation of the mental progreſs, which laſts only 
while the underſtanding is fixed upon ſome ſingle idea; 
and js at an end when it recvoers force enough to divide 
the object into its parts, or mark the intermediate gra- 
dations from the firſt motive to the laſt conſequence. 

It may be remarked with equal truth, that ignorance 
is often the effect of wonder. It is common for thoſe who 
have never accuſtomed themſelves to the labour of en- 
quiry, nor invigorated their confidence by any ſs 
| ; | © 
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of difficulty, to ſleep in the gloomy quieſcence of aſtoniſh- 
ment, without any effort ro animate langour, or diſpel 
obſcurity. What they cannot immediately conceive, 
they conſider as too high to be reached, or too extenſive 
to be comprehended; they therefore content themſelves 
with the gaze of ignorance, and forbearing to attempt 
what they hare no hopes of 1 reſign he 
pleaſure of rational contemplation, to find more perti- 
nacious ſtudy, or more active faculties, 
The productions of mechanic arts, many are of a 
form ſo different from that of their firſt materials, and 
many conſiſt of parts ſo numerous and ſo nicely adapted 
to each other, that it is not poſſible to conſider them 
without amazement. But when we enter the ſhops of 
artificers, obſerve the various tools by which every ope- 
ration is facilitated, and trace the progreſs of a manu- 
f.ture through the different hands that, in ſucceflioa 
to each other, contribute to its perfection, we ſoon diſ- 
cover that every ſingle man has an eaſy taſk, and that the 
extremes, however remote, of natural rudeneſs and arti- 
ficial elegance, are joined by a regular concatenation of 
effects, of which every one is introduced by that which 
precedes it, and equally introduces that which follows, 
The ſame is the ſtate of intellectual and manual per- 
formances. Along calculation, or#complex diagram, 
affrights the timorous and unexperienced from a ſecond 
view; but, if we have ſkill ſufficient to analyſe them into 
ſimple principles, it will generally be diſcovered that 
our fear was groundleſs. Divide and conquer, is a 
principle equally juſt in ſcience, as in policy. Com- 
plication 1s a ſpecies of confederacy, which, while it 
continues united, bids defiance to the moſt active and 
vigorous intellect; but of which every member is ſepa- 
rately weak, and which may therefore be quickly ſub- 
dued, if it can once be broken. . | 
The chief art of learning, as Locke has obſerved, is 
to attempt but little at a time. The fartheſt excurſions 
of the mind are made by ſhort flights frequently re- 
peated: the moſt lofty fabrics of ſcience are founded by 
the continued accumalation of ſingle propoſitions, 
It often happens, whatever be the cauſe, that this im- 
patience of labour, or dread 17 miſcarriage, ſeizes thoſe 


who 
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who are moſt diſtinguiſhed for quickneſs of apprehenſion 
and that they who might with great reaſon promiſe them- 
ſelves victory, are leaſt willing to hazard the encounter. 
This diffidence, where the attention is not laid — 
lazineſs, or diſſipated by pleaſures, can rife only from 
confuſed and general views, ſuch as negligence ſnatches 
in haſte, or from the diſappointment of the firſt hopes 
formed by arrogance without reflection. To expect that 
the intricacies of ſcience will be pierced by a careleſs 
glance, or the eminences of fame aſcended at war la- 
our, is to expect a lar privilege, a power denied to 
the reſt of n but hs — that the maze is 
in ſerutable to diligence, or the heights inaceſſible to 
perſeverance, is to ſubmit tamely to the tyranny of 
fancy, and enchain the mind in voluntary ſhackles, 

It 1s the proper ambition of the heroes 1n literature, 
to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge, by diſcovering 
and conquering new regions of the intellectual world. 
To the ſucceſs of ſuch undertakings, perhaps, ſome de- 
gree of fortutious happineſs is neceſſary, which no man 
can promiſe or procure to himſelf ; and, therefore, doubt 
and irreſolution may be forgiven in him that ventures 
into the untrodden abyſſes of truth, and attempts to 
find bis way through the fluctuations of uncertainty, 
and the conflicts of contradiction. But when nothing 
more is required, than to purſue a path already beaten, 
and to trample on obſtacles which others have demohfh- 
ed, why ſhould any man fo much ſuſpe& his own intel- 
lects, as to imagine himſelf unequal to the attempt? 

It wereto he wiſhed, that they whodevote their lives to 
Rudy, would at once believe nothing too great for their 
attainment, and conſider nothing as too little for their re- 
gard; that they would extend their notice alike to ſcience 
and to . unite ſome knowledge of the preſent world 
to their acquaintance with paſt ages and remote events. 

Nothing has ſo much expoſed men of learning to con- 
tempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of things which 
are known to all but themſeh , and their inability to 
conduct common negotiations, or extricate their affairs 
from trival perplevities. Thoſe who, have been taught 
to conſider the inſtitutions of the ſchools, as giving — 


thou 
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laſt perfection to human abilities, are ſurpriſed to ſee 
men wrinkled with ſtudy, yet wanting to be inſtructed 
in the minute circumſtances of propriety, or the neceſ- 
ſary forms of daily tranſactions; and quickly ſhake off 
their reverence for modes of education, which they find 
to produce no ability above the reſt of mankind. 

| Books, ſays Bacon, can never teach the uſe of books. 
The ſtudent muſt learn, by commerce with mankind, 
to reduce his ſpeculations to practice, and accommodate 
his knowledge to the purpoſes of lite, 

It is too common for thoſe who have been bred to 
ſcholaſtic profeſſions, and paſſed much of their time in 
academies, where nothing but learning confers honours, 
to diſregard every qualification, and to imagine that 
they ſhall find mankind ready to pay homage to their 
knowledge, and to croud about them for inſtruftion. 
They, therefore, ſtep out from their cells into the open 
world, with all the confidence of authority and dignity 
of importance; they look round about them at once 
with arrogance and ſcorn on a race of beings to whom 
they are equally unknown, and equally contemptible, 
but whoſe manners they muſt imitate, and with whoſe 
opinions they muſt comply, if they deſire to paſs their 
time happily among them. 

To leflen that difdain with which ſcholars are incli- 
ned to look on the common buſineſs of the world, and 
the unwillingneſs with which they condeſcend to learn 


what is not to be found in any ſyſtem of philoſophy, it 


may be neceſſary to conſider, that though admiration 
is excited hy abſtruſe reſearches and remote diſcoveries, 
we cannot hope to give pleaſure, or to conciliate affec- 
tion, but by ſofter accompliſhments, and by qualities 
more eaſily communicable to thoſe about us. He that 
can only converſe upon queſtions, about which only a 
{mall part of mankind has knowledge ſufficient to be cu- 
rious, muſt paſs his days in unſoeial filence, and live in 
the croud of life without a companion. He that can 
only be uſeful on great occaſions, may die without ex- 
2 his abilities, and ſtand a helpleſs ſpectator of a 
and vexations which fret away the happineſs of 
being, and which nothing is required to remove but a 
htule dexterity of conduct, _ readineſs.of expedients. 
2 No 
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No degree of knowledge, attainable by man, is able 
to ſet him above the want of hourly aſſiſtance, or to 
extinguiſh the defire of fond endearments, and tender 
officiouſneſs; and, therefore, no one ſhould think it 
unneceſſary to learn thoſe arts by which friendſhip 
may be gained, Kindneſs is preſerved by a conſtant 
reciprocation of benefits, or interchange of pleaſures; 
hut ſuch benefits only can be beſtowed, as others are 
capable to receive, and ſuch pleaſures only imparted, 
as others are qualified to enjoy. . 

By this deſcent from the pinnacles of art no honour 
will be loſt; for the condeſcenſions or learning are al- 
ways overpaid by gratitude. An elevated genius, em- 
7 in little things, appears, to uſe the ſimile of 

nginus, like the ſun in his evening declination; he 
remits his ſplendor, but retains his magnitude, and 
pleaſes more, though he dazzles leſs. 

I am, fir, your's affectionately. 


— — 


LETTER cxxx. 


From the fame, on the * of being virtuous in our 
auth, 


Dear Sir, | | 
MX is the only creature in the world, whoſe hap- 
pineſs is imperfect, and who, at the ſame time, 

is ſenſible that it is ſo; who has ſomething in him that 
diſdains the imperfection of his own being, and lan- 
iſhes after a condition more perfect. Were he com- 
poſed only, like other animals, of fleſh and blood, he 
would find no more faults with his being, than they. do 
with theirs, matter alone being incapable of reflec- 
tions; theſe are therefore the ſecret repinings of the ſoul; 
by which ſhe evidently diſcovers her exiſtence, And, 
ſince it is natural for all beings to ſeek and thirſt after 
happineſs, it is neceſſary to know where that ſeat is fix- 
ed, it being the want of that knowledge that makes us 
waſte ſo much time in vain purſuits, and unprofitable 
| attempts, 
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attempts, in endeavouring to confine happineſs to the 
body, which is a priſon too weak too hold it; and the 
ſenſes that conduct it thither, are too feeble long to 
guard and retain it; it is conſtantly endeavouring to 
make its eſcape, aud what is worſe, it never fails in 
accompliſhing its aim. Befides, if it has no other ex- 
iſtence than the body, it muſt be very tranſitory, and 
periſh with it in a comtemptible portion of time. A 
man of that opinion mult be ſure to keep his thoughts 
always ſteadily confined within the compaſs of this life 
and world; for, if they happen to wander beyond theſe 
limits, they will enter into dark uncomfortable regions, 
affording nothing but black and diſmal proſpects, as too . 
many gay unthinking perſons find by ſad experience, 
Now virtue, the true icience of happineſs, will give us 
juſter notions of it, and teach us that the true ſeat of 
happineſs is in the ſoul, which is of a capacity large 
enough to contain it, and of a duration lafting enough 
to preſerve it to eternity ; there it may riſe to unmea- 
ſurable heights without reſtraint ; it can never overbur- 
den or overpower the foul. It is the poor feeble body 
only, that is not able to ſupport it, that is too weak 
to bear the rapid and violent motions of the ſou], when 
it is filled and agitated with an exceſſive joy. The 
heart is capable of bearing but a ſmall inſignificant 
meaſure of joy, it may be eafily deſtroyed by its irre- 
ſiſtible efforts. The heart is equally incapable of ſup- 

porting immoderate jov, or immoderate grief; rhe one 
proves deſtructive by too great a dilatation, and the o- 
ther by too great a . ef Which ſoever of them 
happens in an immoderate degree, the frail veſſel is 
broken, and life guſhes, in a torrent, through the wound. 
It is a prepoſterous reſolution of ſome people to defer 
being virtuous till they grow old, imagining that wiſ- 
dom is the natural coniequence of old age; as if that 
which is the greateſt imperfection of human natute, 
were moſt proper to confer on us the higheſt perfection 
of it. Long obſervation, indeed, is productive of ex- 
perience ; but experience 1s very different from wiſdom, 
though it 1s the utmoſt advantage old age can pretend 

; 3 : to 
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to beſtow upon us. Now it muſt be conſidered, that 
virtue is a habit of mind, which muſt be acquired by 
induſtry and application; to be forcibly introduced 
into the ſoul, in oppoſition to vice; and after it has 
gotten a long and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of it, muſt be 
attended with great difficulty, and requires a perſe- 
vering reſolution. It is not to be effected in a ſmall 
Interval of time: the approaches muſt be regular and 
gradual to diſlodge ſo potent an enemy. It is a taſk 
that requires the vigour of youth, and more time than 
old age has to beſtow, : 

The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near 
a reſemblance as is poſſible to the divine nature, to make 
us pure, as he is pure; that is, to raiſe us to the utmoſt 
degree of purity our frail nature is capable of. Now, 
the deferring this work till we grow old, is reſolving to 
be as unlike God as poſſible ; it is a confident, but ve- 
ry ridiculous aſſurance, that old age will help our de- 
formity, and give us a very good reſemblance of him, 
and in an inſtant confer upon us purity like his, after 
we have wilfully paſſed over our whole life in contract- 
ing pollution. But can we think that, when the pureſt 
and ſprightlieſt part of life has been proſtituted to vice, 
the dregs are an offering fit for our Maker? And can 
we think, that he will accept of ſuch a ſacrifice ? 

It is then our higheſt wiſdom to tread the paths of 
virtue in the morning of our days that the evening 
may terminate with a ſmiling ſerenity, and, when the 
{ſtruggles of reluctant nature are over, the ſoul may 
fecurely wing its way to the ſettled regions of unmo- 
leſted ſecurity. 

I am, fir, your dear friend. 
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LETTER CXXXIL. 


On Marriage, from a Lady in Town to her Friend in the 
Country. 


Madam, 
ARRIAGE is deſpiſed by ſome, and by others 
too much coveted, The firſt fin againſt the law 
of nature, and divine ordination ; the la (too often) 
againſt their own peace and happineſs. For thoſe that 
are in extraordinary haſte for a ſettlement, do com- 
monly extend their expectations beyond what they have 
| prone in a ſingle life, and many times the 1maginary 
eaven proves a hell. Though your changing your 
condition had an extraordinary proſpect, yet I hear my 
laſt letter, which was to wiſh you joy, found you in 
ſorrow ; but 1 know you are too well principled not to 
remember the time will come when the wicked ſhall 
ceaſe from troubling, and the weary will be at reſt, 
For it your huſband continues ſo induſtrious to torment 
you, as the world repreſents him, I believe you can 
expect but little reſt till that time is come? unleſs it is 
by the inward peace of a good conſcience, which none 
can take from you, This is a conſolation which cla- 
morous wives always loſe, and which can neber be re- 
compenſed by any point they gain, however apparently 
for their advantage. Since the laws of God and nature 
have given men the ſupreme authority in marriage, we 
ought not firſt to accept them upon thoſe terms, and 
then miſtiny upon all occaſions. For though ſome men 
are ſo kind as to make our yoke light unto us, yet we 
take them for better or worſe; and experience ſhews 
us, that the odds are on the worſe fide. All this we 
ſhould conſider before we engage ourſelves in thoſe ſtrict 
ties, which oblige us to deny our own inclinations, and 
comply with thoſe of our 3 Indeed human 
policy ought to teach us this leſſon; for if we make a 
man's home leſs agreeable to him than any other place, 
we furniſh him with a good excuſe for going abroad, 
which can never be to our mutual advantage. Thoſe 
men whom buſineſs does not call out to get money, are 
generaly on the ſpend; and he that is driven from 
home by a wife's ill humour, is always more extrava- 
| gant 
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gant abroad, and even thinks he has a better pretence 
to be ſo, while he ſacrifices his body and ſoul, as well 
as his eftate, to his revenge. k 

Some women, id will divert themſelves, and 
not ſeem to mind it; and inſtead of endeavouring to 
win their huſbands by complaiſance, turn as extrava- 
gant as they; or as the old proverb ſays, *© they light 
the candle at both ends;”” though they know it muſt 
at laſt burn their own fingers. However, they ſeldom 
fail of ſuffering by their raſhneſs ; and the further they 
run out, the ſooner they find a check upon their ex- 
pences ; beſides, if they ſhould preſerve their honeſty, 
yet they undergo the certain loſs of their reputation, 
which is infinitely more valuable to them than any 
thing elſe in the world ? and although by ſuch a con- 
duct, they may think to reclaim the men, yet © they 
- ought not to do evil that good may come.“ 

But I moſt of all wonder at ſome of our acquaintance 
who ſeem to be ſober women, and yet recommend it, 
as the beſt way to deal with a paſſionate huſband, to be 
more unreaſonable than he: ſuch a conduct may ſilence 
ſome men, and might be pardonable, if God as well 
as man were to be filenced by it. But our religion 
tells us, ©* we muſt not be overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” An evil tongue never appears ſo 
odlious as in the mouth of a paſſionate woman, railing 
againſt her huſpand. We gommonly ſay that a mad- 
man is poſſeſſed, and every one that is not in a ra 
himſelf, will allow paſſion to be a temporary madneſs, 
which makes men act as irrationally as lunatics, al- 
though they have not the ſame excuſe to plead: fuch 
unhappy perſons will often tell you, that paſſion is a 
natural infirmity ; a violent diſtemper which they ftrive 
againſt, and therefore they ought to be excuſed ; but 
tet them remember that their condu is the more un- 
juſtifiable, as they are ſenfible of their folly. If a 
huſband is unkind and cruel, it is a great affliction, 
and the ſcriptures tell us, all things of that nature are 
grievous; but as contrary as they are to fleſh and blood, 
yet they ariſe not from the duſt, and that it is not for 
us to contend with our Maker, He that can mor 
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word controul the fury of the winds and ſeas, can with 
as little trouble avert any ſtorm that threatens, when 
he ſees us fit objects of mercy. For if we attempt to 
ſhake off the yoke, or think by ſtruggling to make the 
chain fit looſer upon us, we ſhall ſoon be convinced of 
our error, like birds taken in a net, who, by beating 
their feathers off, increaſe their miſery, and at the ſame 
time diſable themſelves from making their eſcape. 
Thoſe amongſt us that know we have been ſo obliging 
as never to deſerve an ill word from our perſecutors, 
ſhould remember, that ſtill we every day deſerve God's 
chaftiſements; and that wicked and unreaſonable men 
are a ſword of his which wounds us the deeper, the 
more we love the hand which he employs for our cor- 
reftion, But how ſharp ſoever it is, yet we ſhould not 
repine, conſidering it is to humble us, in order to draw 
us nearer to himſelf. He has ſaid, that when we ar- 
rive at a proper degree of perfection, we ſhall be free 
from all our ſufferings; but as long as we continue to 
offend, we ſhall be puniſhed either in this world, or 
what is infinitelv worſe, in the world to come. 
I have a few thoughts more to ſend you on the ſame 
ſubject, which I am not able at preſent to communi- 
cate, being in a poor ſtate of health, but 1 am ſtill, 
Dear madam, your ſincere friend. 


* 


— 


LETTER CXXXIL 
From the ſame, 
Dear Madam, 


. compliance with your requeſt, I mentioned a few 
things concerning marriage, and according to my 
— now ſit down to trouble you with the remain- 

r. 

It is certainly a very ſilly thing for people to quarrel, 
who muſt be friends again ; unleſs they chuſe rather to 
live aſunder than ſubmit ſilently to many things they 
cannot approve. I will not pretend to determine what 
provocation is ſufficient to juſtify ſuch a breach, nor to 
ſay that it cannot be juſtified, ſince even the beſt of 
women have parted from their huſbands, although they 

lee m 
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ſeem ſincerely to lament their ſeparation. Nor does 
their conduct accuſe them to have done it lightly, or 

on the account of taking their pleaſure, which would 
ſoon be diſcovered, as in ſuch circumſtances all eyes 
are upon them and they muſt live more reſerved than 
the reſt of the world, or elſe they would quickly be li- 
able to ſuch a cenſure as muſt vindicate the conduct of 
their huſbands. : 

And though in all quarrels betwixt a man and his 
wife, if it comes to a hot diſpute, there are faults in 
both parties, yet the weaker veſſel is ſo little conſidered, 
meerly for being weak, that they are often blamed 
much more than they deſerve; which cenſure they can 
no way prevent ſo well, as by a ſtrict obſervance of 
their relative duties, and to have a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and the world. 

Nothing upon earth can be ſaid to afford ſatisfaction, 
only as our imagination makes it appear fo at a diſtance; 
and this orofoed is dreſſed by fancy in ſuch various 
ſhapes, that what would be a delight to one is real mi- 
ſery to another; and age or poſſeſſion does ſometimes 
give the ſame perſons ſuch different notions, that they 

row fick of the very things they languiſhed for before. 
bis. is probably the reaſon, why old people are fo much © 

for denying young ones thoſe innocent diverſions they 

are grown weaty of themſelves; though perhaps, at the 

ſame time, they may gratity their own foible in ſome- 

. equally ridiculous. It is this contrariety in the 
mind that makes matrimony ſo uneaſy ; for when one 

ſets up a ſeparate Diana to worſhip, their hearts can- 

| not be full of affection to one another; and if both are 

| bigotted in their own ways, it too often ruins not only 

| themſelves. but alſo their innocent children, But you 

| Madam, are not in danger of falling into this error, 

N being of too complying a nature to bring yourſelf and 

0 others into any inconvenience upon that ſcore ; and 1 

rejoice to hear how unmoved you appear under ſo great 

a provocation, I confeſs, that a huſband's keeping 

another before one's eyes, is the crueleſt thing he can 

do; yet even in that caſe it is moſt prudent to ſhew no 

1 frowardneſs; for the miſtreſs will be ſure to entertain 

him with mirth and careſſing, which . 

WIIe 8 
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wife's frowns ſeem more intolerable, and ſuch women 
never fail to magnify all domeſtic accidents, Theſe 
2 are indeed the greateſt enemies to conjugal 
ove; for them the gentlemen put on their beſt coun- 

tenances, and with them they paſs their moſt pleaſin 
hours; the indignation is reſerved for the wife of his 
boſom, who muſt ſhare in nothing but the grievances, 
till at laſt they become partners in their wants, the una- 
voidable conſequences of ſuch courſes: ſome fe inſtances 
we have ſeen of huſbands who have been reclaimed by a 
wife's tenderneſs, before the intrigue has gone too far, 
but none I believ were ever hectored out of it. | 
Some men are ſo kind to their wives, as to endeavour 
to conceal their falſhood : which if they do, it is very 
indiſcreet for the ladies to enquire into it, and they are 
no friends who give them the information. He that 
goes about to hide his amour, ſhews either a ſenſe of 
ſhame, or a regard to his ſpouſe; and that may in time 
wean him from ſuch company, or at leaſt it is a ſign he 
does not defire to grieve her, which moſt men eſteem 
their great prerogative, and would loſe half their ſatis- 
faction in their intrigues, were it not for their pleaſure 
of tormenting the wife. There are ſome huſbands, 
who, to uſe the old proverb, have ſtretched the bow 
till it has broke,” for any woman, whoſe heart is di- 
veſted of eyery virtuous principle, in ſuch caſes is to 
return the compliment, eſpecially when ſtimulated both 
by pride and revenge. She thinks a gallant's, admira- 
tion repairs the affront which a huſband puts upon her 
charms, by giving her place to another, perhaps lefs 
handfome than herſelf, This has been thought a plau- 
fible excuſe by many women, and upon their huſband's 
running aſtray, have diverted their melancholy hours at 
the expence of their honour. But whatever I have ſaid 
of mutual feelings, I do not make any compariſon in 
favour of my own ſex, as I know the crime is much great- 
er in the wife, and even deteſtable, modeſty being the 
higheſt ornaments of a woman, and the calling it off be- 
comes a ſin both againſt God and nature. For my part, 
if commit a fault againſt my ſex, in being for fo much 
reſignation, they muſt pardon me; for I cannot adviſe 
others to more obedience than I would wiſh to practiſe 
myſelf 


163 LETTERS ow FRIENDSIAIP, &c. 


myſelf; and I intreat all thoſe that deſpiſe me, as be- 
ing ſo tame a fool, that they would baniſh all anger 
out of their minds for one year, and then tell me if 
they have not more content in forgiving than returning - 
a reproach. 

I fear I have already exceeded the bounds of a letter, 
for which I ought to make an apology, but more words 
would give you trouble: therefore I will only beg of 
you to execuſe and love 

Your ever ſincere, and affectionate Friend, 


LETTER CXXXIII. 
From a Lady to her Friend, whoſe Lover had baſely left 


her, and married another, 


. 
* 


My dear Friend, 


UR y of happineſs is generally ſo ill 
laced, that it is no wonder we meet with perpe- 
tual diſappointments. When our choice ariſes from, 
aſſion, we have ſo very blind a guide as will inevita- 
ly lead us to deſtruction; for though love appears then 
gentleſt, yet our affections are ſo much the right of our 
Almighty Creator, that as often as we fix them immo- 
derately upon any of the fading objects here below, we 
are certainly guilty of ſacrilege to the divine Goodneſs, 
which fault is commonly puniſhed by the very thing we 
doat on. This, 1 doubt not, has been your caſe, and 
not your's alone; for ſoon or late few eſcape that miſ- 
chief, eſpecially amongſt our weaker ſex, whoſe tender 
nature leaves them moſt expoſed to ruin; and though 
they ſee others ſhipwrecked before their eyes, will yet 
venture out to ſea on the ſame bottom, inſenſible of 
danger, till they periſh, and often fall unpitied. 

Men have a thouſand advantages over us, but in the 
affair of courtſhip they add cunning to all their other 
accompliſhments, and are as zealous to deceive, as if 
their lives would be made happy by the cheat. How- 
ever, they will find it a ſad miſtake, at leaſt f perjury 
is to be accounted for ; although your falſe traitor, like 

| many 
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many others, may look on that time at a great diſtance, 
That J ſuppoſe he thinks himſelf excuſed, as being more 
knave than fool, which title indeed is ſo highly due ta 
him, that] believe none will do him ſuch maniteſt wrong 
as to diſpute it; and I am ſure, the blacker he appears, 
the greater reaſon you have to bleſs that Providence, 
which permitted him to break the contract; for, with- 
out doubt, he that proved ſo ill a lover to the beſt of 
miſtreſſes, would have made an intolerable huſband ta 
the beſt wives; and ill uſuage would have coſt you 
more than his infidelity. I am ſenſible a heart ſo gene- 
rous and conftant as your's, cannot eaſily efface the deep 
impreſſion be has made in it; that muſt be the work of 
time, with God's aſſiſtance, which I hope will never fail 
vou. I do aſſure you, I am deeply touched with every 
thing that concerns you, nor is it without great regret, 
that I ſubmit to my unhappy circumſtances detaining 
me from being the companion of your melancholy hours, 
which I ſhould endeavour, with all my power, to divert. 
You ſay it is a daily | op age to your trouble, to 
think you ſuffered yourſelf to be ſo eafily impoſed on; 
but that, as I told you before, is our common fate, al- 
though all impoſtors are not equally induſtrious to be 
wicked; and you ought not to condemn your own judg- 
ment, for want of ſagacity to diſcover a cheat, asit would 
be to arraign the conduct of almoſt all the human race. 
Pardon me, dear madam, for troubling you ſo far. 
Indeed I might have told you at firſt what I muſt men- 
tion now, and what you know already, that he only can 
giye us comfort whom we ſeldom regard but when we 
are driven to it by neceſſity. Solomon who had tried 
all the alluring charms of love and beauty, whoſe qua- 
lity and riches gave him an opportunity to gratify every 
nelination, without any bounds to his wiſhes, could 
call them all ** Vanity and vexation of Spirit.” It is 
no wonder, then, if every one of us diſcover the ſame 
truth to our own coſt, Let us therefore reſolve, as much 
as we can, to ſubmit our wills to the will of our heavenly 
Father, who ſees all our actions, and has ſo decreed, 
that our way to everlafting happineſs, ſhould be thro? 
the wilderneſs of affliction. 

Dock I am, dear madam, your fincere 1 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 


From a Gentleman, on the Circuit, ta his Friend in 
London. 


Dear Sir, | 
HE many trials I hare been witneſs to on this 
journey, has led me to an enquiry concerning the 
nature of juſtice, 

Juſtice is a relation of congruity, which is really 
found between two things: this relation is always the 
fame, whatever being conſiders it, whether God, angel, 
or, laſtly, man. 3 

Indeed, men do not always ſee theſe relations, and, 
even when they do ſee them, they are often neglected 
to follow their own peculiar intereſt, Juſtice exalts 
her voice, but ſhe finds it difficult to be heard amidſt 
the tumults of the paſſions. | 

Men often commit injuſtice, becauſe it is their intereſt, 
and they chuſe rather to ſatisfy themſelves than others, 
Their actions always tend to their own emolument: no- 
body is wicked for nothing; ſome reaſon muſt ſway 
him, and that reaſon is always a reaſon of intereſt, 

We ought to love juſtice, becauſe by that means we 
reſemble the divine Being of whom we haye ſo lavel 
an idea; becauſe he muſt inevitably be juſt. An 
though we were deſtitute of revelation, we ſhould Rill 
be under the government of reaſon. 

This induces me to believe that juſtice is eternal, and 
does not depend upon human conventions; and, if it 
did depend upon them, it would be a fatal truth, which 
we ſhould conceal even from ourſelves. | 

We are encompaſied with men ſtronger than our 
ſelves; they may hurt us a thouſand different ways, and 
generally with impunity. What a comfort is it to us, 
to know that there is in the heart of all thoſe men an 
inward principle, that exerts itſelf in our behalf, and 
protects us from their violence ? | 

Were itnot for this, we ſhould have reaſon to live in 
a ſcene of tual horror; we ſhould be as much ter- 
rified at meeting a man as a lion; and we ſhould ne- 

ver, 
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ver, one ſingle moment, be fecure of our Bees, or 
eftates, or our honour, 

When I reflect on theſe things, my indignation is in- 
flamed againſt thoſe perſons, who repreſent God as a 
being that makes a tyrannical uſe of his power; who 
tell us he acts after a manner which we ourſelves would 
not, for fear of offending him ; who accuſe him of all 
the imperfections which he puniſhes in us; and, in 
their contradictory opinions, deſcribe him at one time 
as an unjuſt being, and at another, as a being who hates 
and puniſhes injuſtice. 

When a man examines himſelf, what a ſatisfaction 
is it to find he has an upright heart! This pleaſure, ſe- 
vere as it is, muſt fill him with rapture: he looks upon 
mimſelf as a being ſo much above thoſe who are deſti- 
tute of it, as he is above the brute creanon, | 

There is one ching common at the aſſizes which trou- 
bles me very much, and that is, the diverſions of all 
ſorts carried on at ſuch time of ſolemnity. To ſee a 
fellow creature going to the place of execution, whilſt 
the people are engaged at play, is a practice of fo in- 
human a nature, that 1 fcarce know by what name to 
call it. If ever ſeriouſneſs was to be found amongſt 
mortals, ſurely ſuch are the times, It ought always to 
remind us of two things the corruption of human na- 
ture, which renders thoſe executions neceflary, and the 
laſt day, when we ſhall all appear before a Judge who 
cannot be deceived. But I doubt not you have long 
ſince confidered theſe things, and therefore I ſhall con- 
clude with my affurance of being Your real friend. 


* 1 — 
2 th 


LETERS CXXXV, 


From à Gentleman in the Country, to his friend in London, 
on Retirement, | 


|; oe Sir, 


OU know I was ſick of the hurry and confufion in 
London, and therefore retired into the country 

to enjoy a calm tranquillity, and feaſt my eyes with 
nature cloathed in the blooming garment of the ſpring. 
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Here I often contemplate the wonders of creation undiſ- 
turbed, and think myſelf happier in ſolitude, than the 
gaudy courtier amidſt the ſplendor, noiſe, and hurry 
of a court. | | | 

This is ſafety's habitation; filence guards the door 

againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinences 
of idle converſation. Ihe ſwarm of temptations that 
beſet us amidſt the gaities of life, are baniſhed from 
theſe ſcenes of retirement; here, without difturbance, 
I can ſurvey my own thoughts, and ponder the ſecret 
intentions of my own heart. In ſhoct, here I can learn 
the beſt of ſciences, that of knowing myſelf.” 
The other evening I ſtrayed into the fields, and, 
pleaſing myſelf with the variety of objects that preſent- 
ed themſelves on every ſide, night overtook me, before 
I was aware. The whole face of the ground was ſoon 
overſpread with ſhades, -only a few of the lofty emi- 
nences were cloathed with ſtreaming ſilver, and the tops 
of the waving groves and ſummits of the mountains 
were irradiated with the ſmiles of departing day. The 
clouds, e-panding their purple wings, were tipped with 
a ray of gold, while others repreſented a chain of lofty 
mountains, whoſe craggy ſummits overſhadowed the 
vales below, and along their inacceſſible ſides there ap- 
peared various pits — romantic caves. 

A calm of tranquility and undiſturbed repoſe ſpread 
over the whole ſcene, The gentle gales fanned them- 
ſelves aſleep, ſo that not a iagie leaf was in motion: 
echo herſelf ſlept unmoleſted, and the expanded ear 
could only catch the liquid lapſe of a murmuring ſtream. 
The beaſts departed to their graſſy couch, and the vil- 
lage ſwains to their pillows; even the faithful dog for- 
got his poſt, and ſlumbered with his maſter. 

Darkneſs was now at its height, and the different 
objects were only rendered viſible by the faint glimmer- 
ing of the ſtars. This ſolemn ſcene brought to my re- 
membrance the terrors which often invade timorous 
minds ;- this, ſaid I to myſelf, is the time when the 
ghoſt are ſuppoſed to make there appearance, and ſpi- 
rits viſit the ſolitary dwellings of the dead, But what 
ſhould terrify me, when I know I am encompaſſed by 
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the hand of my Maker, and that in a ſhort time I ſhall 
enter a whole world of unbodied beings. Nor is it un- 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that numbers of inviſible beings 
are, at this inſtant, patroling the ſame retreat, and join- 
ing with me in contemplating the works of the Al- 
mighty Creator, 

When I reflect on the benefit of retirement, I am ready 
to plead 111 behalf of thoſe popiſh recluſes who left the 
world, and ſhut themſelves up in cells and cloylters, 
For although man is a ſocial being, yet he muſt at leaſt 
find ſome retirement beneficial to his health, and con- 
ducive to his eternal intereſt, 


I am, dear fir, your fincere friend, 


—_ * . _ 


—— 


LETTER CXXXVI. 


From a Lady who had firmerly kept a Boarding: ſchool, 
ts another of the ſame Prafefion, on Female Education. 


Madan, 

1 Received your letter, containing the following te- 

queſt, viz. What are the moſt proper methods to be 
uſed in conducting the education of young ladies, ſo as 
to avoid extravagance on the one hand, and meanneſs 
on the other? I his is a very important queſtion, and 
perhaps above my poor abilities to anſwer, However, 
as I have had many years experience in female educa- 
tion, I ſhall tell you my thoughts on the ſubject with 
the greateſt freedom. 

It is the misfortune of the preſent age, that almoſt 
all ranks of people are fo wa infatuated as to ſtrive 
who ſhall outdo one another in extravagance, and the 


| rae veg of an ordinary tradeſman can ſcarce be diſtin- 


guiſhed from a lady of quality. If we enquire into the 
cauſes from which thoſe effects flow, we ſhall find that 
they are partly owing to the conduct of the mothers, 
and partly to thoſe entruſted with their education. L 
{hall mention a few things concerning both, and leave 
you to judge of the propriety. 

oF. Mothers 
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Mothers ſhould, on every occaſion, teach their daugh- 
ters, that it is a duty incumbent on them not to have 
aſpiring views beyond that ſtation in which Providence 
has placed them. That humble unaffected modeſty in 
a ſtuff gown, will be preferred by every ſenſible perſon 
before either ſilks or Bruſſels lace, That it is a great- 
er accompliſhment for a tradeſman's daughter to waſh a 
floor than to dance on it; and much more uſeful to be 
able to dreſs a joint of meat, than point out the parti- 
cular merits of an actreſs, and applaud or condemn a 
ſong. But the keepers of boarding ſchools are ti! 
more culpable than parents. No ſooner is miſs placed 
in one of thoſe ſeminaries, than ſhe is taught to conſi- 
der herſelf a young lady, and even honoured with that 
high appellation. Thus the ſeeds of vanity are fown 
in the firſt rudiments of learning, and continue to ope- 
rate on her conduct as ſhe advances in years, 

Grow with her growth, and ſtrengthen with 
her ſtrength.” Porr. 

It is almoſt impoſſible for thoſe who are any way ac- 
quainted with human nature, to imagine that the girl 
who is taught to confider herſelf as a lady, can ever be 
a proper wife from a tradeſinan, and common ſenſe 
teacheth her that ſhe has not any thing greater to expect. 

But there is ſomething ſtill worſe: ſhe is not only 
unfit to be the wife of an honeſt induſtrious tradeſman, 
but ſhe often occaſions his ruin: ſhe expects to be ſup- 

orted in the ſame extravagant manner as at the board- 
ing- ſchool; diffipation takes place of prudence, public 
diverſions are more attended to than domeſtic duties, 
and the unhappy huſband, to enjoy peace, is often 
obliged to leave his buſineſs, that his lady may be ho- 
noured with his company. The fatal effects of ſuch 
extravagance are ſoon felt, and the woman who for- 
merly conſidered herſelf as a lady, finds, by woeful 
experience, that ſhe had aſſumed an improper name. 
The beſt, nay the only way to educate their children, 
conſiſtent with their own Ration in life, is, on all oc- 
caſions, to teach them not to expect more than their 
birth entities them to. It would likewiſe be very be 
neſicial to the nation, if thoſe women who keep boa d- 
ing- 


LETTERS ox FRIENDSHIP, c. 175 


ing-ſchools, were to inſtruct the girl in uſeful employ- 
ments, rather than in ſuch uſeleſs arts as cannot be of 
any real benefit to them in the world, 

1am, dear madam, your ſincere friend. 


%\ 
i 9 


LETTERS een. 


Ox Sickneſs, from a Lady to her friend, lately recovered 
from a dangerous Illneſs, 


Madam, | 
F - ER ſo long, ſo ſtrict a friendſhip as has been 


inviolably preſerved betwixt us, I hope it is not 
neceſſary for me to aſſure you how eagerly 1 wiſhed to 
ſpend the ſummer at your houſe; but wherever I am, 
my heait is entirely your's, that heart which, by a 
thouſand obligations, 1s tied for ever to you, I know 
your huſband and mother's tenderneſs would render 
my care almoſt unneceflary ; and indeed my preſent de- 
fire to ſee you ſince your recovery, is to know the ſtate 
of your health from my own n rather than 
from the reports of others, leſt they ſhould flatter me 
in pity to my trembling expectations. 
hilſt we continue in this world we are ſubject to a 
variety of afflictions, and when God ſees fit to lay us 
under ſevere afflictions, either of body or mind, we 
are obliged to ſubmit with a becoming reſignation: 
but, alas! in caſes of that nature, we are but miſera- 
ble comforters to each other. Riches, and honors, as 
tempting as they appear to the greateſt votaries when 
well, yet in fick neſs, if they are accompanied with their 
uſual train of viſitors, inſtead of doing us good by gra- 
tifying our ambition, they help to foment the diſorder, 
without ever producing a cure. As crowned heads are 
are no more exempt from the ſword of the deſtroying 
angel, than the pooreſt beggars, how little ought we 
to value grandeur, which can give us no aſſiſtance in 
our extremities. A down bed is not a better inſurer 
for ſleep in ſuch a caſe, than a heap of ſtraw; and a 
king that groans under the agonies of an incurable diſ- 
eaſe, is ſoon made ſenſible that it takes its commiſſion 
from a higher power than his, 
Sickneſs 
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Sickneſs multiplies all our grievances, and the weak- 
neſs of the body has ſuch an effect upon the mind, that 
it finks under thoſe troubles that would not move it at 
another time ; but our judgment decaying with us, we 
ſhall too ſoon find its place occupied by wild chimeras 
of our own fancy, and ſtartle every moment at giants 
of our own invention ; every haſty word affrights, and 
every whiſper gives us an alarm ; nay, ſometimes we are 
ſo unjuſt as to charge our beſt friends with want of love 
and reſpect, when — have toiled about us, to a degree 
that we cannot mention without bluſhing at our own in- 
1 and when the want of ability to help onr- 
elves, forces us to become burthenſome to others, in- 
ſtead of excuſing the trouble, we are too apt to encreaſe 
their uneaſineſs by continual fretting. This is the 
common method, which the ſick uſe to afflit and con- 
fuſe the brain. Mourning over our miſery is indeed 
ſo very natural, that of ourſelves we cannot forbear it, 
though we know it leads us to doubt of the goodneſs of 
that God, whoſe mercies are daily new unto us. 

A diſturbed conſcience is certainly the worſt cir- 
cumſtance than can befall a ſick perſon, and I heartily 
beg of God to keep you, and all others, from falling 
into it; that we may never have the leaſt diſtruſt of our 
ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, nor preſume grounds 
lefsly upon his merits, without lamenting and forſak - 
ing our fins. But your life hitherto has been ſo ſtrictly 
pious, that I do not in the leaſt apprehend you want a 
ſummons from me to look up to ham who is the author 
and finiſher of your faith, and to call on him in all 
your diſtreſſes. But it is with the greateſt pleaſure I 
hear of your unfeigned devotion, even in the midſt of 
your ſevere affliction, and that you have retained your 
uſual fincerity of mind under all your grievous tortures, 
without repining at the will of your heavenly Father, 
who has ſo ordered that the road to Canaan ſhould be 
through the wilderneſs, | 
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All this ſedate frame of your's being conſidered, it 
may ſeem impertinent in me to trouble you, but I have 
been inſenſibly led into it from the remembrance of un- 
happy events towhich 1 was lately witneſs ; I mean ſome, 
who inſtead of ſubmitting patiently to the hand of 
God, were ſo totally loſt to all ſenſe of duty, as to call 
the Almighty unjuſt, 1 hope ſoon to have the pleaſure 
of ſecing you, and am, | 
Your ſincere friend. 


— 


LETTER CXXXVII. 
From a Lady ts her Friend, wwha had buried her Huſband, 


My dear Friend, 

11 not my ſilence to any want, but the exceſs 

of kindneſs which makes me too much a pariner in 
your ſorrow, to find words at all ſuitable to the ſhare I 
have with you in it. If, therefore, I ain the laſt in con- 
doling, I do moſt faithfully aſſure you, that it is not in- 
ſenſibility, but the higheſt degree of love and tenderneſs 
that occaſions it, T me that is leaſt is ſooneſt ex- 
preſt, and perhaps the more noiſe it makes, the leſs miſ- 
chief is ſuſtained by it. Had I been unconcerned, my 
thoughts and pen might have been more free, though [ 
could not have ſaid any thing ſufficient to ſtem ſo violent 
a tide as your juſt lamentations. I might have offered 
ſome poor reaſons againſt other women's afflicting them- 
ſelves ſo much, which I ſhould be aſhamed to mention to 
you, having been a witneſs how far your huſband's love 
and merits excelled the beſt of men I ever met with; and 


1 am fo ſenſible of your reciprocal affection, that l know 
the power of God only can ſupport you under ſuch a ſe- 
paration, which I believe was more terrible than death 
itſelf. But, my dear friend, your ſorrow is not as one 


without hope. Uſe your utmoſt endeavours to ſubmit 


to the hand of the Almighty, with as much reſignation 


in this as you did in your own diſtemper, though that 
only aſſaulted your body, while this pierces your heart. 
You muſt remember, that it was the | an merciful God 
that gave you him, who has now taken him to himſelf F 
an 
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and in the midſt of your aflitions, bleſs God for ſparing 
you ſo long for the ſake of your children. I hope you 
will confider that this parting is to his inexpreſſible ad- 
vantage, and has removed him from a tranſitory and 
imperſect, to an everlaſting happineſs, whither, I doubt 
not, you are daily preparing to follow him; and ſince 
it has pleaſed God to deny you the further aſſiſtance of 
ſuch an example and counſellor, he will abundantly re- 
compente that lofs, by a greater meaſure of his grace, 
to carry you 3 thoſe trials and temptations to 
Which you are daily expoſed, antefs you negtect to im- 
plore his help, by giving up yourſelf to ſuch melancholy 
as muſt diſcompoſe your facultics, while it weakens 
your natural conſtitution. If the ſaints in heaven are 
acquainted with what happens in this lower world, 
they maſt diſapprove of ſuch a conduct as leads them 
to content with their greateſt benefactor and beſt friend. 
Shall the thing formed ſay to its Maker, why haſt thou 
done ſo? The time is faft approaching when you, be- 
ing freed from all entanglements with this ſublunary 
world, muſt vifit thoſe regions where you will again ſee 
your beloved ſpouſe, in a ſtate never to be interru 
never to have an end. The miſeries of this world 
muſt have an end, and ſo. much our mourning. This I 
have learned even from heathen ſages, that all violent 
pains are ſhort, and but of tranſitory duration. But 
we chriſtians are obliged to conſider affliftion in a quite 
different light, as the chaſtiſement of our heavenly 
Father, whoſe benevolence is his darling attribute. 
If the diffolation of the righteons 1s to exempt them 
from labour, though our temporal intereſt makes us 


eager to detain them longer with us, yet the ſenſe of 


what they enjoy in heaven, muſt be a great means of 
abating our grief: ſome, indeed, have ſo little com- 
fort in this world, that they are ready to ſay with Job 
of old, Wherefore is light given to him that is in 
miſery, and life unto the bitter in ſoul; which long 
for death and it cometh not, and dig for it more than 
for hid treaſures ; which rejoice exceedingly, and, are 
glad when they can find the grave??? ? 5 | 
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Your moſt flattering hopes could not, in the courſe 
of nature, have been many years longer gratified with 
his company; therefore you muſt not ſpend the remain- 
der of your days in mourning, but being fully convin- 
ced of the vanity of every thing mortal, let us ſubmit 
to every alteration as the ſervants of God, who has 
graciouſly promiſed to lay no more upon us than we 
can bear, That you may experience that mercy to 
aſſiſt you in this trial of your faith and patience, is the 
ſincere prayer of, Dear madam, 

| Your ever affectionate friend. 


6 
— _ — 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 


From @ Gentleman to his Friend, in diſtrefſed Circumſtan- 
ces auba had endeaucured to canccal his Poverty. 


Dear Sir, 


* ext:emely concerned to find you have ſo ill an 
opinion of me, as to hide your misfortunes, and let 
me hear of them from a another hand. I know not how 
to interpret your conduct, as it makes me fear you ne- 


ver eſteemed my friendſhip, if you could imagine that 


any alteration in your circumſtances ſhould ever be able 


to change my love, I had a different opinion of our. 


mutual obligations to each other, and ſhould have 
thought it an injury to your generous nature, bad I 
concealed any thing concerning myſelf from you, tho? 
it might have leſſened me in your eſteem. I hoped, 
till now, you han put the ſame confidence in me, who 
had nothing to recommend me to your favour, but 
plain ſincerity of ſoul ; and whoſe ſole deſign was, to 
promote the happineſs of my friend. 

I dare not quarrel with you now, leſt you ſhould 
conſider me as taking the advantage of you in your 
preſent diſtreſs, and induce you to break off a correſ- 
pondence as dear to me as ever; and this leads me to 
ſay ſomething of real friendſhip in general. Real 
friendſhip is not confined to any ſtation in life: it is 
common in the meaneſt cottage, and has even ſome- 

times 
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times being found in the palace: ſimplicity of manners, 
and integrity in all our actions naturally lead us to 
expect ſincerity in the conduct of thoſe with whom we 
are any way connected. The imperfections incident 
to human nature are ſo numerous, that we are ſolici- 
tous of finding ſome perſon to whom we can unboſom 
our minds, and lay open the inmoſt receſſes of our 
hearts. A real friend, in order to preſerve the cha- 
rater he has aſſumed, will, in the firſt place, endea- 
your to diſcharge every duty incumbent upon him to 
all his fellow creatures. But ſtill there is ſomething 
wanting; and although we may be philanthropiſts in 
neral, yet we like to place our affections on one par- 
ticular object. TR: WE 

Why, my friend, any ſuſpicion of my ſincerity ? 
Why did you conceal your diſtreſs from me? Friend- 
ſhip is. of too ſacred a -nature to be trifled with, and 
the man who does not act conſiſtent with his profeſſions, 
roftitutes that amiable appellation, No 'mental re- 
tvation can be uſed in friendſhip, for wherever that 
happens there is ſome doubts of fincerity, which, for 
the moſt part, ends either in a total indifference, or 
which is infinitely worſe, an abſolate hatred. I am 
ſorry to ſay, that there are few Jeu who either know 

or value the bleſſings of friendſhip: if they did, the 
would not, upon every frivolous occaſion, find fault 
with the conduct of their fellow- creatures. ; 
At preſent, my dear friend, let my purſe (however 
empty) be at your ſervice, but let jt never be more open 
than my heart. * Conceal nothing from me, and all I 
have is your's. We were once friends, let us only re- 
main ſo. Let me hear an account from you or your 
preſent circumſtances, and my laſt ſhilling ſhall be 
ſpent in your ſervice. Let the ſincerity of my friend- 
ip be eſtimated only OO to my actions, and if 
it Rall appear that I have acted inconſiſtent with the 
ſacred name of friendſhip, let me be for ever blotted 
out of your memory, 1 
I am, fir, your fincere well wiſner. 


LET- 
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From a Gentleman lately returned from his Travels, to his 
Friend, concerning Loyalty, 


Dear Sir, 


1 is very natural for the moſt curious travellers, after 
having ſpent ſome time abroad, to return with joy 
to their own country; but much more pleaſant to me 
who did not go out of it by my own choice, but im- 
pelled by neceſlity. 

When I returned I 2 to find a general tranquil- 
lity among all ranks of people, and the animoſities 
which ſubſiſted when I went abroad, buried in perpe- 
tual oblivion. But I was ſtrangely amazed to find the 
ſame ſpirit of murmuring as before. In one place the 
miniſtry are ſaid to be ſeeking the loaves and fiſhes, 
and the patriots are endeavouring to diſpoſſeſs them, 
with no other view than to obtain their places. In 
one place we are told, that the miniſters are a ſet of 


abandoned debauchees, and when the courtiers return 


the compliment to the patriots, the anſwer is, that a 
man may be an abandoned villain, a ſcandal to human 
nature, and yet a lover of his country. If you aſk theſe 
ſeveral ſorts of gentelmen what it is they wiſh for, you 
will find they have ſeveral ends in view: ſome of them 


are men that have, by their extravagance, ſpent their 


fortunes, loſt their credit, and therefore are in a vio- 
lent haſte for a war, in hopes, by plunder, to repleniſh 
their pockets, like vultures who keep hovering over a 
dead carcaſe. They ſpeak aloud juſt as they would 
have it, that all things are running to confuſion. 
Others, like crows, love the fruits of the earth, but 
hate the ſmell of gun-powder ; and theſe affirm as po- 
fitively, though not ſo loudly, that we ſhall be inevi- 
tably ruined unleſs there is a change of the miniſtry. 
A third ſort of this diſaffected party, are a ſet of men, 
like moles, that are always digging under ground, and 
no kind of ſoil can eſcape their talons. h 
Beſides theſe there is another party, whoſe deſigns are 
extremely foreign to any of the reſt, and yet they are 


equally 
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equally pernicious. There are ſeveral ſelect companies 
of drunkards, who, inſtead of minding their own bu- 
ſineſs, aſſemble at different alehouſes to ſettle the ſtate 
of the nation, over a tankard of porter, or a bowl of 
punch. 'Theſe may properly be called, 


« A pamper'd people, and debauch'd with eaſe, 
«© No King can govern, and no God can pleaſe,” 


The above gentry are a real nuiſance to human ſo- 
ciety, as they raiſe groundleſs fears in the minds of 
peaceable people, who think it high time to feel their 
grievances, when they really happen. 

No man can be more a friend, and even an advocate 
for the liberties of his country, than myſelf; and a pa- 
triotic king will, at all times, attend to the voice of 
his people, and as a common father love to be put in 
mind of his duty. But when I find no find fault commit- 
ted by adminiſtration, except ſuch as is inſeparably con- 
nected with human nture, I conſider the abbettors as 
real incendiaries, who want to create diſſenſions amongſt 
a brave united people, and make their beloved ſove- 
reign conceive an antipathy againſt his loyal ſubjects. 

For my own part, when I conſider the preſent diſ- 
tracted ſtate of affairs, and compare it with my duty as 
an individual, I am ready to cry out with the Pſalmift, 
May peace be within her walls, and proſperity with- 
in her palaces!” May they proſper who wiſh her well, 
and ſeek her peace continually ! and in this wiſh I doubt 
not but will join heartily with 

Your friend, 


CARDS 


- 


f 
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CARDS or COMPLIMENT. 


8 of compliment ſhould be ſhort, eaſy, and 
conſiſtent with politeneſs. They muit begin with 
the title or ſtyle of the writer and care muſt be taken 
immediately after to mention, in a reſpectful manner, 
the ſtyle or title of thoſe to whom they are addreſſed; 
they muſt contain but one ſubject, and that ſhould be 
expreſſed with elegance and perſpicuity. 


[| 


MISS SPRIGHTLY's reſpectful compliments to 
Lady Tiſſue, entreats the honour of her company this 
afternoon to a diſh of tea, 


Monday Morn, 


— = 


LADY TISSUR's compliments to Miſs Sprightly, 
is happy to accept her agreeable invitation. 
Monday Noon, 


\ 


r _— — 
— 


MRS. FLEMING's compliments to Miſs Dyſon, 


hopes ſhe got ſafe home, and is in health, after the fa- 


tigue of ſitting up ſo late, 
Friday Morn. 


MISS DYSON's compliment's to Mrs. Fleming, 
got home perfectly ſafe, and is extremely well; returns 
reſpectful thanks for her obliging enquiries, 

Friday 2 0 Clocł. 


Q 2 LORD 
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LORD SPANGLE's compliments to fir James 
Brilliant, ſhould eſteem it as a favour to be obliged 
with his company to take an airing to Kew—— the 
chariot to be at the door at three, 


Thurſday Neon. 


as 


SIR JAMES BRILLIANT's reſpectful compliments 
to Lord Spangle—will be happy to attend his Lordſhip 
punQually at the time. 


Thurſday 1 « Clock, 


A— — 


„6 — 


MISS GUITTAR's compliments, ſhould be glad 
of Miſs Spinnet's company to pick a bit of dinner with 
her. ö | : 


Wedneſday 8 0 Clocł. 


— 


— 


MISS SPINNET's compliments, will not fail to 
wait upon Miſs Guittar. | 
Wedneſday 10 «Click. 


— 


i MRS. SHADWELL's compliment to Miſs Cloudy, 
ſhould be glad of her agreeable company to paſs the 
afternoon. | 


10 „Clock Morn. 


—— 
— 


_— — — 


MISS CLOUD V's compliments to Mrs. Shadwell, 
cannot have the pleaſure of accepting her 2 in- 
vitation, being engaged in a party to the Muſeum. 

11 Clack Morn, 


LORD 


nes 
ped 
the 


to 


1 
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LORD HAIRBRAIN's compliments to Mr. Spar- 
row, ſhould be glad of his company in the evening to 
Vauxhall, 


Thurſday 4 «Click, 


Mr. SPARROW's reſpectful compliments to Lord 
Hairbrain, muſt deny himſelf the pleaſure of attending 
his Lordſhip, being already engaged in a party to 
Ranelagh. | 

T hurjday 5 & Clock, 


(QQ 3 1 laving 


Having preſented our Readers with Letters on the moſt im- 
portant Concerns of Life and Farms for writing Compli- 
mentary Cards, in order to make the Wark as complete as 
peffible, we have here added ſeveral uſeful Forms of 
Law, ſuch as a Mortgage, a Lelter of Licence, Bonds, 
Indentures, &C. together with a great Variety of Peti- 
tins, from People in liver, or middling States of Life, 
to thoje in higher Stations. 


A COMMON MORTGAGE OF AN ESTATE. 


HIS Indenture made Between A. B. of &c. of 

the one part, and C. D. of &c. of the other part, 
witneſſed, that the ſaid A. B. for and in conſideration 
of the ſum of one hundred pounds of lawful money of 
Great-Britain, to him in hand paid by the ſaid C. D. 
the receipt whereof the ſaid 4. B. doth hereby confeſs 
and acknowledge; He the ſaid 4. B. hath granted, 
bargained and ſold, and by theſe preſents Fo grant, 
& c. unto the ſaid C. D. All that meffuage or tenement, 
&c. and all thoſe lands &c. ſituate, &c. and alſo the 
reverſion and reverſions, remainder and remainders, 
rents and ſervices of and ſingular the ſaid premiſes 
above- mentioned, and of every part and parcel thereof, 
with the appurtenances, To Hav and to hold the ſaid 
meſſuage or tenement, lands and premiſes above-men- 
tioned, and of every part and parcel thereof, with the 
appurtenances, unto the ſaid C. D. his executors, ad- 
miniſtrators and aſſigns, for and during the term of five 
hundred years, next and immediately enſuing and fol- 
lowing, and fully to be complete and ended: Tie/ding 


and p:;ying therefore yearly, during the ſaid term, one 
pepper-corn, in and upon the feaſt of Si, Michael, the 


Archangel, 


| 
| 
ö 
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Archangel, if demanded. Provided always, and upon 
condition, that if the ſaid 4. B. his heirs or aſſigns, do, 
and ſhall well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, unto 
the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, 
the full ſum of one hundred and five pounds of lawful 


 Britijh money, in and upon the day, &c. without any 


deduction or abatement for taxes, aſſeſſments, or any 
other impoſitions whatſoever, either ordinary or extra- 
ordinary; that then and from henceforth theſe preſents, 
and every thing herein contained, ſhall ceaſe, deter- 
mine, and be void; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding: Ard the ſaid A. B. for him. 
ſelf, his heirs, and afligns, doth covenant and grant 
to, and with the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtra. 
tors, and aſſigns, that the ſaid A. B. his heirs or aſ- 
ſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be 
paid, unto the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtra- 
tors or aſſigns, the ſaid full ſum of one hundred and 
five pounds, in and upon the ſaid day, &c. which will 
be in the ſaid year, &c. without any deduction as afore- 
ſaid, according to the true intent and meaning of theſe 
preſents, And alſo, that he the ſaid C. D. executors, 
adminiſtrators and aſſigns ſhall and may at all times, after 


default ſhall be made in performance of the proviſo or 


condition herein contained, peaceably and quietly enter 
into, have,hold,occupy, poſſeſs and enjoy all and ſingular 
the ſaid meſſuage or tenement, lands and premiſes above 
mentioned, and every part and parcel thereof, with the 
appurtenances, fur and g the reſidue and remainder 
of the ſaid term of five hundred years hereby granted, 
which ſhall be then to come and unexpired, without 
the let, trouble, hindrance, moleſtation, interruption, 
and denial of him the ſa'd A. B. his heirs and aſſigns, 
and of all and every other perſon or perſons, and his 
and their heirs, and thing having or claiming in the 
ſaid meſſuage, or tenement and premiſes above- menti- 
oned, or any part thereof, ſhall and will, at any time 
or times, after default ſhall be made in performance of 
the proviſo or condition herein contained, make, do, 
and execute, or cauſe or procure to be made, done, and 


executed, all and every ſuch further and other ring 
an 
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and reaſonable grants, acts and aſſurances in the law 
whatſoever, for the further, better and more perfect 

ranting and aſſureing of all and ſingular the ſaid premi- 
es abovementioned, with the appurtenances, unto the, 
ſaid C. D. To hald to him the ſaid C. D. his executors, 
adminiſtrators and aſſigns, for and during all the reſt 
and reſidue of the ſaid term of five hundred years above 
granted which ſhall be then to come and unexpired, 
as by the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators or aſ- 
ſigns, or his or their counſel learned in the law ſhall be 
reaſonably deviſed, or adviſed and required. And laft- 
{y, it is covenanted, granted, and concluded and agreed 
upon, by and between the ſaid parties to theſe preſents; 
and the true meaning hereof alſo is, and it is hereby 
ſo declared, that until default ſhall be made in per- 
formance of the proviſo or condition, herein contained, 
he the ſaid A. B. his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall and may 
hold and enjoy all and fingular the ſaid premiſes above- 
mentioned, and receive and take the rents, iſſues and 
rofits thereof, to his and their own proper uſe and 
— any thing herein contained notwithſtanding: 
In witneſs whereof 1 have hereunto ſet my hand and 
ſeal, this third day of June, in the - year of the reign 
of our ſovereign Lord GEORGE III. by the grace of 
God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, king, Ce- 
fender of the faith; and in the year of our Lord God, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


A. B. 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
{ being firſt duty flamped ) 
in the preſence of us, 
„ D. 
. 


A LETTER OF LICENCE. 


O all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come. We 
whoſe hands and ſeals are hereunder ſer, creditors 

of George Wilſon, of the pariſh of Saint Logs Oh 
| rcet, 
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ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, gentleman, ſend 
greeting. Whereas the ſaid George Wilſon, on the day 
of the date hereof, is indebted to us the ſaid creditors 
in ſeveral ſums of money, and not having wherewithal 
to ſatisfy us at preſent. We and every one of us are 
willing to grant unto him the ſaid George Wilſon time 
for the payment of the ſame. Now know ye that we 
the ſaid creditors, and every one of us for his own pro- 
per debt, part and portion, ſeverally have given and 
granted, and by theſe preſents do give and grant unto 
the ſaid George Wilſon, free licence, liberty and leave, 
as in us ſeverally lies, ſure and ſafe conduct to come, 
go, and reſort about his buſineſs and affairs at his free 
will and pleaſnre from the day of the date hereof, unto 
the full end and term of fix months next enſuing, 
without any lett, ſuit, trouble, arreſt, attachment, or 
other diſturbance whatſoever, to be offered or done unto 
him the ſaid George Wilſon, his wares, goods. money, 
or merchandizes whatſoever by us or any of us the exe- 
cutors, adminiſtrators, partners or aſſigns of us, or any 
of us by our or any of our means or procurement. 
And we the ſaid creditors, ſeverally and reſpeRiyely, 
each for himſelf and herſelf, his and her executors and 
adminiſtrators, ſeverally and apart, and not jointly, 
covenant, grant, andagree to and with the ſaid George 
Wilſon, that if any trouble, vexation, wrong, da- 
mage or hindrance ſhall be done unto him the ſaid 
George Wilſon either in his body, goods or chattels, 
within the ſaid term of ſix months from the date of 
theſe preſents, by us, or any of us, contrary to the 
tenour and effect of this our licence, that then he the 
ſaid George Wilſon, his executors and adminiſtra- 
tors, ſhall be, by virtue of theſe preſents, acquitted and 
diſcharged againſt him, or any of us, by whom and 
by whoſe means he ſhall, contrary to the true meaning 
of theſe preſents, be arreſted, troubled, impriſoned, 
attached, grieved, or damnified, of all manner of ac- 
tions, ſuits, quarrels, debts, duties and demands, ei- 
ther in law or in equity whatſoever, from the begin- 
ning of the world to the day of the date of theſe pre- 
ſents, In witneſs whereof we the ſaid creditors have 
| hereunto 
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hereunto ſet our hands and ſeals, the twenty-ſixth 
dav of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


A. B. 
C J. Oe. 


Sealed and delivered, being firft 
duly famped, in the preſence 
of us, | 


E. F. 
G 


— "IE — 
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N all men by theſe pn that I William 
Th:mp/on, of the pariſh of Sz, Giles, in the county 
of Middleſex, gentleman, am held and firmly bound to 
George W, on, of the ſaid county of Middl:/ex, Eſq; in 
the penal ſum of tvs hundred pounds of good and law- 
money of Great-Britain, to be paid to the ſaid George 
Wilſon, Eſq; or to his certain attorney, his executors, 
adminiſtrators, or aſſigns ; for the true payment where- 
of, I bind myſelf, my heirs, executors, and admini- 
ſtrators, firmly by theſe preſeats, ſealed with my ſeal. 
Dated this ſecond day of December, in the year of 
the reign of our ſovereign lord George the Third, by 
the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
king, defender of the faith, and ſo forth, and in the 
ear of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

The condition of this obligation is ſuch, That if the 
above bounden William Thom pon, his heirs, executors, 
or adminiſtrators, do well and truly pay, or cauſe to be 
paid to the above- named George Milſan his excutors, 
adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, the full ſum of ove hundred 
pounds, of good and lawful money of Great- Britain, 
on the firſt day of September next enſuing the date _ 

Ol, 
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of, with lawful intereſt, then this obligation to be 
void, or elſe to remain in full force. 


William T hompſom. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
in the preſence of us, being 
firſt duly flamped, 


John Aukland. 
Edaward C odington. 


*+* When a bond is given, double the ſum of the 
value received is mentioned in the obligatory part, and 
the real ſum meant to be ſecured is inferred in the con- 
dition. 


A LETTER or ATTORNEY. 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Charles 
Fohnſin, of Yarmiuth, in the county of . e 
weaver, (for divers con ſiderations and good cauſe me 
hereunto moving) have made, ordaihed, conſtituted, 
and appointed, and by theſe preſents do make, ordain, 
conſtitute and appoint, my truſty friend David Williams 
of Norwich, in the county aforeſaid, gent, my true and 
lawful attorney, for me, in my name, and to my uſe 
to aſk, demand, recover or receive, of and from A. B. 
of Thetford, in the ſaid county, the ſum of ſixty pounds, 
giving, and by theſe preſents granting to my ſaid attor- 
ney, my ſole and full power and authority, to take pur- 
ſue, and follow ſuch legal courſes, for the recovery, re- 
ceiving, and obtaining of the ſame, as I myſelf might 
or could do, were I perſonally preſent; and upon the 
receipt of the ſame, acquittances, and other ſufficient 
diſcharges, for me, and in thy name, to make, ſign, 
feal and deliver; as alſo one more attorney, or attor- 
nies under him, to ſubſtitute or appoint, and again at 
his pleaſure to revoke; and further to do, perform, and 
finiſh for me, and in my name, all and fingular cg 
an 


- ow 
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and things, which ſhall or may be neceſſary, and en- 
tirely as I the ſaid Charles Johnſon, in my own perſon, 
ought or could do in and about the ſame: ratifying, 
allowing, and confirming, whatſoever my ſaid attorney 
ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, in and about N 
the execution of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe pre- ö 
ſents: In witneſs whereof, 1 have hereunto ſet my | 
hand and ſeal, the firſt day of Nowember, in the 
ear of the reign of our ſovereign Lord George III. 
y the grace of God, of Great-Britain, France, and 
Treland, king, defender of the faith; and in the year of 
our Lord God one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


Charles Johnſon, 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
in the preſence of us, 

A. B. 

C. D. 


_ 


A letter of Attorney by a Seaman ; or a Will and Power, 


12 all men by theſe preſents, that I Jobs Fore- 
caſtle, mariner, now belonging to his majeſty's 
{hip the Terrible, for divers good cauſes and conſidera- 
tions me thereunto moving, have, and by theſe pre- 
ſents do make my truſt end (or beloved wife) 75h 
mas Triſiy, citizen and baker of London, my true and 
law ful attorney, for me, and in my name, and for my 
uſe, to aſk, demand, and receive, of and from the 
2 honourable the treaſurer, or pay maſter of his 
ajeſty's navy, and commiſſioners of prize-money, 
and whom elſe it may concern, as well all ſuch wages, 
and pay, bounty-money, prize-money, and all other 
ſum and ſums of money whatſoever, as now are, and 
which hereafter - ſhall and may be due, or pavable un- 
to me; alſo all ſuch penſions, ſalaries, ſmart-monty, 
or all otner money or things whatſoever, which now 
are, or at any time hercafter ſhall or may be due unto 
N me 
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me, for my ſervice, or otherwiſe, in any one of his 
majeſty's ſhip or ſhips of war, frigates or veſſels: Give 
ing and hereby granting, unto my ſaid attorney, full 
and whole power, to take, purſue, and follow, ſuch 
legal ways and courſes, for the recovery, receiving, 
and obtaining, and diſcharging upon the ſaid ſum or 
ſums of money, or any of them, as I myſelf might or 
could do, were I perſonally preſent; and I do hereby 
ratify, allow, and confirm, all and whatever my ſaid 
attorney ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, and 
about the execution of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe 

ſents; in witneſs whereof, I have hereunto ſet my 
bd and ſeal this ſecond day of Nowember, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and - 


John Forecaſtle. 
Signed, ſcaled, and delivered, 


in the preſence of us, 5 
5 


— 


4 el Lo 
In the name of God, Amer. The third day of 0% 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


John Bale, of the city of London, packer, being very 
ſick, and weak of body, but of perfect mind and 
memory, thanks be given unto God: Therefore call- 
ing unto mind the mortality of my body, knowing that 
it is appointed unto all men once to die, do make and 
ordain this my laſt will and teſtament; that is to ſay, 
rincipally and firſt of all, I give and recommend my 
foul into the hands of Almighty God that gave it, and 
my body I recommend to the earth, to be buried in de- 
cent Chriſtian burial, at the diſcretion of my executors ; 
nothing doubting, but at the general reſurrection I 
ſhall receive the 4 again, by the almighty power of 
God. And as touching ſuch worldly eſtate wherewith 
it hath pleaſed God to bleſs me in this life, I give, 


demiſe, and diſpoſe of the ſame in the following man- 
ner and form, 


R Firſt, 
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Fin, I give and bequeath to Mary, my dearly be- 
loved wife, the ſum of eight hundred pounds, of law- 
ful money of England, to be raiſed and levied out of 
my eſtate, together with all my houſehold goods, debts, 
and moveable effects. | 

Alſo, 1 give to my well-beloved daughter, Elizabeth 
Bale, the fam of two thouſand pounds of lawful money 
of England, to be raiſed and levied out of my eſtate, 
and paid to her by my executors hereafter-named, on 
the day of her marriage, or when ſhe becomes twenty-= 
one years old, And alfo that my executors ſhall 
her one hundred pounds, lawful money of England, on 
the firſt day of every year, unall ſhe claims the above 
two thouſand pounds, according to the intent and 
meaning of this will. 

Alf, J give and bequeath to my well beloved ſon 
John Bale, whom I likewiſe conſtitute, make, and or- 
dain my ſole executor of this my laſt will and teſtament, 
all and fingular my lands, — and tenements, by 
him freely to be poſſeſſed and enjoyed. And 1 do here- 
by utterly diſallow, revoke, and diſannul, all and every 
other former teſtaments, wills, legacies, bequeſts and 
executors, by me in any ways before- named, willed and 
bequeathed; ratifying and confirming this, and no 
other, to be my laſt will and teſtament. In witneſs 
whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal the day 
and year above written. | 
Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, pro- John Bale. 

nounced, and declared, by the | 

aid John Bale, as his laft 

«vill and fences 8 jr the 

breſence of us theſubſeribers, 

pref V. Aas Baker, 

Fohn Smith, 
George Adams. 

N. B. Va will be already made, and the perſon hath 
mo mind to alter it, but to add ſomething more, there may 
be affixed the following Codicil or Schedule to it, and it 
will land guod in law as fart of the will, after being 


Properly abilneſſed. 
2 * 2. A Cadicil, 


ath 


may 
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Co dicil, or Schedule to à will, 


E it known to all men by theſe preſents, That 1 
John Bale, of the city of London, packer, have 
made and declared by my laſt will and teſtament in 
writing, bearing date the third day of October, one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and I the ſaid Jahn Bale, 


by this preſent Codicil, do ratify and confirm my ſaid 
lat will and teſtament, and do give and bequeath unto: 
my loving godſon William Millar, the ſum of fifty 
pounds, of good and lawful money of England, to be 
paid to him the ſaid "liam Millar, by my executor, 
out of my eſtate; and my will and meaning is, that 
this Codicil, or Schedule be adjudged to be a part and 
parcel of my laſt will and teſtament; and that all thin 

therein mentioned and contained, be faithfully and 
truly performed, and as fully and amply in every re- 
ſpect, as if the ſame were ſo declared and ſet down in 
my ſaid laſt will and teſtament. Witneſs my hand this 


wow day of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
an ; 


; T7 ohau Bale. 


a Mi... Mo. 


_—_ = — 


A DEED OF GIFT. 


O all people to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, I 
George Howard do ſend greeting. Know ye that I 


the ſaid George Howard of the pariſh of S. Leonard, 


Shoreditch in the county of Middk/ex, gardener, for and 
in conſideration of the love, good-will, and affection 
which I have and do bear towards my loving ſiſter Mary 
Page, of the ſame pariſh and county, widow ; have 
given and granted, and by theſe preſents do freely give 
and grant unto the ſaid Mary Page, her heirs, execu- 
tors, or adminiſtrators, all and ſingular my goods and 
chattels, now being in my preſent houſe, known by 
the name of the White Swan; of which theſe preſents 
I have delivered her, the ſaid Mary Page, an inventory 
ſigned with my own hand, and bearing date, to have 
and to hold all the ſaid goods and chattels in the ſaid 

R 2 premiſes, 
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2 or dwelling-houſe, to her the ſaid Mary Page, 
er heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, from hence. 
forth, as her and their proper goods and chattels abſo. 
Jutely, without any manner of condition. In witnef 
whereof I have hereunto put my hand and ſeal, this 
tenth day of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred 


George Harvard, 
Signed, ſealed and delivered, 
in the preſence of us, 
. 
C. D. 


Note, This precedent may be extended to the giving 
away of cattle, corn, kouſe or land, if nat entailed, &c. 
but the particulars muſt be named. 


—_—_ 


An INDENTURE rox an APPRENTICE. 


HIS indenture witneſſeth, That Benjamin Webb, 

ſon of Richard Webb, late of Guildford, in the 
county of Syrry, hath put himſelf, and by thefe pre- 
ſents doth voluntarily, and of his own free will and 
accord, put himſelf apprentice to Charles Bellamy, citi- 
zen and linen-draper of Landon, to learn his art, trade 
or myſtery, after he manner of an apprentice, to ſerve 
him from the day of the date hereof, tor and during the 
full term of ſeven years next enſuing; during all which 
time he the ſaid apprentice his ſaid maſter ſhall faith- 
fully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, his lawful commands eve- 
ry where gladly obey. He ſhall do no damage to his 
ſaid maſter, nor ſee it to be done by others, without 
letting or giving notice thereof to his ſaid maſter. He 
ſhall not waſte Ys ſaid maſter's goods, nor lend them 


unlawfully to others. He ſhall not commit fornication, 
nor contract matrimony within the ſaid term. At cards, 
dice, or any unlawful game, he ſhall not play, where- 
by his ſaid maſter may be damaged. With his own 
goods, or goods of others, during the ſaid term, without 
licence of his ſaid maſter, he ſhall neither buy nor 955 

- * 
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He ſhall not abſent himſelf day nor night from his ſaid 
maſter's ſervice, without his leave, nor haunt alehou- 
ſes, taverns, playhouſes: but in all things behave 
himſelf as a faithful apprentice ought to do, durin 

the ſaid term. And the faid maſter Rall uſe the ut 


of his endeavours to teach, or cauſe to be taught and 
inſtructed, the ſaid apprentice in the trade and myſtery 


he now profeſſeth, occupieth or followeth ; and pro- 
cure and provide for him the ſaid apprentice ſufficient 
meat, drink, apparel, waſhing and lodging, fitting 
for an apprentice, during the ſaid term. And for the 
true performance of all and every the ſaid covenants 
and agreements, either of the ſaid parties bind them- 
ſelves unto the other by theſe preſents. In witneſs 


whereof they have interchangeably put their hands and 


ſeals, this tenth day of Nevember, in the year 
of the reign of our ſovereign lord George III. by the 
2 of God, king of Great-Britain, France and Ire-- 
and, defender of the faith; and in the year of our 
Lord God one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
Benjamin Webb, - 


| Charles Bellamy. 
Gerrge Fohnſon, Wiitneſſes. 
Thomas Pine, : 


Note, Jan apprentice be inrolled, he cannot ſue out his 
indenture, but up;n prof of unmerciful uſage, want off 
wittuals, and other neceſſaries, or his maſter's being inca- 
fable of teaching him his trade, or not cauſing it /o to be 
d.ne at his own proper charge by others. And the ſame 
hulds pred in relation to 4 miſtriſs. But there being no 
inrullment as indenture may be ſued ont, without ſ/dews 
ing cauſe, in any city or corporation, &C, 
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K NOW all men by theſe preſents, that 1, A. B. 


of for and in conſideration of the ſum of 
to me in hand paid, at and before the 

ſealing and delivery hereof, by C. D. of 
the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have 
bargained and ſold, and by theſe preſents do bargain 
| R 3 and 


"of 
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and fell unto the ſaid C. D. all the goods, houſhold- 
ſtuff, and implements of houſhold, and all other goods 
whatſoever, mentioned in the ſchedule hereunto an- 
nexed, now remaining and being in 
To have and to hold all and ſingular the goods, houſ- 
hold ſtuff, and implements of houſhold, and every of 
them, by theſe preſents, bargained and fold unto the 
ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, 
for ever. Ard I the ſaid A. B. for myſelf, my exccu- 
tors and adminiſtrators, all and fingular: of the ſaid 
goods, unto the ſaid C, D. his executors, adminiſtra- 
tors and aſſigns, againſt me he ſaid 4. B. my execu- 
tors, adminittrators and aſſigns, and againſt all, and 
every other perſon and perſons whatſoever, ſhall and 
will warrant, and for ever defend, by theſe preſents ; 
of which goods I the ſaid 4. B. have put the faid C. 
D. in full poſſzflion, by delivering him one filver tank- 
ard, &c. at the ſealing hereof: In witneſs whereof, I 
have hereunto put my ** and ſeal, this tenth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord God, one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and 

A. B. 


Signed ſcaled, and delivered, 
in the preſence of us, : 
| C. D. 


Z. F. 


A GENERAL RELEASE. 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Timothy 

Love peace, of London, in the county of Middleſex, 
grocer, having remiſed, releaſed, and for ever quit 
claim to John Needy, of Iſlington, in the county afore- 
ſaid, carpenter, his heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, 
of all, and all manner of action and actions, ſuits, bills, 
bonds, writings, debts, dues, duties, accompts, ſum 
and ſums of money, leaſes, mortgages, judgments by 
confeſſion, or otherwiſe obtained, executions, extents, 
quarrels, controverſies, treſpaſſes, damages and de- 
mands whatſoever, which by law or equity, or other- 
wife ſoever, I the ſaid Timothy Lawepeace, . 

| al 


| pounds, ſhillings, and 
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faid John Needy ever had, and which I, my heirs, ex- 
ecutors, adminiſtrators, [hall or may claim, challenge 
or demand, for or by reaſon, means, or colour of any 
matter, cauſe or thing whatſover, from the begin- 
ning of the world to the day of the date of theſe pre- 
ſents ; In witneſs whereof 1 have hereunto ſet my hand 
and ſeal, this fifth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


T imothy Love peace. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
_ firſt legally ſtam ped, 
in the preſence of us, 
A. B. 
C. D. 
» * All the foregoing precedents muſt be æurele upon 
fHamped paper, otherwiſe they will be of no effect. 


——_——Cik 


T hree Farms very neceſſary for Perſons in Buſineſs. 
NOTE or HAND. 


London, Feb. 12, 179 
N demand (or after date) I promiſe to 
pay Mr. Trufl, or order, the ſum of 
pounds, ſhillings, and pence, for value 
received ; | . 
A. D. 


* Mr. Tru, to make this note negotiable, muſt in- 
dorſe his name on the back, and ſo muſt every perſon thre* 
whoſe hand it goes. 


BILL or EXCHANGE. 


SIR, London, Feb. 12, 179 
NE month after date (ſight, or at ſight) pleaſe to 
pay Mr, Obligation, or order, the ſum of 

pence, and place the 
ſame to the account of 
Your humble ſervant, 
To : | D. E. 
Mr. —merchant, Cornhill, 
* * Before 
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* Before this bill is rendered properly negotiable, or 


can be demanded when due it muſt be accepted by the mere 


chant, and indorſed by the perſon in whoſe favour it is 
drawn, and alſo by all ſuch as receive it afterwards, in 


6aſe of failure on the acceptor's fide. 


— — — — 


— — 


ME MOR AND UM. 
Which is neceſſary to bind a ſudden Bargain. 


Mem. \ \ TE E. G. and S. D. do hereby mutually 
agree to, &c. (or abide by the abrue men- 
timed articles of agreement) and, in witneſs whereof, - 


we do hereunto ſet our hands, this day of Feb- 
ruary, 179 
. D. E. 
Witneſs, T. Z. G. H. 


*7* Each of the parties engaged in this memorandum” 


muſt have a duplicate of it. 


* Our readers are requeſted to obſerve, that no in- 
Hrument of writing whatever muſt be dated with the day 
of the month en which Sunday falls, becauſe ſuch errors 
ure always deemed invalid by law, 
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COMPLETE PETITIONER. 


S the very word Petition implies a want, the lan- 
guage of Petitions ſhould be at once the moſt 
humble and reſpectful imaginable, 

A Petition ſhould be expreſſive and brief; expreſſive, 
to move the paſſions of the perſon addreſſed ; and brief, 
not to appear tedious ; for perſons in power have but 
little time, and perſons in affluence but ſmall inclina- 
tion to peruſe long details of diſtreſs. A ſhort petition, 
plainly written, which may be read with eaſe in a trifle 
of time, will always prove the more effectual. 

Let the writer be careful to place the introductory ſu- 
perſcription and addreſs, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the body of the petition, and the concluding prayer 
likewiſe ſhould never be crowded near the preceding 
words, 5 

8 
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As many unfortunate perſons, under ſentence of 
death or tranſportation, prompted by the natural defire 
of life, or liberty, wiſh to petition his Majeſty to ex- 
tend his royal clemency towards them, but are nnac- 
quainted with the mode, we ſhall here inform ſuch of 
the moſt probable means of proving ſucceſsful, as well 
as inſtruct any other perſons of inferior ſtation to addreſs 
their ſuperiors with propriety upon any emergency. 

With reſpe& to a petition to the King, it is improper 
to deliver it into his own hands, unleſs ſome perſon of 
conſideration can be procured to preſent it. A petition 
N ee to appear before his Majeſty ſnould be ſigned 
by ſome reſpectable names, and ſent directed for his 
Majeſty to the Secretary of State's office in Whitehall, 
as that is the proper channel by which it ſhould be 
conveyed. The petitioner may then ſet forth every fa- 
vourable circumſtance properly confirmed by the ſigna- 
ture of ſome reſpectable names in another petition to 
the Recorder, as on his report, if the petitioner is con- 
demned to die, his fate will in a great meaſure depend. 


e — 


PETIT LO NS 
From a Perſon under Sentence of Death for Murder.. 


To the King's Myſt Excellent Majeſty. 
T he humble Petition of A. B. 
Moft reſpeA fully ſheweth, 
1 Majeſty's unfortunate petitioner was 
convicted at the laſt * Old Bailey ſeſſions, of the 
horrid crime of murder, and received ſentence of death. 
accordingly ; yet he hopes, from your Majeſty's hu- 
manity, as there are ſeveral circumſtances in his favour, 


to partake of that royal clemency, which delights in 
bringing bleſſings to the afflicted. 


——_— — 
— 


* [t is proper to mention the particular ſeſſion, as there- 
are frequently many of the ſame name ander confinement at 


* 


the ſame times 


* A 
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As it appeared upon his trial that he did not act by 
the influence of premeditated malice, but a ſudden guſt 
of paſſion, he humbly hopes to obtain that indulgent 
conſideration which he has no doubt but your Majelty's 
humane diſpoſition will deem his unhappy caſe deſerv« 
ing of, that through your Majeſty's benevolence, he 
may live to atone for his paſt crimes and follies, and be- 
come an example to others, and a grateful monument 
of your Majeſty's royal clemency. 


And your Majeſty's humble petitioner, as in duty 


bound will ever pray. 


_ 


From a Perſon under Sentence of Death for a Robbery, or 
a Burglary. : 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Mcft reſpeAfully fbewweth, 
"HAT your Majeſty's moft unhappy petitioner 
was convicted in ſeſſions, for having 


committed (a robbery, or burglary) and received ſen- 
tence of death accordingly ; but from the known bene- 
volence of your Majeſty's diſpoſition, he humbly pre- 
ſumes to throw himſelf at your ſeet, and hopes to ex- 
perience that royal clemency which has ſo often been 
extended to dry the tears of diſtreſs. 5 

He is truly ſenſible of the enormity of his crimes, a 
ſincere penitent for having committed them ; and hopes, 
through your Majeſty's humane conſideration, to make 
amends for his paſt tranſgreſſions, by being a grateful 
ſubject, an vel member of ſociety, a comfort to his 
friends, and a credit to himſelf, in any part of your 
Majeſty's dominions, which in your royal wiſdom you 
may pleaſe to appoint, 


5 Your 
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Your Majeſty's petitioner hath * fix children, and a 
wife at preſent pregnant, he therefore humbly implores 
your Majeſty's compaſſion to be extended to a miſerable 
huſband, an unhappy father, and a penitent ſinner. 
And that concord may dwell in your Majeſty's councils, 
bleſſings await your family, and proſperity attend your 
reign. 


Your Majeſty's humble petitioner, as in duty bound, 
- will ever pray t. 


From the Widrw of a Military Officer, ſoliciting for a 


enflon. 
To the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, | 
"TY AT your petitioner is the widow of the decea- 
ſed major D-—, of the regiment of foot, 
That your petitioner's late huſband ſerved your Ma- 
jeſty faithfully and loyally above thirty years ; and, 
during that time, having nothing to ſubſiſt on but his 
pay, and a large family to bring up, he died a few 
months ago, and left your petitioner utterly unprovided 
for, and four infant daughters, expoſed to all the hard- 
ſhips of an injurious world. That your petitioner has 
already applied to ſome of your Majeſty's miniſters, 
without ever om an anſwer, and being deſtitute 
of every comfort, and even uy of life, has ven- 
tured to preſent her petition at the foot of the throne, 
Her own life has been ſpent in diſcharging her do- 
meſtic duties, and her huſband's in venturing his life 
in defence of your Majeſty's perſon and government. 
From your Majeſty's great goodneſs, ſhe has every 


J 


* This part, when requiſite, to be omitted. - 
+ With the alteration of a few words, the ſame petition 
will ſerve for either ſex, 


thing 
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thing to hope, and to you, as the common father of 
your people, ſhe looks up with the greateſt anxiety, 
that your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to or- 
der a ſmall annuity for her ſupport, and to enable 
her to beſtow on her children an education ſuitable 
to the rank of one of your Majeſty's military ſervants, 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


To the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury, for a Place in the Stamp Office, 


The bunble petition of A. B. 


Sheaueth, 


" HAT your petitioner has formerly lived in cre- 
1 dit in the world, but through the variety of 
loſſes in trade, 1s reduced, with his family, to the 
loweſt ſtate of poverty and deſtitute of the neceſſaries 
of life; and being deſirous to diſcharge his duty as a 
huſband, and a father, he has preſumed to addreſs 
himſelf to your lordſhip, for one of the preſent va- 
cant places of diſtributors in the Stamp. office, and 
for which he can make it appear he is properly qua- 
lified, and will produce people of reputation to his 
character, and who (if required) will have ſecurity 
for his fideli:y. Being fully convinced that yonr 
lordſhip*'s readineſs to relieve diſtreſſed merit, and 
your great humanity to every one in diſtfeſs, he is 
filled with the chearful hopes, that his requeſt will 
meet with a favourable reception, and your lordſhip 
will reflect with pleaſure, that your bounty has ref. 
cued him from miſery, and enabled his family to en- 


joy thoſe comferts of life to which they have long 
been [irangers. 


And your petitioner, aiin duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


8 To 


206 eETITEFONS: 


To the ſame, for a Tide Waiter's Place in the Cuſtoms 
Houſe. 


To the Right Honourablt the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 


the Treaſury, 
The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


TA your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
brought up in a trade, which at preſent is ſo 
bad that few hands areemployed in it, and even thoſe 
can ſcarce procure a ſubſiſtence. Thatyourpetitioner 
has ſought for every opportunity to obtain employ- 
ment in vain, and at preſent is left in a very diſtreſſ- 
ed condition, That your petitioner being deſirous 
to apply himſelf to ſome uſeful employment, and 
finding that ſome tide-waiters are at preſent wanting 
on the river, bas, with the greateſt humility, pre- 
ſumed to beg of your lordſhip to be employed as one. 
He his ready to produce proofs of his ability to diſ- 
charge the duty of that ſtation, and if ſo happy as 
to ſeem worthy of your lordſhip's notice, he ſhall, 
on all occaſions, obſerve the ſtricteſt fidelity, and 
make it appear to the world that he has not been 
anworthy of your favour. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


e . . > * 
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To the ſame, for a Place in the Excijz. 


To the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


of HAT your petitioner had the misfortune not to 
be broughtupto any other employment than thar 
ofapentleman's ſervant,in which [tation he continued 
till laſt year, when be married, and was diſcharged 
from his place. That your petioner being out of all 
manner of employment,and having learned the whole 
art and myltery of gavging, hehaspreſumed to addreſs. 
himſelf to your lordſhip, for one of the preſent vacant 
places of a common exciſeman, in any part oftheking« 
dom where your lordſhip ſhall think proper to order, 
His conduct has always been blameleſs, and his cha. 
rafter will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and on all occa« 
fions he will make it his principal ſtudy to diſcharge 
every part of his duty with the utmoſt fidelity. 
And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a decayed Tradeſman, to the Preſident and Gover- 


nors of Chriſt's Hoſpital, for the Admiſſion of à Boy 
on that Foundation. 


. The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


"SAL your petitioner has lived many years in 
credit, but through long ſickneſs, and many 
loſſes in trade, is unable to beſtow upon his young- 
eſt ſon an education ſuitable to qualify him for an 
honeſt employment, by which he might become uſe- 
ful in ſociety. That your petitioner 1s a freeman 
of the city of London, and while in proſperity ſerved 
all the offices in his pariſh, That his other children 
are ſo far grown up, as to be already bound appren- 
tices to different trades, without ever having any 

| 9 2 alliance 
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aſſiſtance either from public or private charities, 
That your petitioner would not have made this re. 
queſt, had he not been impelled by the greateſt neceſ- 
ſity. That your petitioner has nothing more to ſub- 
fiſt on, but what he earns by his daily labour, and 
which 1s ſcarce ſufficient to procure him the neceſ- 
ſaries of life. In conſideration cf which he humbly 
begs your honours will be pleaſe to take the premiſes 
into conſideration, and admit a friendleſs boy on 
your foundation. 


And your petitioner, ai in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— 


From a young Man, late Uſher to an Academy, to be ad- 
mitted a Clerk in the Bank. 


To the Governors and Directors of the Bank of England. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner was formerly uſher and 

accomptant in an eminent academy in Surry; 
but having lately married, was diſcharged from his 
office, as none but ſingle men are permitted to reſide 
in thoſe ſeminaries, . That your petitioner being 
willing to do every thing in his power fora ſupport 
as an honeſt man, and being properly qualified to 
diſcharge all the duties incumbent on a clerk of the 
Bank, he has preſumed to take this method of ap- 
plying to the honourable directors. His character 


will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and ſeveral gentlemen 


will give ſufficient ſecurity for any truſt repoſed in 
him. He has greater reaſon to hope for ſucceſs, as 
he is not capable of following any other employment 
ſaving only that of the pen ; and if ſo happy as to 
obtain his requeſt, it ſhall be his conſtant ſtudy to 
diſcharge with fidelity every duty of that ſtation. 


And, ai in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Fren 


E SES _— —_ 
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From a diſabled Porter, to the Poſtmaſter-General, to. 
be admitged as a Leiter Carrier. 


To the Right Honourable the Poftmaſier-General, 


The humble Petition of A,B. 


Sheweth, 


TI your petitioner was brought up to the bu- 
1 ſineſs of a porter, and by extreme hard labour 
procured a ſubſiſtence for himſelf, together with a 
wife and four children, That your petitioner had 
the misfortune one day to fall down under a load, 
by which two of his ribs were broken, and otherwiſe 


ſo much hurt, as to be unable to carry loads for the 


future. That your petitioner was fix months in St. 
Thomas's hoſpital, during which time his wife and 
family were in a ſtarving condition, being obliged 
to pawm their cloaths for the common neceflaries of 
life. What when your petitioner was diſcharged 
from the hoſpital, he conſidered it as his duty to 
look for ſome employment ſuitable to the weak tate 
in which his misfortune had left him. That having 
heard that one of your meſſengers was dead, and be- 
ing well acquainted with every part of the town, he 
thought himſelf properly qualified to act as a letters 
carrier, and for that purpoſe has preſumed to preſent 
this petition to your lordihip, That your petition- 
er's character will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and if 
ſo happy as to ſucceed, will give ſecurity (if de- 


manded) and in all things act with the grealt fide» 
lity. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


8 3 From 
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From a young Man, to be admitted as a Purſer in the 
Eaſtl-India Service. 


Tothe Chairman and Directors of the Honourable Uni- 
ted Eaſi-India Company. 


T he humble Pitition of A, B. 


Sheabeth, 


THAT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip 

to a ſilk mercer, and was diſcharged with a pro- 
per certificate of his upright behaviour. That not 
having money to ſet up as a maſter, and being but 
Iittle acquainted with the world, he was obliged to 
look out for ſome other employment; and having 
an earneſt deſire to viſit foreign countries, he has 
preſumed to addreſs himſelf to the direQtors of the 
Eaſt India Company, in hopes of obtaining the place 
of one of their purſers, Certificates will given 
of his ability for that office, ſecurity de d for 
whatever truſt is lodged with him, and his duty diſ- 
charged with the ſtricteſt fidelity. That your peti- 
tioner is at preſent out of all manner of employment, 
and would willingly ſpend his youth in being uſeful 
to himſelf and conſtituents; nor does he deſite any 
further encouragement than his merit ſhall apparent. 


ly entitle him to, and if ſo happy as to ſucceed, 
mall, | 


As in duty bound, will ever pray, 
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pray. 


To 


— 
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To the ſame, from a young Gentleman, to be Surgeon's 
Mate. * 


To the Chairman and Directars of the Honcurable Uni- 
ted faſt India Company, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Shewweth, 


"HAT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip 

to an eminent ſurgeon in the country, and aft- 
terwards attended the practice of the differeat hoſ- 
pitals in London; that having been examined at the 
company's hall, he was diſcharged with a certificate 
of his ability to exerciſe the profeſſion of a ſurgeon, 
either at home or abroad, That your petitioner be- 
ing young, would willingly ſpend ſome part of his 
time in viſiting different nations, particularly the 
Eaſt-Indies, in order to make himſelf acquainted 
with the diſorders peculiar to thoſe climates: that 
not having it in his power to go at his own expence, 
he has preſumed to ſolicit the honourable ditectors 
to be admitted as ſurgeon, or ſurgeon's mate, on 
board of one of their outward bound ſhips; and as 
he preſumes that his abilities will be found ſufficient 
for the diſcharge of his duty, fo likewiie it ſhall be 
his principal ſtudy to treat every one of the patients 
committed to his care with the greateſt humanity, 
That your petitioner ſhall, in all things, conform 
to the rules preſcribed for his conduct, and if fo 
happy as to ſucceed, 


As in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


To the Same, from a Labourer, deſiring to be aamitted 
Porter, 


To the Chairman and Directors of the Honourable Uni- 
ted Eaſt India Company. 


The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
HAT your petitioner has ſerved ſixteen years as 
a labourer inthe tea warehouſe belonging to the 
honourablecompany, & that during the above time he 
| has 
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has conſtantly attended his duty, and his conduct has 
been always approved of by his ſuperiors. That your 
petitioner is now the oldeſt labourer in the houſe, 
nor has he had any thing to ſubſiſt on during the 
whole time of his ſervitude, beſides his ſtated wages. 
That he has brought up a large family of childten, 
and nas at preſent a fickly wife, far advancedin years. 
That the eider porter of that department to which I 
belong being lately deceaſed, and there being ſeve- 
ral candidates to ſucceed him, | have laid hold of 
the ſame opportunity with them; and although [ 
have not any fault to find in the conduct of my op- 
ponents, yet it is poſſible the following circumſtances 
may plead in my favour, viz, My long ſervitude, — 
my adyanced years, —and my wife's infirmities ; and 
if in compaſſion to my diſtreſs you will be pleaſed io 
grant my requett, it ſhall be the beſineſs of my fue 
ture life, to act with the ſame conſcientious fidelity 
in a more elevated ſtation, as I always have done 
in that of a more inferior. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— 


From an aged Gentlewoman in Dire, to a Gentleman, 
diſtant Relation. 


To ; S. Ez. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


'T*HAL your petitioner has the honour to be nearly 
related to your family, your mother being my 
aunt. That your petitioner, whilſt very young, was 
married to an eminent merchant inBriſtol, with whom 
ſhe lived happy many years, That your petitioner's 
huſband was largely engaged in the trade to the coaſt 
of Guinea, and the Weſt-Indies. That during the 
Jate war he had ſhares in ſeveral ſhips trading to and 
from thoſe parts, and in their laſt voyage be unfortu- 
nately forgot to inſure them. That two of thoſe ſhips 

were 


i 
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were attacked and taken by a French privateer, which 
obliged your petitioner's huſband to ſtop payment, 
and his creditors took out a commiſſion of bankrupt - 
Cy. That your petitioner's huſbind was ſo affected 
with his loſs, that he ſoon after died of 2 broken 
hea't, and lef: your petitioner deſtitute of every 
nece ſſary of life. Phat your petitioner, confiding in 
your great humanity, hath preſumed to addreſs her- 
ſelf to you, That the ſmalleſt matter either towards 
my immediate ſubſiſtence, or future ſupport, ſhall 
be received with the greateſt thankfulneſs, and ac- 
knowledged with gratitude to the late ſt period of my 


life. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a decayed Citizen, to an opulent Alderman, who 
had been his Acquaintance in his Youth, 


To the worſhipful Sir Fohn Freeman, Knight, and Al. 
: derman of London. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 

HAT your petitioner ſerved his apprenticeſhip 

in the city of London, to an eminent grocer, 

and afterwards became ſhopman to another of. the 
ſame profeſſion. That your petitioner having by 
bis induſtry, ſaved ſome money, entered into buſi. 
neſs for himſelf, That having, at a great expence, 
fitted up a ſhop, he ſent large quantities of goods to 
country ſhopkeepers: that he was obliged to pay 
their notes to his creditors, and before they became 
due many of thoſe dealers became inſolvent, and your 
petitioner was obliged to receive their notes, and 
make good the deficiences. That your petitioner, 
after ſtruggling to maintain his reputation as an ho- 
neſt man, was obliged to ſtop payment, and ſubmit 
tothe diſagreeable neceſſity of becoming a bank: upt, 
That when your petitioner had obtained his certifi- 
cate, he had not wherewithal toenter into trade, and 


a journeyman's wages was not ſufficient to l 
is 
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his family. In circumſtances ſo diſtreſſing, your 
Petitioner bethoughthimſelfof making his caſe krown 
to your worſhip. He teflects, with pleaſure, on the 
many pleaſant hours he has ſpent in your company, 
when we were in the ſame claſs at Merchant taylors 
School; and if you will be pleaſed to interpoſe ſo far 
in his favour, as to procure him credit to open ſhop 
as a grocer once more in the place where he was origi- 
nally bred to that bufaneſs, and if he is ſo happy as to 
ſucceed, bis whole conduct in future life ſhall be one 
continued act of uniform virtue. 

And yeur petitioner, as in duty bound, ſball ever pray. 


— 
6— 


— 


From a decayed Citizen to the Livery, for the Place of 
Bridge Maſter. 


To the Livery of the City of London, 
The humble petition of A. B. 


Shewtth, 
THAT your petitioner ſerved his apprenticeſhip 

ia the city of London, and was entered free of 
the Haberdaſhers Company. That he ſet up for 
himſelf as a maſter , and carried on buſineſs with cre- 
Cit and reputation for the ſpace of near thirty years : 
that duting that time he brought up a large family of 
children, and pave them an education ſuitable to 
their ſtation in life; that during the courſe of his 
trade, he met with a great variety of loſſes by the mis - 
fortunes of ſome, and the iniquity of others: that 
finding he was not able to make good his payments 
any longer, he ſold his whole ſtock in trade, and paid 
his creditors twenty ſhillings in the pound, chu» 
ſing rather to ſuffer every hardſhip than involve ano- 
ther in diſtreſs. That your petitioner has ſerved all 
Pariſh and ward-offices, and on all occafions behaved 
as a good citizen : that your petitioner has ſeveral 
times applied to the livery for ſome one of thoſe 
Places in their gift, but bath been hitherto diſap- 
pointed: 
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pointed : that one of the places of Bridge-maſter be- 
ing now vacant, and your petitioner being every way 
qualified for that office, has preſumed to ſolicit the 
votes and intereſt of his fellow-citizens. Security will 
be given for his fidelity, and he will, on every occa- 
ſion, acknowledge your kindneſs with gratitude. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


r — 
— 


CS 


From a poor Woman, whoſe Huſband was lately dead, 
ſoliciting for a weekly Penſion from the Parish. 


To the Miniſter, Church-wardens, and Overſeers of 
the Par iſh of B, 


T he humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner's late huſband was a labo- 
rious, and induſtrious honeſt man ; that he was 

both by birth and ſervitude one of your pariſhioners. 
That whilſt he enjoyed his health, it was his conſtant 
practice todo every thing ie his power for the ſupport 
of his family: that he was lately ſeized with a violent 
fever, which, after two weeks illneſs, terminated in 
his death. That your petitioner was left entirely 
deſtitute, with threchelpleſechildten: that your peti- 
tioner is willing to doevery thing in her power towards 
their ſupport by her own labour: but that being in- 
ſufficient, ſhe has preſumed to preſent a ſtate of her 
caſe to you, humbly praying that a ſmall matter may 
be allowed her weekly, which with the profits arifing 


from her labour, will enable her to bring up her chil- 
dren uſeful members of ſociety, 


And your peiitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall truer pray. 


Frou 
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From a working Man tothe Truſfttes of a Charity School, 
in behalf of a Boy, 


To the Truftees of B. 
The humble petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 


"FT: HAT your petitioner was brought up to the trade 

of a ſhoe- maker : that he has followed that em- 
ployment in your pariſh theſe ten years, and behaved 
himſelf ſoberly and honeſtly : that your petitioner har 
a large family of children & his principal defire is to 
ſee them brought up as uſeful members of ſociety : 
that the ſmall ſum he receives as wages for his work, 
is not ſufficient for ſo beneficial a purpoſe 3 and 
knowing that your ſchool is eſtabliſhed for inſtructing 
the children of the induſtrious poor, he humbly prays 
that his ſon, a boy of ſix years of age may be admit- 
ted, in order to Qualify him for ſome uſeful employ- 
ment. 


And as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


nnn 


Frem a poor Man in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, to a Gen- 
tleman who lived in the ſame Neighbourhood, 


To R. D. Ei; 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sbeavet h, 


92 HAT your petitioner was brought up to 
the trade of a cabinet maker, and by con- 
ſtant application to buſineſs was able to ſupport 
himſelf, together with a wife and four children, 
That about ſx months ago your petitioner was 
ſeized with a ſevere illneſs, which has confined him 
to his bed ever ſince. That during that time he was 
obliged to pawn his cloaths, and every neceſſary in 
order to procure a ſubliſience for himſelf and family. 
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That being ſtill in a languiſhing condition, and deſti- 


tute of every manner of ſubſiſtence, | have ventured, in 


great humility, to lay my diſtreſſed caſe before you. 


The ſmalleſt matter for an immediate ſupport will 
be ever gratefully acknowledged. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhell ever pray. 


he — 


From a poor Widow, to a Lady with whom ſhe had for- 
merly lived as a Servant. 


To the Right Honourable the Counteſs P. 
T he humble Petition of A. B. 


- Sheweth, 


T* AT your petitioner was formerly one of your 

domeſtic ſervants in the character of a chamber- 
maid; that ſhe was married from your Ladyſhip'shouſe 
to John Porter, a victualler, at the ſign of the Red- 
lion in Thirft-ſtreet : that your petitioner's huſband 
Jately died inſolvent, and left your petitioner with 
five young children, helpleſs and unprovided for: that 
your petitioner being well convinced of your lady- 
ſhip's great goodneſs, has preſumed to approach you 
in this manner, earneſtly praying that your ladyſhip 
will deign to look with compaſſion on a diſtreſſed 
widow, and take under your kind protection one or 
more of her helpleſs children, ſo as they may be 
brought up in the paths of virtue. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall tur pray. 


T From 
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From a Widow of a Sails, requeſting that her Daughter 
mightbe admitted into the Aſylum, 


Tothe Right Honourable the Preſident and V ice Prefidents 
of the Aſylum for Orphans, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
13 AT ydur petitioner is the widow of M. late ma- 
riner on board his majeſty's ſhip the Revenge: 
that your petitionet's huſband was killed on board the 
ſaid ſhip, fighting in defence of his majeſty's per ſon 
and government: that your'petitioner had the mis for- 
tune to be left with an infant daughter, whom ſhe 
has by her labour ſupported till this time: that your 
petitioner is earneſily defirous that her child might 
receive ſuch an education as would qualify her foran 
uſeful member of ſociety ; and as it is not in the pow- 
er of your petitioner to be at that expence, ſhe hum- 
bly prays that her daughter, whois now ſeven years 
of age, may be admitted as one of the orphans of 
your foundation. Li 
And year Pttitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


2 ** — 


— 


* 


From a diſcharged Soldin, to be admitted into Chelſea» 
Hoſpit al. 


To the Honourable Lieutenant General B. Governor of 
Cbelſea, &c. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 

 Shberwveth, © 

HAT your petitioner ſerved twenty years as a 

private centinel in the twelfth regiment of foot 

and during the whole time behaved as became a good 
ſoldier : that he was in every engagement during the 
laſt war in America; and although he did not receive 
any wounds, yet when he returned to his native coun- 


try, hishealth was ſo much impaired, that the com- 
manding 
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manding officer was obliged to diſcharge him from 
the regiment: that your petitioner, not having been 
braught up to any trade, has no other way of procur- 
ing a ſubſiſtence, but by applying to your honour to 
be admitted either as an in or out- penſioner on the 
royal foundation at Chelſea. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſpall ever pray. 


— 
n * " 


— — — 


From a Sajlir, to be admitted on the Cheſt at Chatham, 
To the Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Navy. 
' The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


1 AT your petitioner ſerved ten years on board 

Dreadnought, where he received a wound on his 
ſhoulder, which occaſioned his being diſcharged, and 
When he returned to bis native country, he found him- 
ſelf unable to work for his living: that having faith- 
fully, and at the hazard of his life, ſerved his king 
and country, he humbly hopes that your honours will 
conſider him as a fit object of being admitted as a pene 
ſioner on the ſeamen's cheſt at Chatham, 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


_— * — — — 


From a Girl of the Town, bs be admitted into the Mag- | 
dalen. 
To the Right Honourabl: the Prefedent, and Governors of 
the Magdalen, for the reception of penitent Proſtitutes, 


The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


"PAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
=» feduced by a young man under promiſe of mar- 

riage, although he afterwards deſerted her: that your 
petitioner being with child, was diſcharged from her 
ſervice, and aſhamed to return to her relations : that 
T 2 being 
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being admitted into one of the lying-in hoſpitals, ſhe 
was delivered of a dead child. That finding her cha- 
rater was ruined, ſhe unhappily contracted an AC- 
quaintance with ſome women of the town, who led 
her into all manner of debauchery; that being truly 
ſenſible of her guilt, and willing to return to the 
paths of virtue, ſhe has preſumed to apply to your 
worſhips, humbly praying that ſhe may be admitted 
on your foundation, and ſolemnly promiſes that her 
life ſhall be aniformly virtuous. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


AY 


From Soldier to his Colonel, to be diſcharged, 
To the Honourable Colonel B. 


The bumble Petition of A. B. 
Sherwweth, 


THAT your petitioner has ſerved ten years in the 
regiment commanded by your honour, and du- 
ring the whole time bas always bebavedas became a 
good ſoldier : that having a wife and children in a diſ- 
tant part of the kingdom, and being very deſirous of 
ſettling with them, moſt humbly p-ays that your ho- 
nour will be pleaſed to diſcharge him from the 
ſervice, | 


And, as in duty bound, ſpall ever pray. 


From à decayed Tradeſman, to be admitted a Beadlt of a 
Company. 
To the Maſters, Wardens, and Court of Aſſitants of the 
Worſhipful Company of Stationers. 


The humble Petition of A. B, 
Sheaveth, 


TAT your petitioner was bred to the buſineſs of 
a ſtationer, and carried on trade for himſe f many 
years, but by loſſes, and many other misfortunes, he 
is, with an aged wife, almoſt deſtitute of * 
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That the place of a beadle to your company being 
now vacant, he humbly ſolicits your votes and inte- 
reſt to ſucceed to that employment, and by a conſci- 
entious regard to his duty, ſhall endeavour to merit 
the favour of his conſtituents. 


Anaas in duty bound, hall ever pray. 


— 
— 


From a perſon aflited with the Drep/y, to be admitted 
into an Hoſpital, 


To the Preſident and Governors of St George's- Hoſpital. 


The humble Petition of A, B. 
Sheweth, | 
4 & HAT yourpetitioner has long been afflicted with 
the dropſy, and having ſpent all that he could 
procure in paying for medicines, 1s ſtill in the ſame 
unhappy condition as before; nor does he conceive 
any hopes of recovery, unleis he 1s admitted as apati- 
ent in your hoſpital : that your petitioner is a real 
object of charity, and humbly begs to be taken un- 
der "er Care. 
And as in duty bound, Gall ever pray. 


a a l 


11 En 


From a Perſon aflited with the Venerral Diſeaſe, to be 
admitted into the Locke Hoſpital. 


To the Prefident and Governors of the Lock- Hoſdital, 


The humble petition of A. B. 
Shewweth, 

T your petitioner has the misfortune to la- 
bour under the effects of the venereal diſeaſe ; 

that your petitioner, in order to conceal his ſhame, 
applied to ſeveral of thoſe perſons called quacks, who 
gave him from time to time large quantities of their 
medicines; but ſo far from removing my diſorder, 
that I found myſelf worſe than at firſt; that your pe- 
titioner having heard of yonr charitable foundation 
for the relief of the diſtreſſed, has preſumed to beg 
S-% that 
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that you will be pleaſed to admit him into your hof- 
pital, until ſuch time as he is perfectly recovered. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— 


Frem a Stranger in Diſtreſi to the Lord Mayor, for a 
Paſs to his legal Settlement, 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor. 
7 he humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 

HAT your petitioner was ſervant to a noble. 
1 man who lately made the tour of Europe: that 
your petitioner accompanied him during the time of 
his travels, but unfcr.unately on his return he died 
at Paris: that under a variety of difficulties, your 
petitioner arrived at Calais, where he obtained a 
paſſport in his majeſty's packet to Dover: that your 
Petitioner is a native of Newcaſtle, in Northumber - 
Iind, and is obliged to travel fo far on foot: that 
he bas not any thing wherewithal to defray his ex- 
pences, and unleſs ajhited by the generofity of the 
public, moſt even periſh on the road: that your peti- 
tioner humbiy begs your lordſhip will be pleaſed to 
ſign an order for his ſubſiſlence in the different coun. 
ties through which he his obliged to paſs, before he 
ati ves at his legal ſeitlement. | 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— — —— 
2 — 


From a Priſorer for a ſmall Debt, to a Gentleman cele- 
brated for his humanity. 


20 G. E. £7; 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewveth, x 


HAT your petitioner has laboured many years to 
provide for afamily of young children; that hav. 


ivg been ſome weeks out of employment, be was whe | 
ge 


. 


"A 


Ars to 
hav- 


obli- 


ged 
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to contract a ſmall debt at a chandler's ſhop : that 
your petitioner intended to pay it as ſoon as he poſ- 
ſibly could, but his inexorable creditor ſent him a 
ſummons to the county court, and took out an 
execution againſt him, and be is now a pri- 
ſoner in Newgate, and his chi:dren ſtarving for 
want of bread : that your petitioner has often heard 
of your great goodneſs to your fellow creatures in 
diſtreſs, The whole debt and colis for which | am 
confined does not exceed forty ſhillings; and if you 
will be pleaſed to interpoſe ſo far in my favour to 
ſet me at liberty, and reſtore me to my family, my 
future life ſhall be one continued act of gratitude, 


And, as in duly bound, ſhall ever pray, 


— —_ 
— 


From a decayed Citizen, to be admitted to the Plac o f 
City-Marſhal. | 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, and the Wor- 
ſkipful Court of Aldermen, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, - 

'T H A F your petitioner has been on the livery of 

the city of London above twenty years, and car- 
ried on with reputation the trade of a wine mer. 
chant ; but through a variety of lcſſ:s in trade, and 
long ſickneſs in his family, be was obliged to 
compound with his creditors, and retire from bufi. 
neſs. That your petitioner is at preſent out of all 
manner of employment, and would willingly ſucceed 
your late marſhal ; and if ſo happy as to be conſi. 
dered worthy of your choice, he will, on every occa. 
fion, endeavour to diſcharge the duties of his (ta. 


tion with the utmoſt fidelity. 


And, as in duty bound, ſpall ter pray. 


. | From 
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From a Tradeſman in difirefſed Circumſtances, to hit 
principal Creditors, for a Letter of Licence, 


7 e. D. B. F. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheaveth, | 


H A T your petitioner hath long carried on 
buſineſs, and brought up a numerous family: 


having lately truſted goods to a conſiderable amount, 
to a perſon in whom he placed the greateſt confi- 
dence, he ſoon after became inſolvent, and he was 
obliged to ſtop payment: that altho' his debts are 
but ſmall ſums, ye: being liable to be arreſted, and 
confined in priſon, he has taken this method of ap- 
plying to you, his worthy creditors: that from a 
review of his conduct ever ſince ycu have known 
him, he preſumes you are already convinced that all 
his actions have been conſiſtent with integrity and 
honour : that your petitioner having hopes of retrier- 
ing his loſſes in a little time, moſt humbly begs that 
you will be pleaſed to fign the incloſed letter of 
licence, by which your petitioner will be enabled 
to follow his buſineſs without interruption, 


And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray. 


1 


From a Lieutenant on Half-pay, to be employed in actual 
Service, 


To the Right Honourable the Fir Lord Commiſſioner of 
tbe Admiralty. 


The humble Petition of A, B. 
Sheweth, | 

HAT during the laſt war your petitioner obtain 

ed a commiſſion as a lieutenant of matines, and 

was in ſeveral different engagements : that at the con- 
clufion of the war he was reduced to live on balf pay, 
and fince that time has had nothing but that ſmall 
pittance 


T1 


ztain*® 
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pittance to ſubſiſt on; but as ſome of his Majeſty s 
ſhips are going to be put into commiſſion, he humbly 
begs to be employed in actual ſervice in defence of 
his king and country, 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


——— _— 


a 
1 


From a perſon who had formerly been a purſer, to be re» 
inflated in the ſame Employment. 


The humble Petition of A, B. 
Sheaveth, | 
TH A T your petitioner ated as purſer on board 
his Majeſty's ſhip the Revenge, during the whole 

of the laſt war; that when he was diſcharged be 
ſought for employment among ſeveral tradeſmen, but 
unfortunately could find none, and therefore was 
obliged to live on the remainder of his wages: that 
your petitioner having heard that ſeveral of his Ma- 
Jeſty's ſhips are going to be put into commiſſion, he 
has preſumed to addreſs himſelf to your Lordſhip, 
and if ſo happy as to be reinſtated in his former em- 
ployment, he will make it his principal ſtudy to diſ- 
charge the duties of his ſtation with the ſtricteſt 
fidelity, 

And your petitioner, as tn duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Gentleman in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, to his Tay- 
lor, for a Suit of Cleats, to enable bim to appear 


decently, 
To Mr. Faircloth, 


The humble: petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 

1 your petitioner having unfortunately 
married a widow, in order to retrieve himſelf 

from a variety of mi: fortunes, under which he labour- 
ed at that time, but to his great misfortune ſhe was 
much in debt: that your petitioner has at preſent an 
opportunity of entering into buſineſs, but from a va- 
riety of afflictions is not able to appear decently in oy 
worl 0 
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world. Being willing to become an uſeful member 
of ſociety, he has preſumed to addreſs himſel{to you. 
Your petitioner, in proſperity, always employed you 
as bis taylor, and all he requeſts at preſent 1s only, 
that you would be pleaſed to truſt him with a ſuit 
of cloaths for a few months. 

| And, as in duty bound, all twer pray. 


— 


— 


From a poor working Man, who had been impreſſed for 
Sea. | 


To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty, 


The humble petition of A. B. 

Shewe'h, | - 
1 your petitioner has all bis life been a 
hard working indeſtrious man, and at preſent 
has a wife and four children, who have nothing to 
fubfiſt on but your petitioner's wages as a JOurney- 
man carpenter: that your petitioner, laſt nipht re« 
turning from his work to his family, was ſtopped by 
a preſspang, and carried on boafd a tender in the rt- 
ver, where he now is: that being utterly unacquaint- 
ed with the fea, and as inevitable ruin will be the 
conſequence to his family, he earneſtly begs that 

your lordſhips will order him to be diſcharged. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— — —ͤ— * — c.4 —— 


From a poor Clergyman, for his Son's being admitted a 

Schelar in the Charter- Houſe. | 
To the Right Honourable = Governors of the Charter- 

ouſe. 
The humble pitition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 

Jar your petitioner received a liberal education 
and took the degree of mailer of arts in the uni- 
verſity of Oxford: that your petitioner, whilſt very 
young, entered into holy orders, but never could ob. 
tain any other piefermeant than a ſmall curacy : that 
| baying 


he — FO” 
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having a large family of children, and being willing 
to fee them credirably ſettled in the world, and hav. 
ing a ſon who is deſirous to acquire the knowledge 
of the claſſics, he humbly prays that he may be ad- 
mitted as a ſcholar in the Charter Ha uſe. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


W i 


To the ſame, from an aged and decayed Tradeſman, to 
' be admitted a Penſioner. 


To the Right Honourable the Governors of the Charter- 
IND Houſe, 


The bumbl: petition of A. B. 
Shewveth, \ 


THAT your petitioner has lived many years in 


| credit as a grocer, and brought up a large fa» 
mily of children: that having been afflicted with 
Tong illneſs his buſineſs was utterly neglected; and, 


by many other loſſes, he was obliged to let his ſhop, 


after having paid all his juſt debts; that your peti- 
tioner being not only deſtitute of all manner of em- 
ployment, but alſo in great want of every neceſſary 


of life, be humbly begs to be admitted a penſioner 
in the Charter Hcuſe. * 4 


F rom a Widew to the Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſion, to 
obtain a Licence for {eeping a Public Houſe, 


To the Waorſhipful the Fuftices of D. 
The bum ble petition of A. B. 


Shewith, | 
HAT your -petitioner's late huſband was an 
eminent carpenter, and carried on a very con- 
ſiderable trade, but dying ſuddenly, his affairs were 


left in a very perplexed manner; and when your 
pertitioner employed one to ſtate the whole of her 


huſband's debts and credit, there was not above one 
hundred pounds remaining for herſelf ; that your 
| petitioner 
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petitioner has fix children atterly unprovided for, 
nor knows not-of any other way to procure them a 
ſubſiſtence, but by keeping a public-houſe; that 
ſhe has not money ſufficient to pay the good will of 
one in the common manner, and having a neat con- 
venient houſe left by her huſband, ſhe humbly begs 
that your worſhips will be pleaſed to grant her a 
licence, : 

And as in duty bound, Hall ever pray, 


From a poor Man, whoſe Goods had been ſeized for Rent, 
to à worthy Gentleman in the ſame Neighbourbood, 


ToR. D. Ey; N 
The humble petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, , 
HAT your petitioner has always laboured har 
to ſupport his family. That his wife and two 

of his children, having been long confined to a fick 
bed, run him to ſo much expences that he had it 
not in his pdwer to pay his landlord half a year's 
rent due laſt quarter-day. That your petitioner's 
landlord came yeſterday and ſeized his goods, and 
unleſs redeemed in five days, they will be appraiſed 
and fold, That your petitioner has often heard of 
your great bumanity to the afflicted, and humbly 
begs that you will ſo far interpoſe, as to ſave a poor 
honeſt man and his family from being turned into 
zhe ſtreets. 


And as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Sailer, late in the Merchants Service, to be ad- 
mitted as a Penner. 


To the Director: of the Office for wounded Seamen in the 
Merchants Service. 


The bumble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, ; 
T HAT your petitioner ſerved as a ſeaman on board 
the ſhip Nightingale, trading to the levant ; that 


your ptitioner continued near twenty years inthe ſaid 
he he ig ſervice, 


* 
* 
1 
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2 
. 


4 


PE T--T-1-0N-:S, 229 


ſervice, until he was diſabled by a fall from the miz- 


zenmalt, by which one of his arms was broken, 
and otherwiſe ſo much bruiſed, that he was utterly 
incapable of going to ſea. That not having been 
brought up to any other employment, and deſlitute 


of every neceſſary of life, he kumbly begs to be ad- 
mitted as one of your penſioners, 


And, as in duly bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a frienaleſi Boy, to the Diricbors of the Marine 
Society, 


To the Directers of the Marine Society. 
The humble Petition of A. B, 


Shewweth, 


HAT your petitioner's only remaining parent 

died a few weeks apo, and leſt your petitioner 
as an helpleſs orphan. That your petitioner is fi“ 
teen years old, and in good health, and would be 
willing to be employed in his Majelty's navy, in 
whatever ſtation your honours ſhall think proper to 
appoint; and if ſo happy as to be admitted, ſhall at | 


all times, and on every occaſion, diſcharge bis duiy 
with the greateſt chearfulneſs. 


And your ne, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Hackney Coachman who had charged more than 
his Fare, 


To the Hon, Commiſſioners for licenſing Hackney Coaches, 
The humble Petition of A, B, 
Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner was hired fromthe fland at 
Charing-croſs, to carry a fare to Richmond in 
Surry, and again to Fleet. ſtteet. That your petitioner 
not being wellacquainted with the prices, charged ſix- 
pence more than his due, for Which he is ſummgned to 
appear before your * That your peri ce, is 


bie 
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ſenfible of his fault, and extremely ſorry for his con- 
duct; and humbly prays, that, az it is the firſt time 
he ever wat guilty, and his fault arifing from igno- 


rance, your honours will be-pleaſed to excuſe him 
this time, 


And your Puiitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Hackney Coachman who bad been illegally ſums 


moned, 
To the Hon. Commiſſioners for licenſing Hackney Coaches. 
The humble Petition of A. B. | 


Shewweth, 

HAT your Petitioner was employed to carry a 

fare to Enfield, which is ten miles, and for 
which your petitioner demanded onl ten ſhillings ; 
but inſtead of being paid was groſly abuſed, and at 
Jaſt ſummoned before your honours: that your pe- 
titioner is always ready to oblige his maſter's cuſ- 
tomers, and therefore humbly prays, that your ho- 
rours will be pleaſed to order the fare to be paid, 
as alſo a proper recompence for his loſs of time, 


* 


Fron Dramas. auh had been taken riding on his Dray» 
to the Sitting Alderman. 


To the Worſhipful Sir W. B. 
The humble Petition of A, B. 


Shewweth, 

HAT your petitioner lately came from the 
4 country, and was employed as a drayman: 
that being uſed to ride in the country, he did not 
know, nor was ever told, that it was contrary to 
the law in London, and therefore inadvertently guilty 
without any deſign of giving offence: that your pe- 
titioner is ſincerely ſorry for his fault, and promiſes 
never to cffend in the like manner again, and there- 
fore humbly-prays, that your worſhip will be pleaſ- 

ed to forgive this his firſt fault. 


* And yeur Pititioner, as in du'y bound, ſpall ever pray. 
Tom 
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From a Watchman, who had got drunk on his Stand, to 
the Churchwaraens, &c, 


To the Churchwardens of C. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


F*HAT your petitioner has been ſeveral years 
ployed as a watchman in this pariſh; and al- 

ways behaved ſoberly and regularly, till laſt night 
that he was unfortunately adviſed to drink with ſome 
company, and neglected his duty: that your peti- 
tioner is truly fern fible of his folly, and heartily ſorry 
for his fault, and humbly prays, that you will excuſe 
him this once, and ſolemnly premiſes never to be 


guilty ia the like manner again, 


And your Pelitioner, at in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


» Pray 
- 


— 


From ont to be admitted a Watchman. 
To the Churchwardens of C. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


| "] HAT your petitioner has lived in pood credit 


formerly, but is now out of all manner of em- 
ployment : that be looks upon himſelf as able to diſ- 
charge the duty of a watchman in this pariſh ; and 
if ſo happy as to deſerve your notice, ſhall on every 
occalion behave as an honeſt man. 


And, as in duty bound, ſpall ever pray. 


— 


U 2: From 
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From the maſier of a Trading Veſſel to the Lords of the 
Amiralig, for a protedtien for his Men. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty. 
The humble petition of A. B. 
8heweth, | 

THAT your petitioner is now ready loaded for 2 

coaſting voyage, but the preſs for ſeamen being 
ſo extremely violent, your petitioner cannot get men 
to work his ſhip, unleſs your lordſhips will be pleaſed 
to grant them your protection. That the intereſt 
and properties of many families depend on the cargo 
I have now on board; and therefore humbly beg your 
lordſhips to grant me a protection for as many men 
as are neceſſary to work the ſhip, 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall euer pray. 


From a Lieutenant on Half-pay, to be employed in the 
Service. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Amiralty. 


The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheaveth, 

HAT your petitioner ſerved as a lieutenant dur - 
ing all the laſt war, and ever ſince has remained 
on half pay. That he is very defirous of being em- 
ployed in defence of the the juſt rights of his country, 
therefore humbly prays your lordſhips to ſend him 
on board one of the ſhips now fitting out. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a poor Waman, to the Churchwardens of C. for 
the Chriſtmas Bounty of Coali. 


To Churchwardens of C. 
The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, | : : 
V WD your petitioner was left a widow with 
two children, whom ſhe has continued to ſupport 
by her labour. That it has long been the practice 2 
pari 
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4 
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pariſh to give coals, &c, to the induſtrious poor at 
this ſevere ſeaſon ; and as your petitioner has never 
troubled the pariſh for any thing before, ſhe humbly 


prays that you will conſider her as an object of cha» 
rity. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


DI 


From a decayed Tradeſman. to have his Son admitted into 
Merchant T aylors School, 


To tbe Maſter and Wardens of the Worſhipful Company 
of Merchant Taylors. 


The humble Petition of A, B. 


Sheweth, 
T* your petitioner has long carried on trade 
in credit, and is free of your company; but 
having a numerous family, he is obliged to ſolicit 
the favour of the company to have his youngeſt ſon 
admitted as a icholar on your foundation; and if 


ſo happy as to ſucceed in this his firſt requeſt, he 


ſhal!, | 
4s in duty bound, ever pray. 


TE — — 


For a Watchman's Place at the Bank. 


To the Honeurable the Chairman, and Directors of the 
Bank of Englard. 


T he humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
HAT your petitioner was brought up to | the 
trade of a watch-gilder, but at preſent there is 
little or no employment for hands in that branch of 
buſineſs. That your petitioner has a wife and chil- 
dren, and at preſent nothing to ſupport them with ; 
that a certificate of his honeſty and induſtry is ready 
to be produced, ſigned by three reputable houſe- 
keepers; and if you will, in conſideration of his dif. 
treſs, appoint him one of your watchmen, he will 
diſcharge bis duty with the utmoſt fidelity. 
And, as in duty bound, frail ever pray, 
U3 | From 
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Frem a Widow to the Lord Almoner, for a Share of the 
King's Bounty. 


To the Right Rev. the Lord High Almoner. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheaveth, 


ITT your lotèſhip's petitioner is the widow of 
an eminent tradeſman, but by long ſickneſs and 
Other afflictions reduced to the loweſt ſtate of poverty; 
that your petitioner has no relief from any pariſh, but 
has been ſometimes charitably aſſiſted by the benevo- 
lence of fome tender- hearted chriſtians, That at 
preſent ſhe is in very preat dillreſs, and therefore 
humbly prays your lordſhip for what ſhare of his 
majeſty's royal bounty you ſhall think proper. 

And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— 


—_— * _— — 


Frem a poor Widow to the Dean of Weftminſler, for the 
weekly Allowance of Bread and Meat at the Abley, 


To the Reverend the Dean of Weſtminſter, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, | | 
THA your petitioner has lived ſoberly and ho- 


neſtly many years, and always attended divine 
ſervice : that at preſent ſhe is greatly diſt:eſſed in her 
circumitance+, although ſhe labours very hard for her 
living : that there being now a vacancy in the number 
of poor widows who receive the weekly bounty, ſhe 
humbly begs to be admitted as one, 


Ard, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From. 
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From a poor Citizen, to be admitted into Bancroft's 
Alms Houſes. 


To the W or ſhipful the Truſtees of Bancroft' s Alm Houſes, 
The humble petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
"HAT your petitioner is a native of London, 
where he ſerved his apprenticeſhip, and after- 
wards carried on buſineſs for himſelf; but by a va» 
riety of loſſes in now reduced, in his old age, to ſo- 


licit the relief of ſome public charity: that hearing 


there is at preſent a vacancy in your alms-houſes, he 
humbly begs to be admitted as one of your penſioners, 
being well convinced your worſhips will find him a 
proper object of charity. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— 


From a Vinter's Widow, to Beadmtted into the Compa- 
ny's films Houſes. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 
1 your petitioner's late huſband lived i 
great credit in Cheapſide, and was free of your 


company many years: that he died 1a very low Cir= 


cumſtances, and left your petitioner, in her old 
age, wholly unprovided for: that your petitioner 
is at preſent utterly deſtitute of all the neceſſaries of 
life, and thereiore humbly begs to be admitted 
into your alms-houſes. ; 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From 
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From a poor Widow to the Lord Chancellor. 
To the Right Honourabl: the Lord High Chancellor of 


Great Britain. 
The humble petition of A, B. 


Sheweth, 


HAT your lordſhip*s petitioner has been long 
involved in a chancery ſuit, and has ſpent all 
her ſubſtance without being able to obtain a decree, 
That your petitipner not having money to proceed 


further, humbly begs your lordſhip to ſuffer her to 
Tue in Forma Pauparis. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


— 


From the Wife of a Sailor who had been impreſſed. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty, 
The bumbl: petition of A. B. 


Sheaverh, 


N your petitioner's huſband has been abſent 
- from England theſe three years in the Eaſt-In- 
dies, and was, upon his return, imprefled into his 
majeſty's ſervice, before he had an opportunity 
of ſeitling his affairs, or even ſeeing his family 
That your petitioner is in very diſtreſſed circum- 


' ſtances, occafioned by her huſband's abſence, nor 


can ſhe receive his wages unleſs he were preſent. 
May it therefcr2 pleaſe your lordſhips, in confidera- 
tion of your petiticner's great diltreſs, to grant an 
order for her huſband's diſcharge, or at leaſt a few 
weeks liberty for him to ſettle his affairs. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Suitable 
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Suitable Hirectians for Addrefſmg Perſons of all 


Ranks both in Writing and Diſcourſe. 


O the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sire, or 
May it pleaſe your Maj „iy. 
To his Royal Highneſs George, Prince of Wales, 
Sir, or, May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 
In the ſame manner to the reſt ofthe Royal Family. 
To the Nobility, 
To his Grace the Duke of S My Lord Dake, or 
May it leaſi your Grace, or Your Grace. 
To the Moſt Noble the Marquis of H. My Lord 
Marguis, your Lordſhip. | 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of B. My Lord 


your Lordſhip. 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Viſcount D. 
My Lord, your Loreſpip. : 

To the Right Honourable the Lord F. My Lord 
your Lordſbip. 

The Ladies are addreſſed according to the rank of 
their Huſbands. 

The Sons of Dukes, Marquiſſes, and the eldeſt 
Sons of Earls have, by Courteſy of England, the 
title of Lord and Right Honeurabl:; and the title of 
Lady is given to their Daughters. 

The younger Sons of Earls, the Sons of Viſcounts, 


and Barons, are ſtiled E/quires, and Honourable, and 


all their Daughters Honourable, 

The title of Honeurable is likewiſe -conferred on 
ſech Perſons as have the King's Commiſſiun, and 
upon thoſe Gentlemen who enjoy Places of Truſt 
and Honour, 

The title of Right Honourabl: is given tono Com- 
moner, excepting thoſe Who ate members of his Ma- 
jeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, and the three 
Lord Mayors of London, York, and Dublin, and the 
Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, during their Office, 

To the Parliament. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, My Lords, or, 
May it plea/e your Lordibi pi. T 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and 
Burgeſſes in Parliament aſſembled, Gent enen, or, 
May it pleaſe your Honours. | 

To the Right Hon, C. W, C. Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, who is generally one of his 
Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, Sir. 

To the Clergy. 

To the Moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury My Lord, or, Your Grace. 

To the Right Rev the Lord Biſhop of S. My Lord, 

To the Reverend the Dean of C. or Archdeacon, 
or Chancellor of D. or Prebendary, &c. Mr. Dean, 
Reverend Sir, &c. | 

All Rectors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, and 
Clergymen of other inferior denominations are ſtiled, 
Reverend. | 

To the Officers of his Majeſty's Houſbald. 

They are far the moſt part addteſſed according to 
their Rank and Quality, though ſometimes agree- 
able to the Nature of their Office; as, My Lird Ste- 
ward, My Lord Chamberlain, Mr, Vice Chamberlain, 
c. and in all Superſcriptions of Letters, which re- 
late to Gentlemen's Employments, their Style of 


Office ſnould never be omitted; and if they bave more 


Offices than one, you need mention only the bigheſt. 
To the Soldiers and Navy. 

Tn the Army all Noblemen are ſtyled accordingly 
to their Rank, to which is added their Employ. . 

To the Hon. A. B. Eſq; Lieutenant-General, 
Major-General, Brigadier General of his Majeſty's 
Forces, Sir your honour. | 

To the Right Honourable the E. of S. Captain of 
His Mejeſty's firſt Troop of Horſe Gnards, Band of 
GentlemenPenfſioners, BandofYeomen of the Guards, 
&c. My Lord, your Lordſhip. | 

All Colonels are ilyled Honourable; all inferior 
Officers ſhould have the Name of their Employment 
ſet firſt; as for Example, to Major W. C. to Captain 
+ Hat 

In the Navy all Admirals are ſtyled Honourable, 
and Noblemen according to Quality and Office, 


Phe other Officers as in the Army, To 
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To the Ambaſſadors, Secretaries, and Conſuls, 

All the Ambaſſadors have the Title of Excellency 
added to their Quality, as have al ſo Plenipotentiaries, 
foreign Governors, and the Lord Liutenant and Lord 
Juſtices of Ireland. 

To his Excellency Sit B. C, Baronet, his Britannic 
Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary and Pienipotentiary 
to the Ottoman Port, Sir, your Excellency. 

To his Excellency E. F. Eſq ; Ambaſſador to his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Sir, or your Excellency. 

To his Excellency the Baron d'A, his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's Reſident at the Court of Great Britain, 
Sir, your Excellency. 

To Seignior W. G. Secretary to the Republic of 
Venice, Sir. 

To G. H. Eſq. his Britannic Maj:fty's Conſul at 
Smyrna, Sir, 

To the Judges and Lawyers. 

All the Judges, if Privy-Counſellors, are ſtyled 
Right Honcurable ; as for Inſtance ; 

To the Right Honourable A. B. Lord High Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain, My Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Honcurable P. V. Maſter of the 
Rolls, Sir, your Honour. 

To the Right Hon. Sir G. L. Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the King's Bench, or of the Common Pleas, My 
Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Honourable A, B. Lord Chief Baron, Sir, 
or, May it pleaſe you, Sir. 

To the Right Hon, A. D. Eſq; one of the Juſtices, 
or to Judge T. Sir, or, May it pleaſe you, Sir. 

To vir R, D. his Majeſty's Attorney, Solicitor, 
or Adiocate General, Sir. 

All cthers in the Law, according to the Offices 
and Rank they bear, every Barriiter having the 
Title of E/quire given him 

To the Lieutenancy and Magiſtracy. 

To the Right Houourable G. Earl of C. Lord 
Lieutenant and Cuſtos Rotulorum of the County of 
Durham, My Lord, your Laraſbip. FT | 
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To the Right Honourable FT. S. Z/7; Lord Mayor 
of the City of London, My Lord, your Lordſhip. 

All Gentleman in the Commiſſion of the Peace have 
the Title of E/quire and Worſhipful, as have alſo all 
Sheriffs and Recorders. 

The Alderman and Recorder of London, are ſtyled 
Right Weorſbipful; as are all Mayors of Corporations, 
except Lord Mayors. 

To A. B. £7; High Sheriff of the County of 
York, Sir, your Worſhip. ; 

To the Right Worſhipful W. C. E/; Alderman 
of Tower Ward, London, Sir, your Worſhip. 

To the Right Worſhipful J. A. Recorder of the 
City of London, Sir, your Worſhip. 

The Governors of Hoſpitals, Colleges, &c. which 


con fiſt of Mayiſtrates, or have any ſuch among them, 


are ſtyled Right Werſhipful, or Worſhipful, as their 
Titles allow. 
To the Governors of the Crown, 


To his Excellency C. M. Duke of R. Lord Lieu - 
tenant of Ireland, My Lord, your Excellincy. 

To the Right Honourable Lord N. Governor of 
Dover Caftle, &c. My Lord, your Lordfpip. 

The ſecond Governors of Colonies appointed by 
the King are called Lieutenant-Governors, 

Thoſe appointed by Proprietors, as the Eaſt-India 
Company, &c. are ſtyled Deputy-Governors. 


To Incorporate Bodies, 


To the Honourable Court of DireQtors of the 
United Company of Merchants, tracing to the Eaſt 
Indies, Your Honours. 

To the Hon. the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Gover- 
nors, and Directors, of the South-Sea Company, 
Tur Honours. 

To the Hon, the Governor, Deputy-Goveroor, 
and Directors of the Bank of England, Your Honours. 

To the Maſters and Wardens of the Worſhipful 
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